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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION TREASURER'S REPORT December 31,2008 



General 

Breeding 

Scholarship Endowment 



Funds 

Bird Atlas 

Fund 

Fund 

Total 

CBECKIMfl 






Jan. 1,2008 Balance - Checking 
RECEIPTS 

$1,147.12 

($137.96) 

$25.00 

$175.00 

$1,209.16 

Donations-NBR 

375.00 




375.00 

Donations-General 

100.00 

74.00 


130.00 

304.00 

Memberships 

2,355.00 




2,355.00 

Subscriptions 

285.00 




285.00 

Spring Meet-Scottsbluff-2008 

3,612.00 




3,612.00 

Fall Meet-Ashland-2008 

3,285.00 




3,285.00 

NG&P Atlas Grant 


9,979.26 



9,979.26 

Transfer from Endow CD 

195.00 




195.00 

Transfer from Savings 2/9/08 

600.00 




600.00 

Transfer from Savings 9/24/08 

904.52 

215.38 

380.10 


1,500.00 

Sub-total Receipts 

$11,711.52 

$10,268.64 

$380.10 

$130.00 

$22,490.26 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Spring Meet-Scottsbluff-2008 

3,479.36 


■ 141.10 


3,620.46 

Fall Meet-Ashland-2008 

3,509.36 


264.00 


3,773.36 

NBR-Printing-V75 #3 & #4,V76#1 

2,542.80 




2,542.80 

Newsletter - Printing 

515.88 




515.88 

Postage 

619.07 




619.07 

Insurance 

300.00 




300.00 

Reimb Moilhoff-Atlas #2 


9,830.68 



9,830.68 

Contract-Rehme-Atlas #2 


300.00 



300.00 

Transfer to CD 




195.00 

195.00 

Sub-total Disbursements 

$10,966.47 

$10,130.68 

$405.10 

$195.00 

$21,697.25 

Dec. 31,2008 Balance-Checking 

$1,892.17 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$110.00 : 

$2,002.17 

SAVINGS 






Jan. 1,2008 Balance - Savings 

$5,846.60 

$520.10 

$1,755.30 

$- 

‘ $8,122.00 

Interest 

105.92 




105.92 

Transfer to checking 

(1,504.52) 

(215.38) 

(380.10) 


(2,100.00) 

Interest from Endowment 

1,795.85 




1,795.85 

Dec. 31,2008 Balance - Savings 

6,243.85 

304.72 

1,375.20 

$- 

$7,923.77 

CERTIFICATES QF DEPOSIT 

Jan. 1,2008 Balance - CDs 

$5,325.46 

$6,702.93 


$35,242.19 

$47,270.58 

Principal Additions 




195.00 

195.00 

Transfer to Savings 




(1,795.85) 

(1,795.85) 

Transfer to Checking 




(195.00) 

(195.00) 

Interest Received 

182.21 

261.97 


1,227.63 

1,671.81 

Dec. 31,2008 Balance - CDs 

$5,507.67 

$6,964.90 


$34,673.97 

$47,146.54 

Maturity 

1/20/09 

6/20/09 


5/27/09 


CD Annual Rates 

2.75% 

2.00% 


3.10% 


Endowment Principal 




$34,042.00 



Grand Total $57,072.48 
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2008-2009 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska 

Thirteen Christmas Bird Counts were held in Nebraska in the 2008-09 season, one 
less than last year. (Beaver Valley was not run this year.) This year fewer 
participants (184, the fewest since 2000) found more individual birds than last year 
(146,635 vs 133,106) but fewer species (126, the fewest since 2000). 

Temperatures were about like last year, with an average high of 29° F. Most counts 
reported some snow cover, frozen still water and some open running water. On the 
day of the Branched Oak-Seward count, a balmy 51° F was recorded in Lincoln 
shortly after midnight. By afternoon, the temperature had dropped to 5° and was 
accompanied by north winds gusting to 40 mph. 

Notable misses this year were all loon and grebe species. The last time we had a 
loon and grebe shutout was in 1990. We also missed Short-eared Owls this year and 
in 2006. No Brewer’s Blackbirds were found: the last time they were absent was in 
1998. 

Notable finds included a Red-shouldered Hawk at Branched Oak-Seward during 
count week. This species is found sporadically on the Omaha count and has only 
once before been found on a count other than Omaha (DeSoto in 1988). A Peregrine 
Falcon was seen in the Lincoln count circle; one was last seen on a count in 2001. 
One Great Black-backed Gull was found at Lake McConaughy, only the third ever; 
all were from this decade and all were seen at Lake McConaughy. A first for the 
Lake McConaughy count was Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch. This species is unusual on 
CBCs and was last seen in 1989 in Scottsbluff. Prior to that, one was in Crawford 
in 1978. 

Among the high counts were 3 Pileated Woodpeckers at Omaha. Previous counts (all 
in the Omaha circle) have been 1 in 1999, 2 in 2005 and 1 in 2007. More Northern 
Flickers (622) were found this year than ever before (next highest count was 610 in 
1988.) We also reached a new high count for Eastern Bluebird (524); DeSoto alone 
recorded 176. Three Northern Mockingbirds were found this year (1 at DeSoto and 2 
at Lake McConaughy). This is the first year since 1965 that more than one has been 
found. This year’s White-throated Sparrow count of 45 is the highest since 1989, 
when 49 were recorded. More White-crowned Sparrows (169) than ever before were 
counted this year, and 156 of those were at Scottsbluff. This year’s Rusty Blackbird 
count of 102 is the highest since 127 in 1998. 

Remarkable low counts this year included Black-billed Magpie. Totals for this 
species on Nebraska CBCs continue to decline. This year’s count of 38 is the lowest 
since 1967, when only 16 were found. Black-capped Chickadee numbers are low for 
the 6th consecutive year. The average per count this year is 72, only about half of 
what averages in the 1990s were. The 11 Golden-crowned Kinglets this year is 
lowest since 9 were counted in 1978. 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

f 

o 

o 

to 

to 

a 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Greater While-fronted Goose 








Snow Goose 


28 




2 


Ross's Goose 





1 



Cackling Goose 


56 

1 



3 


Canada Goose 

461 

694 

1,300 


64 

5,043 


Trumpeter Swan 



13 





Wood Duck 






7 


Gadwall 


10 

1 





American Wigeon 


3 

30 



4 


Mallard 

650 

2,825 

6,916 

3 

152 

1,095 

2 

Blue-winged Teal 








Northern Shoveler 



1 





Northern Pintail 

8 

14 






Green-winged Teal 


cw 






Casvasback 


1 






Redhead 



1 





Ring-necked Duck 








Greater Scaup 








Lesser Scaup 








BufDehead 








Common Goldeneye 

1 

15 

510 


49 

18 


Hooded Merganser 








Common Merganser 


118 

40 


28 



Red-breasted Merganser 








Ruddy Duck 


1 






Duck sp. 





7 



Ring-necked Pheasant 

10 

4 


1 

38 

3 


Sharp-tailed Grouse 



cw 





Greater Prairie-Chicken 



38 



2 


Wild Turkey 


1 

31 

56 

204 

275 

29 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scottsbluff 

1 

Greater White-fronted Goose 

3 


1 



1 

5 

Snow Goose 

2 

1 




1 

34 

Ross's Goose 







1 

Cackling Goose 

592 

4 

1 



28 

685 

Canada Goose 

8,333 

5,903 

325 

1,875 


19,877 

43,875 

Trumpeter Swan 

8 






21 

Wood Duck 

1 





7 

15 

Gadwall 

20 





2 

33 

American Wigeon 

2 





43 

82 

Mallard 

1,656 

836 

220 

220 


1,465 

16,040 

Blue-winged Teal 






cw 


Northern Shoveler 






1 

2 

Northern Pintail 

3 

1 




8 

34 

Green-winged Teal 

26 

2 


12 



40 

Casvasback 







1 

Redhead 






4 

5 

Ring-necked Duck 

1 





40 

41 

Greater Scaup 

2 






2 

Lesser Scaup 

1 






1 

Bufflehead 

11 





1 

12 

Common Goldeneye 

384 



16 

1 

161 

1,155 

Hooded Merganser 

2 






2 

Common Merganser 

1,700 



16 



1,902 

Red-breasted Merganser 

7 






7 

Ruddy Duck 







1 

Duck sp. 







7 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

7 

27 

103 

4 

40 

9 

246 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

6 






6 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

26 






66 

Wild Turkey 

4 

8 

51 

249 


14 

922 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Northern Bobwhite 


12 

1 



13 


American White Pelican 








Double-crested Cormorant 








Great Blue Heron 

3 

2 



1 

1 


Bald Eagle 

15 

4 

27 

2 

38 

7 

1 

adult 

7 



1 


4 


immature 

8 



1 


3 

1 

unspecified age 


4 

27 


38 



Northern Harrier 

2 

7 

5 

3 

5 

7 

2 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

6 


2 

5 

1 


Cooper's Hawk 


1 

1 


2 



Accipiter sp. 



2 





Red-shouldered Hawk 


cw 






Red-tailed Hawk 

29 

26 

5 

2 

75 

16 


Ferruginous Hawk 








Rough-legged Hawk 

1 

3 

2 

4 

6 

7 

4 

Buteo sp. 




5 




Golden Eagle 




5 



1 

American Kestrel 

9 

4 

3 

3 

9 

3 


Merlin 


2 

2 

cw 




Peregrine Falcon 








Prairie Falcon 


1 


1 

1 

1 


Hawk sp. 





1 



Virginia Rail 








American Coot 


14 






Killdeer 








Wilson’s Snipe 



cw 



2 


Ring-billed Gull 


44 

2 





California Gull 








Herring Gull 


2 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scottsbiuff 

Total 

Northern Bobwhite 

24 

7 

cw 




57 

American White Pelican 

3 






3 

Double-crested Cormorant 




2 



2 

Great Blue Heron 

6 

5 




cw 

18 

Bald Eagle 

73 

3 

10 

38 

2 

12 

232 

adult 

44 





8 

64 

immature 

29 





4 

46 

unspecified age 


3 

10 

38 

2 


122 

Northern Harrier 

11 

5 

1 

5 

1 

13 

67 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

4 

7 

1 

5 

4 

1 

37 

Cooper's Hawk 

5 

6 

1 

2 

1 

cw 

19 

Accipiter sp. 



1 




3 

Red-shouldered Hawk 








Red-tailed Hawk 

20 

57 

28 

96 

8 

29 

391 

Ferruginous Hawk 

2 





4 

6 

Rough-legged Hawk 

5 

2 

2 

4 

4 

5 

49 

Buteo sp. 


2 




2 

9 

Golden Eagle 



1 




7 

American Kestrel 

17 

18 

19 

8 


22 

115 

Merlin 

7 

1 


1 

1 


14 

Peregrine Falcon 


1 





1 

Prairie Falcon 

1 





1 

6 

Hawk sp. 







1 

Virginia Rail 

1 






1 

American Coot 


1 

1 



13 

29 

Killdeer 

5 






5 

Wilson's Snipe 

4 






6 

Ring-billed Gull 

800 






846 

California Gull 

1 






1 

Herring Gull 

430 






432 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Thayer's Gull 








Iceland Gull 








Lesser Black-backed Gull 








Glaucous Gull 








Great Black-backed Gull 








Rock Pigeon 

174 

40 


20 

145 

354 


Eurasian Coliared-Dove 


20 

5 

84 

2 

64 

17 

Mourning Dove 

2 

1 


3 

10 

7 


Eastern Screech-Owl 


1 

1 



3 


Great Homed Owl 

6 

1 

5 


1 

2 


Barred Owl 


1 



3 



Long-eared Owl 


3 






Northern Saw-whet Owl 








Owl sp. 


2 






Betted Kingfisher 


1 

3 


cw 



Red-headed Woodpecker 

1 

1 



8 



Red-bellied Woodpecker 

6 

32 

3 


86 

1 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


1 



1 



Downy Woodpecker 

12 

42 

6 

3 

73 

10 

2 

Hairy Woodpecker 

3 

6 

2 

1 

7 

1 

1 

Northern Flicker 

30 

66 

14 

2 

117 

20 


Pileated Woodpecker 








Northern Shrike 

1 

8 

cw 

1 


2 

2 

Shrike sp. 


1 






Blue Jay 

19 

77 

3 

10 

166 

4 

1 

Black-billed Magpie 




2 




American Crow 

11 

520 

4,093 

33 

127 

36 

5 

Homed Lark 

114 

80 

4 

66 

66 

1,051 

198 

Black-capped Chickadee 

52 

31 

3 

40 

208 

4 

8 

Tufted Titmouse 





17 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

1 

1 

o 

CL 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Thayer's Gull 

6 






6 

Iceland Gull 

1 






1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

3 






3 

Glaucous Gull 

8 






8 

Great Black-backed Gull 

1 






1 

Rock Pigeon 

20 

965 

232 

178 

10 

525 

2,663 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

112 


11 



207 

522 

Mourning Dove 

1 

153 


24 


4 

205 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 


18 

Great Homed Owl 

3 

6 

7 

1 

1 

3 

36 

Barred Owl 



1 

4 

2 


11 

Long-eared Owl 

2 






5 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

1 






1 

Owlsp. 







2 

Belted Kingfisher 

4 

4 


2 

1 

6 

21 

Red-headed Woodpecker 




15 

5 


30 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

8 

65 

15 

157 

17 


390 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


1 


cw 



3 

Downy Woodpecker 

37 

96 

19 

164 

24 

14 

502 

Hairy Woodpecker 

8 

16 

4 

27 

7 

cw 

83 

Northern Flicker 

52 

66 

12 

169 

32 

42 

622 

Pileated Woodpecker 




3 



3 

Northern Shrike 

5 

2 

7 


2 

3 

33 

Shrike sp. 


1 





2 

Blue Jay 

3 

131 

31 

152 

99 

69 

765 

Black-billed Magpie 

12 




5 

19 

38 

American Crow 

6 

141 

17 

60 

111 

24 

5,184 

Homed Lark 

219 

53 

113 

6 

72 

703 

2,745 

Black-capped Chickadee 

26 

93 

22 

354 

76 

25 

942 

Tufted Titmouse 




34 



51 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 


1 



1 

1 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

12 

49 

5 

1 

98 

7 

2 

Pygmy Nuthatch 




5 



17 

Brown Creeper 

cw 

5 



8 

2 


Carolina Wren 


1 



1 

1 


Winter Wren 

cw 

2 






Marsh Wren 








Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1 

1 






Eastern Bluebird 

27 

53 

6 


176 

3 


Mountain Bluebird 








Townsend's Solitaire 




7 



1 

Hermit Thrush 

1 




2 



American Robin 

365 

342 

39 

63 

4,018 

125 

5 

Northern Mockingbird 





1 



Brown Thrasher 








European Starling 

1,190 

805 

372 

310 

3,807 

245 

80 

Cedar Waxwing 

206 

150 

8 


301 

95 

5 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 


2 



3 



Spotted Towhee 





1 



Eastern Towhee 


4 



2 



American Tree Sparrow 

72 

373 

51 

36 

626 

562 


Field Sparrow 


1 






Fox Sparrow 


CW 




2 


Song Sparrow 


3 



4 

24 


Lincoln's Sparrow 








Swamp Sparrow 


cw 






White-throated Sparrow 


3 



22 

1 


Harris's Sparrow 

2 

24 

23 

1 

17 

65 


White-crowned Sparrow 


1 



3 



Sparrow sp. 


2 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scottsbluff 

1 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 


13 

1 



3 

20 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

20 

60 

26 

342 

26 

2 

650 

Pygmy Nuthatch 






cw 

22 

Brown Creeper 

2 

26 

2 

20 



65 

Carolina Wren 


4 


16 

1 


24 

Winter Wren 

1 



2 



5 

Marsh Wren 

4 






4 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1 

6 

2 




11 

Eastern Bluebird 

32 

64 


130 

33 


524 

Mountain Bluebird 

1 






1 

Townsend's Solitaire 

37 





7 

52 

Hermit Thrush 







3 

American Robin 

1,681 

156 

40 

696 

5,987 

243 

13,760 

Northern Mockingbird 

2 






3 

Brown Thrasher 


1 





1 

European Starling 

1,661 

7,602 

6,111 

1,364 

700 

2,021 

26,268 

Cedar Waxwing 

106 

83 

2 

272 

291 


1,519 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 


1 


7 



13 

Spotted Towhee 


3 


2 



6 

Eastern Towhee 





1 


7 

American Tree Sparrow 

61 

391 

89 

231 

520 

113 

3,125 

Field Sparrow 







1 

Fox Sparrow 







2 

Song Sparrow 

8 

5 


21 


16 

81 

Lincoln's Sparrow 




1 



1 

Swamp Sparrow 




1 



1 

White-throated Sparrow 


7 


12 



45 

Harris's Sparrow 

1 

64 

3 

11 

15 


226 

White-crowned Sparrow 

1 

3 


4 

1 

156 

169 

Sparrow sp. 







2 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Ames 

Branched Oak-Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Dark-eyed Junco 

135 

544 

65 

36 

1,031 

468 

51 

Slate-colored 

135 

285 


7 

1,028 



Oregon 




9 

2 


1 

White-winged 







2 

Pink-sided 





1 



unspecified subspecies 


259 

65 

20 


468 

48 

Lapland Longspur 

174 

3 



4 

234 


Snow Bunting 








Northern Cardinal 

27 

115 

8 


83 

40 


Red-winged Blackbird 

10 

22 



805 

714 


Western Meadowlark 

1 



1 


54 


Meadowlark sp. 

17 

18 



39 



Rusty Blackbird 

10 

cw 



92 



Common Grackle 


1 






Great-tailed Grackle 






50 


Brown-headed Cowbird 





1 



Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 








Purple Finch 

2 

2 

2 


32 



House Finch 


108 

58 

25 

31 

68 

2 

Common Redpoll 


1 



cw 



Red Crossbill 








Pine Siskin 

1 

37 

14 

25 

4 

3 

22 

American Goldfinch 

16 

548 

91 

113 

256 

84 

64 

House Sparrow 

191 

259 

93 

112 

243 

189 

63 









TOTAL SPECIES 

44 

76 

47 

36 

62 

57 

25 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

4,081 

8,313 

13,909 

1,087 

13,435 

11,106 

585 
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2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 



Lake McConaughy 

: Lincoln 

| Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Dark-eyed Junco 

354 

1,092 

485 

785 

310 

336 

5,692 

Slate-coiored 

175 

283 




85 

1,998 

Oregon 

39 

30 



1 

124 

206 

White-winged 

1 






3 

Pink-sided 

17 





19 

37 

unspecified subspecies 

122 

779 

485 

785 

309 

108 

3,448 

Lapland longspur 

10 






425 

Snow Bunting 

2 






2 

Northern Cardinal 

36 

202 

39 

194 

28 

2 

774 

Red-winged Blackbird 

603 

73 

11 

20 

7 

198 

2,463 

Western Meadowlark 

2 

6 



1 


65 

Meadowlark sp. 


22 


25 



121 

Rusty Blackbird 







102 

Common Grackie 

2 

5 


1 


2 

11 

Great-tailed Grackie 







50 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

3 


2 




6 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 

1 






1 

Purple Finch 

1 

3 


16 

9 

1 

68 

House Finch 

278 

191 

23 

126 

30 

195 

1,135 

Common Redpoll 

1 

1 





3 

Red Crossbill 

4 






4 

Pine Siskin 

62 

53 

11 

54 

29 

245 

560 

American Goldfinch 

217 

366 

40 

360 

43 

225 

2,423 

House Sparrow 

241 

694 

579 

461 

84 

414 

3,623 









TOTAL SPECIES 

97 

63 

46 

60 

44 

55 

126 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

20,193 

19,889 

8,726 

9,079 

8,645 

27,587 

146,635 


































































Ames 

Branched Oak/Seward 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca S.P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 


2008-09 CBC Site Data 


Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers Low Temp High Temp 

Sky 

Precipitation 





C F) 

(° F) 



30 Dec 

44 

4,081 

7 

27 

42 

pt cloudy 

none 

14 Dec 

76 

8,313 

18 

5 

18 

pt cloudy 

It snow am 

30 Dec 

47 

13,909 

6 

15 

32 

pt cloudy 

none 

27 Dec 

36 

1,087 

5 

10 

29 

clear 

none 

27 Dec 

62 

13,435 

18 

30 

38 

cloudy 

none 

20 Dec 

57 

11,106 

14 

2 

13 

cloudy 

none 

28 Dec 

25 

585 

2 

30 

36 

clear 

none 

3 Jan 

97 

20,193 

24 

14 

36 

pt cloudy 

none 

27 Dec 

63 

19,889 

36 

23 

29 

pt cloudy 

none 

20 Dec 

46 

8,726 

5 

7 

29 

pt cloudy 

none 

28 Dec 

60 

9,079 

23 

17 

38 

clear 

none 

3 Jan 

44 

8,645 

13 

10 

23 

cloudy 

rain 

20 Dec 

55 

27,587 

13 

1 

18 

pt cloudy 

none 


126 

146,635 

184 

15 

29 
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2008-09 CBC Participants 

Ames Larry Einemann, Clem Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Elizabeth Mulliken, Jerry 
Mulliken, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka (7) 

Branched Oak-Seward Elaine Bachel, Kevin DeGarmo, Barbara DiBemard, Rick Eades, 
Larry Einemann, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Joel Jorgensen, Thomas Labedz, Don Paseka, 
Janis Paseka, Kathy Putensen, John Quinn, Sarah Rehme, Mary Steinbeck, Moni Usasz, 
Bill Wells, Gertrude Wood, Heather York (18) 

Calamus-Loup Bob Gerten, Kathi Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Lanny 
Randolph, Duane Wolff (6) 

Crawford Phil Dobesh, John Flavin, Ruben Siegfried, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna 
Walgren (5) 

DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Fred Davis, Janet Greer, Nora Greer, Jonas Grundman, Mace Hack, 
Clem Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Sandy 
Reinken, Justin Rink, Brian Specht, Joyce Specht, Jerry Toll, Steve Van Riper (18) 

Grand Island Gordon Backer, Tom Blanchard, Anton Curtis, Karine Gil, Michele Kock, 
Ron Kruse, Ann Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Mary McCartney, Jim Meyer, Steve 
Morris, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop, Enrique Weir (14) 

Harrison Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (2) 

Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Mary Cay Burger, Stephen 
Dinsmore (compiler), Paul Dunbar, Joey Hajda, Tim Hajda, Luke Hamilton, Robin 
Harding, Alice Heckman, Bill Huntley, Joel Jorgensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, 
Rodger Knaggs, John Murphy, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, AI Reyer, Justin Rink, Ross 
Silcock, Kent Skaggs, Randy Skaggs, Mark Urwiller (24) 

Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Colleen Babcock, Elaine Bachel, Linda R. 
Brown (compiler), Mary B. Brown, Scott Bulfinch, Jackie Canterbuiy, Lynn Darling, 
Barbara J. DiBemard, Rick Eades, Charles Eckerson, Larry Einemann, Billie Erxleben, Sue 
Guild, Ashton Ivanov, Lynette Ivanov, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel 
Jorgensen, Thomas E. Labedz, Jeanine Lackey, Daniel Leger, Linda Maslowski, Pete 
Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, John Miller, Kevin Poague, Ken Reitan, Terry Sims, Terry 
Stentz, April Stevenson, Ned Stringham, Jake Walker, Don Williams, Gertrude Wood (36) 

Norfolk Anne Brogie, Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, David Heidt, Duane Wolff (compiler) (5) 

Omaha Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Daniel 
Kim, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, 
Sue Mattix, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Al Reyer, Kathleen 
Rose, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Steven Specht, Eric Stoiber, Greg Stoiber, Jerry Toll 
(23) 

Ponca Roger Dietrich, Warren Dunkel, Pat Dunn, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, Tucker Lutter, Deb Palmer, Pam Palmer, Jerry Probst, Jennifer 
Wolff, Bruce Wylie (13) 

Scottsbluff Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, 
Charlotte Herrell, Michelle Hoff, Helen Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Brad 
McKinney, Connie McKinney, Andrew Pierson, Bonnie Schoen (13) 
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Ruddy Turnstone, Hultine WPA, Clay Co., 
19 May 2008. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 


Red-headed Woodpecker, Audubon Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co., 3 June 2009. 
Photo by Gordon Warrick. 



Least Tern chick, Lower Platte 
River, Sarpy Co., 19 July 2008. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 



Sedge Wren, Harland Warrick Farm 
near Blair, Washington Co., 27 May 
2007. Photo by Gordon Warrick. 
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Sprague’s Pipit, Audubon 
Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster 
Co., 20 Oct 2007. Photo by 
Phil Swanson. 


Baltimore Orioles, near Auburn, Nemaha Co., 
3 May 2006. Photo by Kenneth Carnes. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 

2 miles south of Nickerson, 
Dodge Co., 10 May 2008. 
Photo by Jerry Mulliken. 


Le Conte’s Sparrow, 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 
Co., 16 Oct 2008. 

Photo by Phil Swanson. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2008 to Februaiy 2009 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This was one of the more “normal” winters for some time; I base this 
conclusion on the lack of unusually early or late dates or exceptional counts, as well 
as the lack of rarities. Although there were 11 species of gulls reported, perhaps we 
have become jaded by the gull extravaganza that is Lake McConaughy. It was a great 
winter for Common Redpolls and Snow Buntings as well, which was welcome as 
these birds do not appear in any numbers most winters. Perhaps the only group of 
birds that exhibited consistent aberration from the “norm” (I prefer “average”) was the 
native sparrows, with several unexpected midwinter dates for various species. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 

DeSoto NWR: Washington Co 


OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
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BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
BM: Brad McKinney, Scottsbluff 
BW: Ben Wheeler, Ord 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CS: Carolyn Sonderman, Omaha 

CW: Chris West, North Platte 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 

DD: Debbie DeButts, Fremont 

DM: Deborah Murphy, Omaha 

DS: Dave Swanson, Vermillion, SD 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

FM: Fran Maunder, Hastings 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KSt: Keith Storm, Broken Bow 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 

LBr: Lisa Bringewatt, North Platte 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MH: Mace Hack, Omaha 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside 

NF: Nancy Fish, Superior 

NN: Nate Nye, Columbus, OH 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PB: Paul Bedell, Richmond, VA 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 

RK: Rodger Knaggs, Ogallala 

RM: Ralph Morocco, Omaha 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 


Continued on page 22 
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Dunlin, North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co., 

12 May 2008. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. Brown Thrasher, Pawnee Lake 

SRA, Lancaster Co., 4 June 2009. 
Photo by Kenneth Carnes. 


Barred Owl, Walnut Grove Park, 
Douglas Co., 5 June 2009. 

Photo by Rachel Hall. 
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Cerulean Warbler, 
Hummel Park, Douglas 
Co., 21 May 2005. Photo 
by Phil Swanson. 



Common Yellowthroat, near Mallard 
Haven WPA, Fillmore Co., 21 May 2008. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 




Lark Sparrow, near Ainsworth, 
Brown Co., 12 June 2007. 
Photo by Gordon Warrick. 



Varied Thrush, Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 26 Nov 2008. 
Photo by Tina Simeon. 
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RSi: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RV: Richard Vitters, Fremont 
SA: Scott Allison, North Platte 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TS: Tom Stehn, Rockport, TX 
TSi: Tina Simeon, Ogallala 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: A surprise at the late date, which raises questions 
of provenance, was an unmarked bird with other waterfowl at Pier Park, 
Grand Island, early Dec (NN, photo). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Small numbers winter with Canada Geese most 
years; the 148 at Lexington 4 Jan (SJD) were late fall migrants. Spring arrival 
was in mid-Feb; 250 were at BOL 14 Feb (JGJ), and 466 were found in 
Lancaster Co by 23 Feb (LE). Rare in the Panhandle, one was in Scotts Bluff 
Co 20 Dec (AK). 

Snow Goose: The usual few winter birds were reported; the 30 in Buffalo Co 9 Jan 
(KS) were tardy. First arrivals noted were the 1100 at Fairmont 7 Feb (JRi) 
and 1500 in Lancaster Co 10 Feb (LE). 

Ross*s Goose: Best count was 100 with 900 Snow Geese near Geneva 12 Feb (JRi). 

Cackling Goose: First significant number reported for spring was the 77 in 
Lancaster Co 5 Feb (LE); “hundreds” were at Fairmont 11 Feb (JRi). 

Canada Goose: Numbers were huge in Scotts Bluff Co; Scottsbluff CBC reported 
19,877 on 20 Dec (fide AK), and 12,500 were at Kiowa WMA 13 Feb (KD). 

Mute Swan: After several sightings in fall, 2-4 were noted at Boys Town L, 
Douglas Co, through 30 Jan (JSt, ARy, RM); one of the two present 1 Jan 
had a silver band on its right leg (JSt). 

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

Tundra Swan: Identification of swans in winter is very difficult. Ten swans in 
Stanton Co 22-25 Feb whose identity was in question (NB) would 
overwhelmingly be expected to be Trumpeters, but such flocks have been 
known to include Tundras. 

Wood Duck: Three in Lincoln through 18 Jan (LE) were apparently attempting to 
winter; there are only about 20 reports mid-Jan through mid-Feb. 

Gadwall: Rare in midwinter, 2 were in Polk Co 24 Jan (WF). 

American Wigeon: Early were singles in Madison Co 7 Feb (WF) and Lancaster Co 
8 Feb (WF). Over-wintering is rare. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: One in Scotts Bluff Co during the 20 Dec CBC Count Week 
(AK) is, except for two overwintering records, the latest date on record for 
this warm-weather species. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 
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Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: One at GPD 22 Jan (MB) and 2-8 at Boys Town L, Douglas 
Co, through 1 Feb were likely wintering (RM). There are fewer than 20 such 
reports. 

Greater Scaup: One at GPD 22 Jan provided one of fewer than 10 winter reports 
away from LM. Spring arrivals were one at North Platte 15 Feb (CW) and 3 
at Alma SL 20 Feb (G&WH). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

White-winged Scoter: Only the 3rd midwinter report was one at GPD 11 Jan 2009 
(RD). 

Bufflehead: One in Lancaster Co 8 Feb (LE) was rather early, as were 20 at North 
Platte SL 11 Feb (TJW). 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Hooded Merganser: This species arrived record early in good numbers at several 
locations. Two were at North Platte 11 Feb (TJW), 15 at Scottsbluff SL 13 
Feb (KD), and 42 at BOL 14 Feb (JGJ). Although there are several midwinter 
reports from Scottsbluff, it seems unlikely that the 15 individuals wintered. 

Common Merganser: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Merganser: LM hosts a few each winter among the large Common 
Merganser flocks there; 7 were reported on the LM CBC 3 Jan (fide SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 

Gray Partridge: No reports were received from the sparse but persisting population 
in the northeast and north-central, but 5-6 were seen at WSR 10 Jan (HKH), 
where a small population has established in the last few years. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Best count reported was a moderate 75 in a Phelps Co 
cornfield 10 Dec (TH). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Good numbers were found in the northeast Sandhills: 36 
were at a traditional “roosting prairie” site in n. Antelope Co 6 Feb (MB), 
booming had begun at a new site near Bazile Mills 7 Feb some 10 days 
earlier than the previous early date (MB), and 2 leks near Winnetoon had 11 
and 14 birds 8 Feb, but no Sharp-tailed Grouse as in past years (MB). 

Wild Turkey: Best CBC count was 275 at Grand Island 20 Dec (fide CM). Record 
counts are well over 300. 

Northern Bobwhite: Numbers thin out to the north, and so 6-8 in Boyd Co 2 Jan 
(JJ) were of interest. 

Pied-billed Grebe: One in Lancaster Co 27 Feb (LE) was rather early; wintering is 
rare. 

American White Pelican: Three at LM 3 Jan (fide SJD) were apparently attempting 
to winter there; another at HCR 7 Dec (G&WH) was a little tardy. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Probably the only regular winter site for this species is 
the normally ice-free cooling pond at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co; 3 were 
there 17 Feb (TJW). Singles in Sarpy Co 7 Dec (CNK) and Cass Co 10 Dec 
(L&BP) were tardy. 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 


Continued on page 26 
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Least Sandpiper in basic plumage, 
Ayr Lake, Adams Co., 20 Oct 
2008. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 


White-breasted Nuthatch 
with unusual bill, west of 
Boyer Chute, Washington 
Co., 27 Dec 2008. Submit¬ 
ted by Jerry Toll; photo by 
Marty Fitzgerald. 




Field Sparrow, Audubon 
Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co., May 2008. 
Photo by Heather York, 
Doane College. 
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Yellow-headed Blackbird, Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 28 May 2007. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 
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Turkey Vulture: There have been increased reports of this species in recent years 
north of the usual winter range; still unexpected, however, was one over Neale 
Woods, Douglas Co, 2 Jan (PS). 

Bald Eagle: This species has been establishing new nest sites in recent years along 
the Lower Platte River (from Columbus downstream), with at least 9 sites 
currently known (JGJ); an apparent new site was found near Fremont with an 
attendant adult 13 Feb (DD, JGJ). Elsewhere, incubating birds were noted at a 
long-time site at Calamus Res, Loup Co, 21 Feb (D&CN) and at Elba and 
Ord 24 Feb (BW). A good count was the 105 at GPD 7 Dec (D&CN). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report of this rare winter visitor was of an adult in 
Antelope Co 7 Dec (MB). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: There were several sightings of a single adult at both PL 
and BOL through the period (LE); it is likely that these were of the same 
bird, as two birds were never seen together (LE). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost were singles about as far east as expected at Ord 
22 Feb (BW), in Buffalo Co 1 Feb (WF), and in Harlan Co 14 Feb (G&WH). 
The 4 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec was a count high (fide AK). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Singles in Dakota Co 2 Feb (JJ) and Webster Co 7 Feb (WF) were 
easterly, but not unexpected. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: A very dark bird (“black and white”) photographed near Gothenburg 1 Jan 
(JRi) was puzzling; it was thought unlikely to be suckleyi from the Pacific 
Northwest and possibly a dark columbarius, but that subspecies is usually 
only a migrant in Nebraska (TEL, JGJ). There are previous Jan sightings of 
very dark Merlins in Banner (SJD) and Dawson (MB) Cos. 

Prairie Falcon: Singles were unusually far east on CBCs at Seward-Branched Oak 
14 Dec (fide JG) and DeSoto NWR 27 Dec (fide JT) and in Lancaster Co 17 
Dec (LE). 

Peregrine Falcon: The only sightings were presumably of the resident “city birds” 
in Lincoln 17 Dec (TEL) and on the Lincoln CBC 27 Dec (fide LRB). 
Nonresident Peregrines generally do not winter in Nebraska. 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: Spring arrival is in late Jan, and so rather early was a flock of 200 
between Hershey and North Platte 15 Jan (TJW). By 23 Feb 8000-9000 were 
in the same area (TJW). 

Whooping Crane: The lone juvenile near Alma 15 Oct-4 Dec (see Fall Report; CS 
photo) apparently wintered with Sandhill Cranes in Oklahoma and returned 
with them to the cen. Platte River 20 Feb; it was still present at the end of 
the period (TS, JGJ, PB). 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 

Wilson's Snipe: Routine reports. 

Franklin's Gull: One at BOL 1 Dec (LE) was rather late; there are only 17 reports 
2-21 Feb. 
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Bonaparte's Gull: None were reported; a few linger into Dec most years. 

Mew Gull: One was reported at GPD 15 Dec (DS fide MB); this is the 12th fall 
record, 23rd overall. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: None were reported; a few are usually present at LM. 

Herring Gull: Routine reports. 



Juvenile Whooping Crane with Sandhill Cranes on the Platte River in Hall Co. in 
March 2009. Photo by Justin Reed. 


Thayer’s Gull: A regular fall migrant, reports were of a basic-plumaged adult in 
Phelps Co 1-8 Dec (PD) and one at LM 3 Jan (fide SJD). Generally less 
common as a spring migrant, a first-year bird was at BOL rather early on 14 
Feb (JGJ); another or the same was there 25 Feb (JGJ). 

Iceland Gull: A first-winter bird was at LM 3-31 Jan (fide SJD, TH, KS); this is 
the 11th winter record, 22nd overall. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 3 Jan (fide 
SJD), about the 40th fall record. 

Glaucous Gull: About 7 individuals were reported: an adult was in Phelps Co 8-10 
Dec (PD, TH), up to 3 were at LM through the period (fide SJD, TJW, KS), 
one wintered at HCR (G&WH, KS), and 2 first-winter birds were at GPD 11 
and 22 Jan (RD, MB). 

Great Black-backed Gull: A first-winter bird at LM 3-31 Jan (fide SJD, TJW, KS) 
was the 6th midwinter record, 21st overall. 

Rock Pigeon: The 525 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec was a count high (fide AK); 
numbers have increased in the city and have become a nuisance (fide AK), 
possibly as mild winters allow almost year-round breeding. 


Continued on page 30 
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American Avocets, near Lakeside, Sheridan Co., 
20 Aug 2006. Photo by Carlos Grande. 


White-faced Ibis, Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 
22 April 2006. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 




Greater Prairie-Chicken, west of Wood 
Lake, Cherry Co., 15 June 2007. Photo 
by Gordon Warrick. 
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Sharp-tailed Grouse, near Mullen, Hooker Co., 14 April 2006. Photo by Phil Swanson. 
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Eurasian Collared-Dove: Best counts were the 112 on the LM CBC 3 Jan (fide 
SJD) and 84 on the Crawford CBC 27 Dec (fide B&DW). Gering had the 
best non-CBC tally, 76 on 13 Feb (RSi). 

Mourning Dove: Three on the Crawford CBC 27 Dec (fide B&DW) were late for 
that n. Panhandle location. Lingerers are not unexpected in the Platte Valley; 
one was near North Platte 26 Jan (LBr) and 4 were on the ScottsblufF CBC 
20 Dec (fide AK). 

Inca Dove: The wanderer that attended a Brule feeder (see Fall Report) arrived 22 
Oct and was last seen 13 Dec (fide CWH). This is the 7th report for Nebraska. 

Barn Owl: One at a cliff nest site in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Feb (AK) was early and 
may have wintered; early arrival dates are in late Mar, but there are about 20 
reports Dec-Feb. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Earliest reports of incubating birds were about on time: 
Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 7 Feb (JWH) and Lincoln Co 16 Feb (TJW). 

Snowy Owl: Only 2 were reported: one near Hastings 25 Feb (fide KP) and the 
other in Nuckolls Co 26 Feb (photo seen, fide NF). 

Barred Owl: One in Stanton Co 26 Jan (WF) was at the w. edge of the range in 
Nebraska. 

Long-eared Owl: Routine reports. 

Short-eared Owl: About 5 were reported, including 3 near Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo 
Co, 27 Jan (KS). Singles were there 7 Jan (KS) as well as in Colfax Co 11 
Feb (WF) and Thurston Co 27 Dec (BFH). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 3 Jan 
(WRS). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Away from the se. and Missouri Valley, winter reports 
are rare; an adult in Boyd Co 2 Jan (JJ) is the only winter report from the 
north-central. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Numbers are increasing around Ogallala (CWH), near the 
w. edge of the North Platte Valley range; this species is rare w. of LM. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: More than usual for winter were reported, a total of 14, 
including these away from the east: one at a Brady feeder 21 Dec (TJW) and 
another in Custer Co 3 Jan (KSt). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: An Omaha CBC count high was the 3 found 28 Dec (fide 
BG). 

Northern Shrike: The 8 on the Seward-Branched Oak CBC 14 Dec (fide JG) was a 
good tally. 

Loggerhead Shrike: None were reported; most years a few winter in the extreme 
southeast. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; most winters a few occur on the Pine Ridge. 

Black-billed Magpie: One near Norfolk 7 Feb (WF) was at the e. edge of the range. 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 
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Mountain Chickadee: The only report was of one at a ScottsblufF feeder From Dec 
through the period (BM photo; fide AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: This was about an average winter, with reports statewide 
in low numbers (m. ob.). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The 17 on the Harrison CBC 28 Dec (fide B&DW) was about 
average for that location. 



Mountain Chickadee in Scotts Bluff Co., 21 Feb 2009. 
Photo by Connie McKinney. 


Brown Creeper: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren: Apparently the 4th winter record from North Platte (there is a 
single Panhandle record) was one at a feeder 14 Dec-3 Jan (SA); this is the 
3rd straight winter this species has wintered at North Platte feeders. 

Winter Wren: Rare in midwinter, even in the east, singles were at Bellevue 22 Jan 
(KCR) and FF 22-23 Jan (JR). Less expected were singles at Hormel Park, 
Dodge Co, 29 Dec (D&JP) and on the LM CBC 3 Jan (fide SJD). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Although regular-but-rare in the se. in midwinter, 6 were 
reported in Jan (LE, JR). Farther afield, one was in Dodge Co 30 Dec 
(D&JP), and stretching the winter range were 2 near Halsey 17 Jan (TH). 

Eastern Bluebird: The 176 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 27 Dec (fide JT) was a good 
tally. Although a few are present most winters in the se., one at Alma 1 Jan 
after 4 days of below zero weather (G&WH) was pushing its luck. 

Mountain Bluebird: The 23 in se. Lincoln Co 15 Feb (LD) were in a known 
wintering area. First reported back on the summer range were 4 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 28 Feb (AK), about on time. 
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Townsend's Solitaire: Routine reports. 

Hermit Thrush: A total of 5 was reported for the period, the latest at Ponca SP, 
Dixon Co, 11 Jan (BFH). There are about 5 reports of over-wintering in the 
east; apart from those, this is only the 6th for Jan. 

American Robin: Best CBC counts were excellent: 5987 at Ponca SP 3 Jan (fide 
BFH) and 4018 at DeSoto NWR 27 Dec (fide JT); highest CBC counts are 
over 9000. 

Varied Thrush: One of the 3 reported in fall remained into winter: the single at 
Ogallala was last seen 7 Dec (TSi). A 4th for the winter was in Douglas Co 3 
Jan (DM, photo). The last few winters have seen increased reports. 

Gray Catbird: One at North Platte 18 Dec (TJW) was one of fewer than 20 Dec-Feb 
reports for the state. 

Northern Mockingbird: Numbers decline rapidly through Dec; one on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC 27 Dec was new to the count (fide JT), and two on the LM CBC 
3 Jan (fide SJD) were a surprise there. There are only 14 records mid-Jan 
through Feb, and so singles in Pawnee Co 20 Jan (WF) and one at an 
Ogallala feeder from about 20 Dec through at least 20 Jan (RK fide CWH) 
were of interest. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count was a count record 301 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 27 
Dec (fide JT). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at PL 11 Dec (LE) provided the 6th record for Dec 
and 5th latest on record. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Feb sightings are few; a female was in Omaha 5 
Feb (JR). There were a surprising 4 reports for Jan, including a flock of 12 in 
Cass Co 17 Jan (CNK) and 4 there 21 Jan (LE). Other Jan reports were of 3 
in Lancaster Co 2 Jan (LE) and one in Pawnee Co 20 Jan (WF). 

Common Yellowthroat: One seen along a creek near Scottsbluff 7 Dec (AD fide 
AK) was both the westernmost and 2nd-latest on record. 

Spotted Towhee: Most of the rare midwinter reports are from the se.; one wintering 
at a Lincoln Co feeder (SA) was only the 13th such report from the North 
Platte Valley. The 4 additional reports were indeed from the se. (PS, LE, 
MH). 

Eastern Towhee: Lingering into Dec is not unusual, although the 4 on the Seward- 
BOL CBC 14 Dec (fide JG) was a high count. Midwinter reports are rare, 
even in the se., such as the female at PL 10 Feb (LE). A hardy male at Ponca 
SP, Dixon Co, 11 Jan (BFH) was only the 2nd midwinter report north of 
Omaha in the east. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best count was 381 in Lancaster Co 14 Feb (LE) and for 
CBCs the 626 at DeSoto NWR 27 Dec (fide JT). Both tallies are only 
moderate historically; best CBC tally is 2281 on the HCR CBC in 2000, and 
best non-CBC tally is 4290 in Phelps and Kearney Cos 31 Jan 1999. 

Chipping Sparrow: Last reported was an adult in Phelps Co 10 Dec (TH); a 
probable in Omaha 25 Feb, closely observed, albeit without binoculars, and 
heard calling, may have wintered in the area (JR). Earliest spring dates are in 
late Mar and there are fewer than 10 documented winter records. 

Field Sparrow: A surprising 2 midwinter reports of this rare winter visitor or 
resident were received, including one as far north as Jackson 11 Jan (BFH, 
details); the other was in Cass Co 23 Jan (WF, details). There are only 9 
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other Jan-Feb reports other than the 4 documented records of over-wintering. 
Rare even on CBCs, one was on the Seward-Branched Oak CBC 14 Dec (fide 
JG). 

Fox Sparrow: Latest reported was one at PL 17 Dec (LE); Dec reports are not 
uncommon. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Only the 2nd Feb record for Nebraska was one at 1CSP 16 Feb 
(L&CF); early spring arrival is in late Mar. 

Swamp Sparrow: Rare in midwinter and usually only in the se., singles at PL 7 
and 17 Jan (LE) and ICSP 16 Feb (L&CF) were only the 12th and 13th Jan- 
Feb reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters in numbers only in the Panhandle 
and sometimes in the south; as many as 156 were counted 20 Dec for the 
Scottsbluff CBC (fide AK), and elsewhere probable early returnees were 15 in 
Adams Co 14 Feb (FM) and one in Gosper Co 28 Feb (WF). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: One at a feeder near North Platte 26 Jan (LBr, 
details) was at the e. edge of the expected winter range. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: CBC numbers are greatest in the east; 1028 were 
found on the DeSoto NWR CBC 27 Dec (fide JT). The record Nebraska CBC 
count is 7189. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: The form montanus is most common in Nebraska, but 
scarce in the east; only 3 were found on the DeSoto NWR CBC 27 Dec 
amongst the 1025 Slate-colored (fide JT). Less numerous, and generally 
restricted to the west, is Pink-sided ( mearnsi ); one reported on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC without details may have been a brightly-colored montanus or an 
intergrade. 

Lapland Longspur: An amazing estimate, done carefully, was of 50,000 in a 
Dodge Co field 16 Dec (D&JP), tying the previous high count, also from 
Dodge Co. Just think, 50,001 would have been a new record! 

Snow Bunting: This was the best winter for several years for this species. At least 
600 were reported, almost all in Dec-Jan, including best counts of 225 in 
Wayne Co 13 Jan (JJ), 200 in Pierce Co 12 Jan (JJ), and 87 in Dodge Co 27 
Jan (D&JP). Strangely, the only report for Feb was of one in Sarpy Co 28 
Feb (CNK). 

Northern Cardinal: Helping maintain the species' tenuous hold in Scotts Bluff Co 
were two on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). First song reported was 
in Sarpy Co 7 Feb (JWH). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Usually midwinter sightings northerly are of single males, 
and so a female in Dakota Co 11 Jan (BFH) was a surprise. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Whether this species over-winters in the state on a regular 
basis is as yet unproven; earliest dates of singing birds are in mid-Feb. One 
was singing in Otoe Co 13 Feb (L&CF). 

Western Meadowlark: Earliest singing was 10 Feb in Lancaster Co (LE). 

Rusty Blackbird: This apparently declining species was present in better numbers 
than in recent years, with a total of about 220 reported. The surprising 92 on 
the DeSoto NWR CBC 27 Dec was a count record (fide JT), the 25 in 
Washington Co 24 Dec (CNK, JT) were likely included in the DeSoto NWR 
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CBC tally a few days later, 25 were at BOL 7 Jan (LE), and 20 were in 
Seward Co 15 Feb (JG). Most reports were in Dec, but 5 reports were in Jan- 
Feb, involving about 60 individuals (LE, RS, NR, JG); all reports were from 
the east. 

Brewer's Blackbird: A rare winter visitor southward, there were 2 reports: 6 were 
found in Lincoln Co 3 Jan (TJW) and a female was in Seward Co 15 Feb 
(JG). 

Common Grackle: The 15-20 at North Platte 5 Jan (TJW) were late for a flock; 
midwinter records are usually of single males. More surprising was a “huge 
flock” in Lincoln Co 8 Feb (SA). More typical of winter records were singles 
in Omaha 11 Feb (JR) and Colfax Co the same day (WF). 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species is rare in midwinter; stragglers were 15 near 
North Platte 5 Jan (TJW), and singles at Alma 7 Jan (G&WH) and in Dodge 
Co 11 Jan (RV). A probable early migrant was in North Platte 16 Feb (TJW), 
and the first migrant group was a mixed-gender flock of 60 at Axtell 27 Feb 
(WF). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Arrival was earlier than usual; singles were in Custer Co 
13 Feb (TH) and Nebraska City the same day (L&CF), 6 were at BOL 14 Feb 
(JGJ), and one was at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 15 Feb (CNK). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: A major surprise was one at an Ogallala feeder 3-4 Jan 
(CWH, video), only the 2nd record east of the Panhandle. Regular at WSR in 
s. Sioux Co, 21 wintered there, including 2 of the “Hepburn’s” form (HKH). 

Purple Finch: Westerly were one on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK) and 2 
in Custer Co 10 Jan (KSt). Numbers overall were about average. 

Cassin's Finch: None were reported; most years it is reported from the Panhandle. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Few were reported; easterly were 15 at BOL 1 Dec (LE), with 6 there 
13 Jan (LE), and 2 in Omaha 8 Jan (JR). The only other reports were of 4 on 
the LM CBC 3 Jan (fide SJD) and 4 in Lincoln Co 3 Jan (SA). 

Common Redpoll: Reports were widespread, but numbers were low, the total 30- 
35. Best count was 9 at an Omaha feeder for 2 weeks in mid-Feb (MH). 

Pine Siskin: Excellent numbers were reported statewide, but especially in the west; 
best count was a “record” 300 in a yard near Mitchell 8 Feb (KD). Other good 
counts were 245 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK) and 100 in 
Lincoln Co 3 Jan (TJW). 

American Goldfinch: The 548 on the Seward-Branched Oak CBC 14 Dec was 2nd- 
highest ever (fide JG). 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Differential Use of Agricultural Fields and Rangeland Nesting Habitat 
by McCown's Longspur {Calcarius mccownii) and Chestnut-Collared 
Longspur {Calcarius ornatus ) in Western Nebraska 


Larry Snyder and Bartholomew L. Bly 
Nebraska Prairie Partners 
P.O. Box 489 
Scottsbluff NE 69363 


INTRODUCTION 


The Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan (NNLP) lists both McCown's Longspur 
and Chestnut-collared Longspur as Tier I and Tier II species of conservation concern, 
respectively (Schneider et al. 2005). McCown's Longspur is listed as a Tier I 
species (highest conservation priority) in Nebraska because of regional population 
declines (Schneider et al. 2005), and because it is also listed on the Partners in 
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Flight WatchList (Fitzgerald and Pashley 2000). The breeding distribution of 
McCown's Longspur in Nebraska is suggested to be the westernmost counties of the 
Panhandle (With 1994), although limited information on the breeding ecology of 
this species exists for Nebraska. In fact, Mollhoff (2001) only recorded McCown's 
nesting in the westernmost Panhandle, specifically Kimball and Sioux Counties, 
although both geographic areas are believed to harbor sizeable breeding populations 
(Sharpe et al. 2001). McCown’s Longspur habitat is shortgrass prairie with short 
stature vegetation with areas of intermixed bare ground (With 1994, Mollhoff 2001, 
Sharpe et al. 2001). Threats to the regional population include habitat conversion 
and fragmentation, and management practices that maintain taller vegetation 
(Schneider et al. 2005). 

Breeding populations of the Chestnut-collared Longspur have been much 
reduced in Nebraska, and the area in which it is presumed to breed within the state is 
largely disjunct from other regional breeding populations (Hill and Gould 1997). 
Even within the state, breeding records are scattered with most probable nesting 
attempts occurring in the most western and more northern counties of the Panhandle 
(Mollhoff 2001). As with McCown's Longspur, sizeable Chestnut-collared 
Longspur breeding populations are believed to occur in Sioux and other northern 
Panhandle counties, as well as across Kimball County, although breeding numbers 
and locations likely shift from year to year in response to moisture levels (Sharpe et 
al. 2001). The Chestnut-collared Longspur prefers to nest in grazed/bumed areas 
with taller vegetation (Rosche 1982, Hill and Gould 1997) than does McCown's 
Longspur. It is thought to breed in pastures of the northern Panhandle where grass 
height was predominantly 20-30 cm, slightly taller than those areas (10-20 cm) 
where they are thought occur in the southern Panhandle (Mollhoff 2001). These two 
species of longspur only breed in proximity to one another when a mosaic of 
grassland microhabitats is available (With 1994), thus accommodating each species' 
breeding habitat requirements. 

In 2002 the Nebraska Prairie Partners (NPP), a cooperative partnership 
between the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory (RMBO) and Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission (NGPC), initiated surveys to identify the relative abundance and 
extent of the breeding distribution of Mountain Plover in Nebraska. One of these 
surveys was aimed at gaining access to private lands across the Kimball Grasslands 
Biologically Unique Landscape (BUL) and locating/marking Mountain Plover nests 
on agricultural fields. During these surveys, we routinely encountered McCown's 
and Chestnut-collared Longspurs displaying breeding and nesting behaviors (e.g. 
falling leaf display). We opportunistically recorded data on McCown’s and 
Chestnut-collared Longspur nests during Mountain Plover nest marking surveys to 
gain knowledge of their distribution and nesting habits within Nebraska. We couple 
these data with data from section-based surveys conducted across western Nebraska 
by RMBO during the 2006 and 2007 field seasons, where both longspur species 
were also recorded along with general habitat data. The purpose of this paper is to 
provide information on nesting locations and general habitat information for both 
McCown's and Chestnut-collared Longspurs breeding in Nebraska. 
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METHODS 

Study Area and Field Surveys 

We conducted surveys across the Kimball Grasslands BUL (Schneider et al. 
2005) in the southwestern Panhandle, including sections located in northwestern and 
south-central Kimball County. This study area lies adjacent to the northern 
boundary of the Pawnee National Grassland in Colorado, a large, relatively 
contiguous shortgrass prairie. The predominant composition of Kimball County is 
dryland agriculture (64%) intermixed with native rangeland (33%) on the xeric 
tablelands surrounding the Lodgepole Creek drainage (USDA 2002 Census of 
Agriculture: NASS Fact Finder). 

Nesting observations for both Chestnut-collared and McCown's Longspurs 
were recorded during NPP Mountain Plover nest marking activities, which were 
initiated between mid-April and the end of June in 2007. Technicians drove parallel 
transects with ATV's (5-10 mph) down strip rows (millet stubble, wheat stubble, 
and fallow bare) and through native rangeland when fields were too muddy following 
rain events. During the 2007 field season, a total of 23,575 acres (22,455 acres of 
dryland agriculture and 1,120 acres of rangeland) was surveyed with nest marking 
methods from which longspur species were recorded. When longspurs were flushed 
off nests, technicians backed away from the area until the adult returned, at which 
point the actual nest location was determined before approaching the area again. 
Because longspurs were not the target species of this activity, little time was allowed 
for adults to return before a general nesting GPS location and associated landuse data 
were recorded (personal observation of nesting adult flushing behavior when adults 
with nests were located). When adults returned quickly we recorded a GPS point at 
the nest, associated land use surrounding the nest, and species of longspur. 

In both 2006 and 2007, RMBO conducted 3 point count surveys on 
randomly selected sections across the shortgrass prairie ecoregion (Bird Conservation 
Region 18) in western Nebraska. These surveys were developed to address the entire 
community of birds, not longspur species in particular, observed within these 
sections, and are used to suggest approximate distributions and relative abundances 
of breeding grassland birds across the study area. Section based surveys were 
conducted between mid-May and the end of June, a time period that corresponds 
largely with the presence of resident birds (e.g., migrants for most species have 
moved through already), so detections during these surveys were taken to infer 
nesting by resident birds within the Nebraska portion of BCR 18. During the 2006 
and 2007 field seasons, respectively, 645 sections (583 on native rangeland, 62 on 
dryland agriculture) and 619 sections (558 on native rangeland, 61 on dryland 
agriculture) were surveyed. While some habitat association data were collected on 
sections during these surveys, we focus on general landscape features (e.g., landuse 
within section) where birds were detected. Our section survey results were not 
corrected for any detectability issues (e.g., sections where longspurs may have been 
present but were not detected) and should therefore be considered with caution. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The earliest observations of McCown's Longspur flocks migrating into the 
study area during the 2007 field season was 1 April, but whether any of the birds 
observed in these flocks were local breeders is beyond the scope of this study. Thus, 
the earliest date for the onset of nesting during the 2007 field season could not be 
determined. Longspurs were documented on a total of 11 different properties across 
the Kimball Grasslands BUL, with the majority of nests being located in south- 
central Kimball County. Between 30 May and 15 June 2007, a total of 37 
McCown's Longspur breeding locations was recorded, including 7 nests (2 of which 
were located in fallow bare agricultural strips). Sixteen of these breeding locations 
were located in heavily grazed rangeland, while the other 21 were in agricultural 
fields (2 in millet stubble and 19 in fallow bare). All breeding locations were in 
areas that were either heavily grazed or were agricultural land with extensive areas of 
bare ground in the general nesting area. 

A total of 16 Chestnut-collared Longspur breeding locations was recorded 
during nest marking surveys, with 2 confirmed nests. All 16 breeding locations for 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs were situated in rangeland that was moderately grazed, 
and only overlapped with McCown's when patches of buffalograss and blue grama 
were present amongst prairie three awn and needle and thread grasses in surveyed 
pastures. This combination of grasses likely created the mosaic of short and mixed 
grass prairie that was suitable for both species. While a single Chestnut-collared 
adult was observed foraging in a millet stubble field during nest marking, no 
Chestnut-collared nests were ever located in agricultural fields. Four other longspur 
breeding locations were recorded in rangeland, but the species was not determined. 

Both McCown's and Chestnut-collared Longspurs were found nesting 
across the Kimball Grasslands BUL, although McCown's were encountered much 
more often. Increased McCown's Longspur observations is likely explained because 
McCown's were also found nesting within agricultural fields, and the majority of 
native rangeland within the Kimball Grasslands is often intensively grazed by cattle, 
creating a grassland habitat more conducive to McCown's nesting. Remaining 


Table 1. Results of nest location surveys and section surveys for McCown's and 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs in the BCR 18 portion of Nebraska in 2006 and 2007. 



McCown's 

Chestnut-collared 


Longspur 

Longspur 



2006 

2007 

2006 

2007 

; Nests / Nesting Areas in Rangeland 

— 

16 

— 

16 

; Nests / Nesting Areas in Crop Fields 

... 

21 

... 

o 

| Total Rangeland Sections Surveyed 

583 

558 

583 

558 

| Total Crop Field Sections Surveyed 

62 

61 

62 

61 

Total Observations in Rangeland Sections 

14 

12 

25 

17 

j Total Observations in Crop Field Sections 

0 

0 

0 

3 
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grassland in Kimball County occurs on ridges and breaks, which typically support 
shorter vegetation and bare ground which is also more suitable breeding habitat for 
nesting McCown’s Longspurs. The NNLP lists habitat conversion and 
fragmentation as a major threat to the persistence of McCown's Longspur 
populations in Nebraska, but anecdotally it appears that McCown's will nest in 
agricultural fields. Whether or not these nesting attempts are successful and result in 
a contribution to the local population was beyond the scope of this study but is an 
important question that needs to be addressed in evaluating the conservation status 
of this Tier I listed species in Nebraska. 



McCown’s Longspur nest, June 2005, Kimball Co, Nebraska. Photo by Larry Snyder, 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. 


Section survey results for McCown’s Longspur in 2006 revealed detections 
in 14 different sections in Sioux (9), Box Butte (3), and Kimball (2), with almost 
95% of the birds occurring in Sioux County (122 birds) and only 2 birds observed 
in Kimball County. Results for the 2007 surveys were similar in that detections of 
McCown's only occurred on 12 sections, with Sioux County accounting for nearly 
85% of the detections (only 4 in Kimball County), but they were detected across a 
wider area that included Sioux, Dawes, Banner, Kimball, and Dundy Counties. 
Whether the single observation in Dundy County was a possible migrant or 
significant find is unknown, but the other detections correspond with the accepted 
range of McCown’s Longspur in Nebraska. However, in contrast to the nest marking 
surveys that occurred across Kimball County, no McCown's were detected on 
dryland agricultural sections (n=123) during section surveys. 
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In 2006 Chestnut-collared Longspurs were detected on a total of 25 sections 
spread across Sioux, Box Butte, and Sheridan Counties, with Sioux County 
accounting for nearly half the sections (11) and more than 85% of the total count 
(270 birds). Results for Chestnut-collared in 2007 were very similar with only the 
addition of detections in Dawes County contributing to the total of 20 occupied 
sections, where again Sioux County accounted for nearly half of the sections (8) and 
nearly 85% of the total count (117 birds). However, in 2007 there were 3 detections 
(2 in Dawes and 1 in Box Butte) of Chestnut-collared Longspurs in agricultural 
fields, but whether these birds were actually breeding in these fields is open to 
speculation. 

Several points of interest arise when looking at the results of these various 
surveys, specifically the lack of detections of McCown's Longspur on agricultural 
sections and the relatively low number of detections of McCown's and Chestnut- 
collared Longspurs in Kimball County section surveys. While associated with short 
stature vegetation and areas of bare ground on native rangeland (With 1994), to the 
best of our knowledge McCown's Longspur as not been reported to nest in 
agricultural fields as was observed in the NPP study. Knowing that McCown's 
Longspur is breeding in agricultural fields and not being detected by traditional 
survey techniques raises the question of what effect sampling allocation (effort) may 
be having on the results of studies where similar section-based surveys are being 
utilized. In the RMBO section surveys, a significant amount of effort was allocated 
to sampling agricultural habitat; however, McCown's were not located on dryland 
crop sections. The RMBO results also would suggest that McCown's is a somewhat 
uncommon breeder and the Chestnut-collared is absent or only a rare breeder in 
Kimball County, when during nest marking surveys we encountered both species 
quite commonly during the breeding season. Breeding bird atlas surveys were a 
little more accurate in representing longspurs in Kimball County (Mollhoff 2001), 
but results of this study suggest that more species-specific work might be required to 
better understand the populations of McCown's and Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
breeding in Nebraska. 

No studies have been conducted on McCown's or Chestnut-collared 
Longspur nest survival in rangeland and agricultural fields in Nebraska, and 
understanding nest survival rates on both rangeland and agricultural fields will be 
required to better understand the conservation needs of McCown's (and possibly 
Chestnut-collared) Longspur in Nebraska. Considerable variation was observed in 
clutch sizes for both species, but whether this variation was because nests were 
located before all eggs were laid or whether eggs/chicks had been depredated from the 
nest is uncertain, and at this point is based on a small sample size. Mollhoff (2001) 
suggested and we are in agreement that additional information on the nesting 
ecology of these two species in Nebraska is required before conservation actions can 
be addressed for either species. However, what is known about these species is that 
nesting habitat is available and is being utilized by both McCown's and Chestnut- 
collared Longspurs across the western portion of the Panhandle, including both 
native rangeland and agricultural fields. 
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75 Years Ago in The Nebraska Bird Review 

The following is from the Nebraska Bird Review of January 1934 (Volume 
II, No. 1), which was sent then, as it is now, to all members of the NOU not in 
arrears for dues, which in 1934 were $1.00 per year. 

GENERAL NOTES 

A Midsummer Red Crossbill Record for South-central Nebraska. - On 

or about July 12, 1933, a flock of fifty or more Red Crossbills {Loxia curvirostra 
subsp.) was noted feeding in the two Douglas Fir trees in the yard at my home here. 
The birds spent most of their time feeding on the cones in these two trees, and 
remained for about the following ten days before departing.- Miss Ruth M. Mauck, 
Nelson, Nebr. 

An Early Fall Record for the American Bohemian Waxwing. - On 

September 19, 1933, I noted two American Bohemian Waxwings ( Bombycilla 
garrula pallidiceps) in the pear trees at this place. I had never seen this species 
before, but very distinctly saw the black throat patch and the characteristic white 
markings on the wings. I am told that this is an unusually early fall date for the 
species in Nebraska.- Miss Ruth M. Mauck, Nelson, Nebr. 

The Clark Nutcracker at Kearney, Buffalo County. - On October T, 
1933, I was in a duck blind on the Platte River two miles east of the Kearney 
bridge. Happening to look toward the north bank, to my surprise I saw a flock of 
ten Clark Nutcrackers ( Nucifraga columbiana ) flying across the river from the north 
to the south bank. They flew within a few yards of me, and there can be no possible 
mistake in their identification.- Cyrus A Black, Kearney, Nebr. 

A Sixth Nebraska Record of the European Starling. - I note in the 
columns of the Nebraska Bird Review that the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris 
vulgaris) has been reported in Nebraska from near Western, Saline County; from 
seven miles northwest and from three miles north of Lincoln, Lancaster County; 
from five miles north of Crete, Saline County; and from Saint Edward, Boone 
County. A sixth Nebraska record is that of a bird that I noted in the yard at my 
home at 3103 South 35th Street, Lincoln, on or about September 10, 1933. It was 
in company with five or six Bronzed Grackles, and my attention was first drawn to 
it by its peculiar note. I then noticed its spotted plumage, stubby tail and other 
Starling characteristics.- Miss Louisa E. Wilson, Lincoln, Nebr. 

The Seventh Nebraska European Starling Record. - On November 26, 
1933, a farmer living here in Dodge County near Hooper brought me a live European 
Starling {Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris). He stated that there were a number of these 
birds roosting in his bam, and that they had been there all fall. I asked him to watch 
these birds and report to me if they left or if they stayed there all winter. So far I 
have heard nothing from him and infer that the birds are still present on his farm.- 
Joseph E. Stipsky, Hooper, Nebr. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2009 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The most obvious pattern this spring was early arrivals, especially among the 
shorebirds. Dunlin arrived record early, and 5 other species were close to record 
early dates. However, warblers, sparrows, and buntings were pushing early dates and 
Brown-headed Cowbird was early in numbers. 

Winter finches were scarce except for Pine Siskin, which was present in good 
numbers, although breeding evidence was nonexistent. 

Glossy Ibis continued in numbers as did easterly Lazuli Buntings. Nesting 
was confirmed at a new location for Red-shouldered Hawk; this is currently the only 
known active site in the state. 

It was a great spring for genuine zooties: Common Crane, a spring Sabine's 
Gull, Ash-throated Flycatcher, yet another Lincoln Pygmy Nuthatch, first state 
records for Fish Crow, Black-throated Gray Warbler, and Baird's Sparrow singing on 
migration. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L SRA, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
CRP: Conservation Reserve Program (Federal) 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy SRA, Keith Co 
LNB: Lake North/Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala SRA, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin, WMA, Seward Co 
NNF: Nebraska National Forest 
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster Co 
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
Res: Reservoir 
RWB: Rainwater Basin 

eastern RWB mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding counties 
western RWB mostly Phelps Co 
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SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 

WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State) 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal) 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, s. Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER: 

Calamus Res SRA: Loup and Garfield Cos 

Funk Lagoon WPA: Phelps Co 

Harvard Marsh WPA: Clay Co 

Jack Sinn WMA: Lancaster and Saunders Cos 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co 

Rowe Sanctuary: Buffalo Co 

Wehrspann L: Chaleo Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy Co 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Andrew Bankert, Melbourne Beach, FL 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 

AH: Alice Heckman, Kearney 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BM: Bruce Mellberg, Lincoln 

BP: Becky Potmesil, Alliance 

BR: Bud Rogers, Scottsdale, AZ 

CG: Cory Gregory, Ames, 1A 

CH: Charles Hedeen, Three Forks, MT 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DA: David Alcock, Broomfield, CO 

DB: Debra Beck, Bellevue 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DJ: Dee Jordan, Danbury 

DL: Daniel Leger, Lincoln 

DR: Donna Royer, Bosque Farms, NM 

DS: David Stairs, Chambers 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

ECT: Edna Claire TTiomas, Morrill 
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EM: Elizabeth Molloy, Omaha 

ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GB: Gail Bleidt, Lewellen 

GG: Greg Grove, State College, PA 

HA: Henry Armknecht, Osborne, KS 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Seward 

JGi: Jim Gibson, Chadron 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JK: Jay Keller, Arlington, VA 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Ceresco 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JMu: John Murphy, Kearney 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRe: Justin Reed, Lincoln 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JS: Joe Sebastiani, Hockessin, DE 

JSh: Jeff Shenot, Upper Marlboro, MD 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 

KCo: Kathy Cohen, Beatrice 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA 

KK: Ken Kranow, Alliance 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LB1: Laurine Blankenau, Omaha 

LE: Lariy Einemann, Lincoln 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LS: Larry Semo, Boulder, CO 

MB: Mark Brogie; Creighton 

MD: Marybeth Dodson, Kearney 

ME: Mike Ellis, Omaha 

MJR: Mary Jo Rome, Omaha 

ML: Marian Leach, Omaha 

MR: Mike Resch, Pepperell, MA 

MS: Matt Sittell, Bellevue 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

MW: Matt Webb, Fort Collins, CO 
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PAJ; Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 
RO: Ryan O'Donnell, Logan, UT 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RT: Rob Tyser, La Crosse, WI 
RW: Rick Wright, Tucson, AZ 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMc: Steve Mcllree, Omaha 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TP: Theresa Pester, Walton 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Small numbers were westerly in Scotts Bluff Co 
through 8 Apr (KD, AK), with an unexpectedly high count there of 150 on 29 
Mar (KD). Also westerly was one at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 30 Mar 
(TJW). One at Jack Sinn 29 May (LE) was a straggler. 

Snow Goose: The e. RWB usually has a good number of stragglers; 70 were 
counted 9 May, most at Harvard Marsh (JGJ). One in Madison Co 10 May 
was wounded (MB). 

Ross's Goose: Best count was the 170 in Lancaster Co 17 Mar (LE), while in Scotts 
Bluff Co 90-100 were in the Winters Creek L area 1 Mar (KD, RSg). 
Straggling were one in York Co 14-17 May (JGJ) and another in Saunders Co 
10 May (LE). 

Cackling Goose: A good count away from the c. Platte Valley was the 410 in 
Lancaster Co 2 Mar (LE). 

Canada Goose: Best single-location tally was the 5100 at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 1 Mar (RSg). 

Mute Swan: Scattered singles and pairs continue to be reported; 2 adults and an 
immature near Crete 11 Apr (DL) were at a known hobbyist's location (TEL), 2 
were at Wehrspann L 27 Apr (JWH), and a pair was in w. Omaha 30 Apr-1 
May (ML). Photos of the 2 Wehrspann L birds (JWH) show second-year 
plumage; it is likely they were the same two that were there in juv. plumage in 
the fall of 2008. 
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Trumpeter Swan: Migrants included 2 in Otoe Co 15 Mar (CNK) and one near the 
North Platte airport 18-29 Mar (TJW). 

Tundra Swan: A group of 5 was near Stapleton 3 Mar, identified by size, bill 
characters, and a yellow spot at the base of the bill (TJW). 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Wigeon: One photographed at Funk Lagoon 5-7 Mar (KS, PD) was a bit 
early; this species has been reported at least once each year recently in the 
RWB. 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

American Black Duck: Rarely reported recently, a pair was at BOL 6 Mar (JGJ). 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Earliest were 2 near Niobrara rather early on 7 Mar (MB). 

Cinnamon Teal: Earliest were 2 males near North Platte 19 Mar (TJW), and 
easterly were one at FF 23 Apr (£B), rare that far east, and 1-4 at NLB 6-11 
May (JGJ). 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-Winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Very late were singles at Jack Sinn 29 May (LE) and in York Co 17- 
23 May (JGJ). 



Hooded Merganser, Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Center, Lancaster Co., 25 May 2009. 
Photo by Edward Tickle. 
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Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Dock: Routine reports. 

Greater Scaup: A female was rather late at NLB 11 May (JGJ, photo); there are 
only 5 later spring dates. 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

White-winged Scoter: A rare spring occurrence, only the 25th, was one in Johnson 
Co 25 Mar (KCo, details). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Hooded Merganser: A photo of an apparent hatch-year juvenile (WM) taken in 
Lincoln 25 May (ET) suggested an early breeding in the area. The presence of 
2 “possible juveniles” in North Platte 27 May (TJW) seemed less likely to 
indicate breeding; ages of the birds were not confirmed. Breeding records to 
date are along the Missouri River Valley. 

Common Merganser: The 2750 in Lancaster Co 2 Mar (LE) was a good count. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Best count was a moderate 28 at BOL 27 Mar (LE). 

Ruddy Duck: The 450 at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 24 Apr (DA) was an 
excellent count. 

Gray Partridge: Current center of abundance in the extreme ne. Nebraska range 
seems to be in Cedar and Dixon Cos; the area immediately w. of Laurel has a 
few (fide MB), and 3 were ne. of Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 2 May 
(RE). Further w. in nw. Pierce and ne. Antelope Cos it is “very rare”, although 
one was seen there n. of Highway 20 on 14 May (MB). Sightings extended 
nw. to Boyd Co, where one was found 24 May (DH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species continues to do well at the e. and s. edges of 
its range, notably on public areas in the RWB, where 3 were at Harvard Marsh 

18 Mar (JGJ) and a lek was at Hansen WPA, Clay Co, 26 Apr (JGJ). Easterly 
reports included 2 leks with 7 and 17 birds in n. Cedar Co 28 Mar (BFH), 46 
birds near Albion 1 Mar and 12 on a lek there 10 May (D&CN), up to 12 
during the season at or near SCP (KP), and 33 birds on a newly-discovered lek 
in extreme se. Butler Co 3 Apr (JG). Elsewhere, grassland conditions 
precluded use of the public viewing area at Burchard L WMA, Pawnee Co, 
(WRS), but 13 birds were nearby to the w. on a well-managed private prairie 

19 Apr (JC, SS). In sc. Nebraska, where distribution is spotty, a lek with 15 
birds was a few miles sw. of Rowe Sanctuary in Kearney Co 8 Mar (LR, RH), 
two were booming in Furnas Co 5 May (WF), and a lek was found in the 
canyons of se. Lincoln Co 18 May (TJW). 

Wild Turkey: Good counts were the 500 observed along 1-80 between Lincoln and 
Ogallala 17 Apr (RE) and 200 at Calamus Res 25 Mar (JS). 

Northern Bobwhite: Northwesterly were singles in Custer Co 10 Mar (TH) and 25 
May (WF), in Loup Co 24 Apr (SJD), and 2 along the Logan-Lincoln Co line 
27 May (LR, RH). 

Common Loon: More than usual, at least 29, were reported e. of the Panhandle 21 
Mar (JGJ, LE), rather early, through 10 May (TJW); two later reports were 
westerly, as expected for later spring dates, with 2 at LO 18 May (MR) and 
one at Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, 28 May (GG). Best count was the 7 at BOL 
8 Apr (JGJ). 
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Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: The 50 at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 14 Apr (JGJ) was an excellent 
count. 

Eared Grebe: The 300 at Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, 1 May (JGi) was a good tally 
away from a breeding location. 

Western Grebe: Routine reports. 

Clark's Grebe: The only report was of one at LO, where regular, 18 May (MR). 

American White Pelican: The thousand at both Calamus Res 11 Apr (MUs) and 
LO 17 Apr (RE) were good totals. Rather early were 9 at L Minatare, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 1 Mar(RSg). 

Brown Pelican: An immature at LNB, Platte Co, 15-17 May (D&JP, LE photo) 
was the 7th documented spring record; there is one for fall. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Early arrivals were one in Sarpy Co 5 Mar (JM) and 4 
at HCR 6 Mar (G& WH). Nesting was under way at the w. end of HCR by 29 
Apr, when at least 25 nests were noted in live trees at the w. end of the 
reservoir (G&WH), a site used in 1999-2001 then abandoned due to fluctuating 
water levels. Third or fourth-best spring count ever was the 2000-3000 at 
Calamus Res 11 Apr (MUs). 

American Bittern: One was discovered in shrubs at an office building in Omaha 30 
Apr (fide D&JP); it stayed through the next day (JSt, MS). 

Least Bittern: This is another southern species being reported more often northward 
in recent years; singles were at Jack Sinn 10 May (LE) and northerly at 
Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 24 May (GG). 

Great Blue Heron: A small colony with 6 nests was found along a small creek in s. 
Dixon Co 7 May (JJ). 

Great Egret: One at Springer WPA, Hamilton Co, 19 Mar (JGJ) was 5th-earliest on 
record. Best count was the 27 in the e. RWB 27 Apr (JGJ), a typical best 
spring count (highs are around 40). Rarer westward, one was at North Platte 17 
Apr (TJW). 

Snowy Egret: A statewide spring migrant, 16 were reported 21 Apr (KK) through 
21 May (CG), a typical migration. 

Little Blue Heron: Uncommon in spring, the only report was of one in Seward Co 
17 May (JG). 

Cattle Egret: Third-earliest on record was one at PL 30 Mar (LE). Only about 60 in 
all were reported. 

Green Heron: Rare northwestward, one was at Lisco 25 Apr (WF). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: The 43 in the e. RWB 26 Apr (JGJ) was a good 
count. High is 84. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: One was at WGP 11 May (KCR); this is a rare 
spring migrant. 

Glossy Ibis: Multiple reports continue, including photos, from experienced 
observers, with no fewer than 8 individuals reported 23 Apr-17 May (PD, JGJ, 
CG, TJW). Photos show little or no evidence of hybridization, interesting in 
that further s., notably in Oklahoma, hybrids occur in numbers of the same 
order as “pure” birds. Of the 33 documented records to date, 30 were in the 
period 2005-2009. 

White-faced Ibis: Good numbers were reported, as in recent years; total was about 
495. Earliest was one in the e. RWB 11 Apr (JJ), rather early. Best count was 
2nd-best ever, 120 in Sheridan Co 29 Apr (CG). 
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Turkey Vulture: Earliest was one in Douglas Co 6 Mar (DB); there are a few late 
Feb dates. 

Osprey: One at FF 5 Mar (PS) is the earliest documented record for this species; 
another at BOL 27 Mar (LE) was rather early also. A good count was the 6 at 
LO 17 Apr (RE). 

White-tailed Kite: One was reported by an experienced observer hovering and flying 
across 1-80 a few miles w. of Lincoln in extreme e. Seward Co 30 May (LS); 
this species is another southern species appearing more often northward on the 
Great Plains. 

Mississippi Kite: First at the regular Ogallala site was one on 18 May (MR); a 
surprise, however, was a sub-adult at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 27 May (WF). 
Recently there have been increasing (but not numerous) reports away from 
Ogallala, mostly in Sep. 

Bald Eagle: The “annual shad die-off’ at Calamus Res in early Mar concentrated a 
large number of Bald Eagles; peak was a near-record count of 273 on 12 Mar 
(DS). The pair at DeSoto NWR hatched young 10 Apr (SMc). 

Northern Harrier: A pair was courtship feeding over CRP grassland near Ceresco 
12 May; they had been present since 10 Apr (JLL). Nesting can occur anywhere 
habitat is extensive enough. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Last reported migrants were one in Seward Co 17 May 
(PAJ) and a female in Loup Co 21 May (DH). 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported; last dates in spring are in early May. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: There was encouraging news of this species. After several 
sightings of single birds in 2008 in the PL area of Lancaster Co, 2 birds were 
seen for the first time 9 Mar this year (LE) and breeding was confirmed with 
the discovery of a pair tending a nest 30 feet up in a Green Ash 30 Mar; 2 
chicks were present 9 May (LE, WM). Sightings of singles in the BOL area 
over the same period may have been the PL birds (LE, JGJ). The only other 
recently-known breeding site has been FF, where breeding apparently has not 
occurred for several years, despite regular sightings of single birds. Singles 
were there this spring 27 Mar-16 Apr (PS, L&BP, JR). Also encouraging 
were sightings of a one-year-old at Zorinsky L, Omaha, 13 Mar (JK) and at 
Wehrspann L 17 Mar (RE). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Reports were widespread although numbers were low. Of 
interest is the continuation of the recent trend of increasing numbers of 
westerly sightings, including this year singles in Perkins and Grant Cos 25 
Apr (WF), at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 29 Apr (RO), and at LO 2 May (JGJ). 
No doubt associated with this trend was the return of the pair which bred for 
the first time in North Platte in 2008; 2 birds were present 20 Apr (TJW). 

Swainson's Hawk: A rare dark morph was with 30 “normal” birds in e. Nebraska 
19 Apr (D&JP). An easterly pair with a yearling near Peru 12 May may have 
bred in the area in 2008 (WRS). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: This species can be numerous at migration peaks; 100 were 
estimated between Lincoln and Ogallala along 1-80 17 Apr (RE). A nest-box 
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on the Game and Parks building in Lincoln had 4 newly-hatched chicks 7 
May, and 5 were present 15 May (JGJ). 

Merlin: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: Easterly were singles in Cedar Co 25 Apr (DA) and Fillmore Co 16 
May (MB), the latter rather late that far east. 

Peregrine Falcon: The resident pairs in Lincoln and Omaha initiate nesting early; 
the Omaha pair, Zeus and Hera, had an egg 30 Mar (CNK). The Lincoln pair's 
eggs hatched 12-13 May and there were 4 chicks 20 May (JGJ). First migrant 
was not reported until 23 Apr (DH). 

Yellow Rail: Another perplexing rail report was of a clicking sound, as given by 
this species, emanating “from a grassy clump” at FF 3 May (LB1). Not 
surprisingly, the perpetrator of the sound was not seen, but the date is good 
based on the scanty data available in Nebraska. 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: The 1711 in Lancaster Co 2 Apr (LE) was a good count. 

Sandhill Crane: A pair arrived at the Morrill Co breeding location 19 Mar and had 
2 downy week-old chicks 23 May (KD). Other birds in potential breeding 
locations were a pair at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 23 May (KD), and 
singles in Kearney Co 28 May (WF) and at CLNWR 30 May (AK). Another, 
heard in York Co 17 May, and possibly calling from County Line WPA, York 
and Fillmore Cos, (D&JP) may have been a late migrant or a potential breeder. 

Common Crane: Now being reported each spring, one was photographed on the 
observer's ranch near Lewellen 18-21 Mar (GB, 
http://www.cranevalleyranch.com); one was there in 2007 also. 

Whooping Crane: The usual scattered migrants were reported. A juvenile was near 
Doniphan rather early 16 Mar (JRe) and a single was flying with Sandhill 
Cranes near Kearney 26 Mar (MD). A family group was photographed in 
Kearney Co 28 Mar (JGJ) and a single was there 11 Apr (JGJ). Westerly was a 
group of 6 adults and a juvenile in Lincoln Co 17 Apr, with 5 still there 19 
Apr (TJW). 

Black-bellied Plover: An excellent count was the 363 in the e. RWB 14 May, 
including 253 at Flarvard Marsh (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: Record early by 8 days was one at Tamora Basin, 
Seward Co, 6 Mar (JGJ); there is only one other Mar record for the e. RWB 
(fide JGJ). Best e. RWB tally this spring was a moderate 274 on 14 May 
(JGJ). 

Snowy Plover: There were more reports than usual for this now-regular spring 
migrant; 5 sightings of 6 birds came from the e. RWB 23 Apr-18 May (PD, 
JGJ, JG). Elsewhere, where still rare away from LM, the observer's 2nd record 
for Antelope Co was a single 13 Apr (MB), and one (heading for LM?) was at 
North Platte SL 2 May (JGJ). None were reported from LM. 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: Three were at CLNWR from 3 May through the period, with one 
incubating 31 May (CG, SJD); breeding began here in 2007. An intrepid 
traveler, one of 5 birds in the e. RWB 26 Apr (JGJ), was banded in 
Saskatchewan in 2006 and re-sighted on Padre Island, TX, in 2008 (fide JGJ). 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 
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Mountain Plover; Two were found 5 May n. of Bushnell in Kimball Co (RE), 
where there has been a lack of reports in recent years. 

Black-necked Stilt: Six at Jensen WPA, Kearney Co, 18 Apr (KS, JMu) were rather 
early; record early date is 9 Apr. One at HCR 29 May (WF) was unexpected, 
but 3 additional reports were from expected locations in the w. Sandhills (RO, 
MR, AK). Surprisingly, none were reported from the e. RWB. 

American Avocet: The 100-150 at North Platte SL 1 May (TJW) was a good tally. 

Spotted Sandpiper; Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Singles at Rowe Sanctuary 4 Mar (KS) and at Funk Lagoon 6 
Mar (PD) were rather early; record early is 1 Mar. A record count was the 300 
in the e. RWB 11 Apr, including 111 at North Harvard Basin, Clay Co, (JGJ). 

Willet: The 105 in the e. RWB 24 Apr (JGJ) was a good count. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Four on 9 Mar in Lancaster Co (LE) were 3rd-earliest on record. 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Whimbrel: Four sightings of this rare but regular spring migrant were reported, a 
total of 8 birds. One in York Co 24 Apr (JGJ) was rather early, only the 9th 
record for Apr. One was in Antelope Co 13 May (MB), 4 were at Harvard 
Marsh 14 May (JGJ), and 2 were in Merrick Co 16 May (WF). 

Long-billed Curlew: Earliest were 2 on a Sheridan Co ranch 31 Mar (BP). The 20 
in McPherson Co 14 Apr (TJW) was a good count. Rare as far e. as the e. 
RWB, only the 9th record there was one that flew over Tamora Basin, Seward 
Co, 18 Apr (JGJ); also easterly were one in Wheeler Co 24 Apr (SJD) and 5 in 
Loup Co 24 Apr (SJD). 

Hudsonian Godwit: The 24 at Harvard Marsh 11 Apr (JGJ) tied the 3rd-earliest 
date. Westerly reports are rare; one was at North Platte SL 18 May (TJW). 

Marbled Godwit: One at North Platte SL 27 May (TJW) was a rather late migrant. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Several were reported 9-23 May, a good showing: 3 were in the 
e. RWB 9 May (JGJ), 2 in a dry field with Black-bellied Plovers in se. 
Cuming Co 13 May (D&JP), 3 were at Harvard Marsh 18 May (PD), one was 
at Bittern's Call WMA, Dawson Co, 19-23 May (TJW, WF), and one was at 
Harvard Marsh 23 May (JGJ). NOU field trips reported sightings in 5 Cos lb- 
17 May (m.ob.). 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Large numbers pass through the e. RWB, peaking in 
early May; best count was 1400 there 9 May (JGJ). Record spring count is 
3500 on 4 May 2008. 

Western Sandpiper: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of 2 in 
Lancaster Co 3 May (LE). 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Arrival was early; 4th-earliest on record were 6 in the e. 
RWB 26 Apr (JGJ). Also early were 12 in Lincoln 30 Apr (LE). 

Baird's Sandpiper: Arrival was early for this species also; 2 in Saunders Co 8 Mar 
(CNK) tied record early and a single was at LO 10 Mar (TJW). The 1700 in the 
e. RWB 24 Apr (JGJ) was 2nd-highest spring count on record. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: A single in the e. RWB 18 Mar (JGJ) was rather early. 

Dunlin: Record early by 10 days was one in the e. RWB 21 Mar (JGJ). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Tying 5th-earliest were 11 in York Co 10 Apr (SM). 
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Five in the e. RWB 25 Apr (JGJ) were rather early, and 
25 at Harvard Marsh 23 May (JGJ) rather late. High count was low, only 93 on 
9 May in the e. RWB (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports were in the expected rather narrow window, 3-18 
May; earliest were 22-23 at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lancaster Co, 3 May (LE, 
BM), and last a single in Antelope Co 18 May (MB). Total reported was about 
60. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: The 30 in the e. RWB 18 Mar (JGJ) were rather early. 

Wilson's Snipe: An indication of peak migration was the 12 around a small pond 
near Peru 29 Mar (WRS); the 3 highest counts on record are in the period 3-4 
Apr. 

American Woodcock: This species is extending its range westward along major 
river valleys (or being looked for more carefully); one was heard near Paxton 
28 Mar (WF). It is an early nester, and late Mar sightings are likely to be of 
breeding birds (WM). 

Wilson's Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Generally a mid-May migrant, 6 at North Platte SL 1 May 
(TJW) were rather early. Best count was 74 in the e. RWB 14 May (JGJ), a 
good easterly count; 65 were at CLNWR 9 May (CG). Rather late for a good 
number were the 50 in Garden Co 29 May (GG); at least one was still at 
CLNWR 31 May (CG). Uncommon eastward, singles were in Sarpy Co 9 May 
(CNK) and on the lower Platte River 29 May (JGJ). 

Sabine's Gull: Nebraska's first spring record was of one at BOL 28 Mar (CNK, 
details). This species is very rare in spring on the Great Plains. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Routine reports. 

Franklin's Gull: Routine reports. 

Laughing Gull: One was reported in Platte Co 17 May 2009 (DL, details). 

Ring-billed Gull: An estimated 10,000 flew over Omaha 18 Mar (JED), a good 
number; high counts are 19-30,000. 

California Gull: Although regular in occurrence at LM, reports elsewhere are rare. 
The 3 reports were of an adult, believed to be of the subspecies albertaensis , at 
BOL rather early 8 Mar (JGJ, details), a “probable 3rd-year” in Lincoln Co 26 
Mar (TJW), and the first record for Rowe Sanctuaiy 15 Apr (KS). Easterly 
spring records, most of which are adults, are likely the prairie-breeding 
subspecies albertaensis ; they are larger and not as dark-mantled as summer 
birds seen at LM, many of which are likely to be the Colorado-breeding 
subspecies californicus. 

Herring Gull: The 2000 at BOL 1 Mar (JGJ) was a record spring count. 

Thayer’s Gull: Two were reported: a first-year at BOL 6-9 Mar (JGJ, LE) and a 
single at LM 2 May (JGJ), the latter the latest spring date on record. Spring 
sightings of non-wintering birds are few. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is now a regular spring migrant, as 
exemplified by the 5 reports of probably 7 birds this spring. An adult was at 
HCR 19 Mar (KS, DR), another adult was at LM 22 Mar (RL), 3 individuals 
were at Calamus Res 25 Mar (JS), and an un-aged single was at LM 11 Apr 
(CG), likely one of the 2 immatures there 2 May (JGJ). 

Glaucous Gull: There were several reports, including 3-4 away from LM. One was 
at HCR 19 Mar (KS, DR) and, possibly a different bird, 12 Apr (G&WH), and 
a probable 2nd-year was at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 20-21 Mar (KD, 
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RSg), which may have been one of the 2 at nearby L Minatare 9 Apr that were 
documented on YouTube (!) (KD). LM hosted a first-year bird 11 Apr (CG). 

Great Black-backed Gull: The only report of this casual spring species was of an 
immature at Alma SL 6-8 Mar (G&WH, details). 

Least Tern: A good count was the 35 on the lower Platte River 29 May (JGJ). 

Caspian Tern: More than usual were reported: 2 were at NLB 26 Apr (JGJ, MUs), 
singles were at CLNWR 5 May (CG) and Rowe Sanctuary 9 May (KS), and 4 
were at LO 18 May (MR). 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: One at HCR 9 May (KS) and 2 in Madison Co 10 May (MB) were 
rather early. 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: By far most common in rural towns rather than big 
cities, this species has only become common in Omaha neighborhoods during 
the last 3 years (JSt). 

White-winged Dove: Reports continue apace for this increasingly-sighted species, 
with 5 reports, including 2 birds together in Kearney 30 Apr (WF) and 1-2 
continuing there through 13 May (WF, TH). Elsewhere, singles were at Big 
Springs 13 Apr (BR), s. of Gering 7 May (AK), in Howard Co 9 May (fide 
SJD), and in se. Lincoln Co 18 May (TJW)- 

Mourning Dove: One in Valley Co 9 Mar (WF) was rather early for the north. A 
fresh egg shell fragment was found in a Lincoln yard 29 Mar, followed by the 
presence of 2 recently-fledged young 14 Apr (TEL). This appears to be the 
earliest documented breeding for Nebraska; young were in another Lincoln yard 
the last week of Apr a few years ago. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Arrival of any numbers of birds seemed a bit later than 
usual, even for this species, with only one report prior to mid-May, one at 
Wehrspann L 6 May (JSt), and only 3 others reported prior to 20 May (CNK, 
TJW). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only report of this elusive species was from Knox Co 10 
May (MB). 

Barn Owl: Easterly was one in Butler Co 17 May, albeit at a known location (JG). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: Routine reports. 

Barred Owl: A nest box near Elkhom had 3 eggs 15 Mar (DSt), and adults with a 
juvenile were seen in Seward Co 22 May (JG). One was at the w. edge of the 
range in Stanton Co 4 Mar (WF). 

Long-eared Owl: Suggestive of breeding was one at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 
2 May (RO), a known breeding location, and at NNF Halsey, where one was 
“singing” 9 May (RO). 

Short-eared Owl: Scattered singles were reported (KS, MB, MUs, JC, SS), as well 
as 3 roosting together in floodplain grassland near Peru 29 Mar (WRS). 
Singles in Kearney Co 24 Apr (LB) and near Ponca SP 2 May (RE) were 
possible breeders at those dates. 

Common Nighthawk: Most arrived from 13 May (RO) on, except for one early bird 
in Kearney Co 26 Apr (LB). 

Common Poorwill: Routine reports. 
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Chuck-will's-widow: A surprise was the 2 calling 30 May about 2 miles e. of 
Bameston, s. Gage Co (WRS). it is likely that this species is more common in 
the row of counties adjacent to Kansas and possibly w. to at least Jefferson Co 
than previously known; the first Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas had reports 
from Thayer and Webster Cos. 

Whip-poor-will: Nests are rarely reported, indeed one with 2 eggs found at Ponca 
SP 16 May (fide D&JP) may be one of only 2 or 3 for the state. Westerly, but 
at known locations, were 2 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 9-10 May (JC, 
SS, LE) and 2 in Knox Co 30 May (TJW). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Brady 18 Apr (TJW) were rather early so far west. 

White-throated Swift: One in Scotts Bluff Co 13 Apr (CG) was 2nd-earliest on 
record. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Earliest were singles 30 minutes apart in separate 
Bellevue yards (ARy, BG) on 23 Apr. One was far w. at WSR 18 May (HKH); 
this is the westernmost record of this species in spring. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 



Red-naped Sapsucker, Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co., 18 May 2009. Photo by 
Helen K. Hughson. 


Red-naped Sapsucker: One was at WSR 18 May (HKH, photo); the observer noted 
that usually one is seen there each spring and fall. This is only the 2nd 
documented spring record for Red-naped Sapsucker, although there are 8 in 
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fall. A sapsucker was reported in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 29 Apr 
without details; this bird was very likely also a Red-naped at this date and 
location. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Up to 4 were reported from FF during the period (JR, ARy), 
although no evidence was noted for breeding. At the only other regular 
location, ICSP, a female was seen in flight 12 May (WRS). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Rare westward, one at CLNWR 16 May (CG) was 
unexpected. The 4 at WGP 24 May (JWH) was an excellent count. 

Western Wood-Pewee: One in Hooker Co 30 May (SJD) was easterly; there are very 
few reports e. of the Panhandle during migration. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly was one in Custer Co 19 May (TJW). Small 
numbers occur in summer w. to the LM area. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only report was of one photographed at FF 30 May 
(PS). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Singles were reported at WP 23 and 28 May (DL, LE) and at 
PRSP 24 May (D&JP). This species is usually located in ravines in lower 
Missouri Valley forests. 

Alder Flycatcher: This species can be numerous and vocal during the last week of 
May; a total of 16 was reported, earliest one in Adams Co 23 May (PD) and 
most the 4 at FF 30 May (JR). 

Willow Flycatcher: One reported as a “Traill’s” was at FF 7 May (JR) and another 
reported as this species was at ADF the same day (SQ). Nine others were 
reported around the state. This and Least are the only Empidonax flycatchers 
expected before mid-May. 

Least Flycatcher: One in Omaha 24 Apr (JWH) was rather early; another was at FF 
30 Apr (JR). Last were 6 at WGP 24 May (JWH). 

Corditleran Flycatcher: The only reports were of 3 at a known breeding location, 
Sowbelly Canyon in Sioux Co, 27 May (GG), and an apparent migrant in 
Scotts Bluff Co 23 May (AK). 

Eastern Phoebe: One in Scotts Bluff Co 24 Mar (AK) was rather early for the 
Panhandle; arrival is later there than in the east, where earliest was one in 
Omaha 15 Mar (JR). The 7 at FF 8 Apr (AG) was a good count. 

Say's Phoebe: Routine reports. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher: One at WSR 4 May (HKH) was well-described; if 
accepted by the NOU Records Committee it would be the 3rd record for the 
state. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Arrival was rather early, but involved several reports 
within a few days, earliest the singles at Neale Woods in Washington Co 24 
Apr (CNK) and FF 25 Apr (JR). 

Cassin's Kingbird: None were reported; arrival is in May. 

Western Kingbird: One at CLNWR 22 Apr (CG) was rather early for the 
Panhandle. The strange affinity of this species for Eppley Airfield in Omaha 
was shown again by the count of 38 there 11 May; only 4 Eastern Kingbirds 
were found (JT). 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Reports continue apace for this species which is 
expanding northward into Nebraska. Singles were in York Co rather early 24 
Apr (JGJ), Lancaster Co 9 May (LE), and with the Eppley Airfield plethora of 
Western Kingbirds 11 May (JT). 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

White-eyed Vireo: An obliging bird hung around in FF for a week or so 2-9 May 
(PS photo, JC, SS, m.ob.). This is only the 22nd record since 1981 for this 
less-than-annual species. 

Bell's Vireo: Second-earliest on record were 2 in Butler Co 11 Apr (JG); arrival is 
usually in late Apr. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Two reports from Knox Co were at the w. edge of the 
current Missouri Valley range; one was there 10 May (MB) and the other was 
at Weigand Campground 30 May (TJW). 

Plumbeous Vireo: The only migrant(s) reported was at CLNWR 14-15 May (CG). 
Other singles were at breeding locations in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 27 
May (GG) and Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 28 May (GG). 

Blue-headed Vireo: About 15 were reported 4-17 May from the e. half of the state, 
a typical spring for this species (m. ob.). 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo: As many as 10 were reported, a good showing. All were in the 
east, although one in Hamilton Co 18 May (LE) was a bit westerly. Others 
were singles at Peru 10 May (JLL), in Otoe Co 21 May (SQ), and in Douglas 
Co 26 May (ME). An excellent count was the estimated 3-6 at WGP 21 May 

(RS). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Steller's Jay: One was reported from a Sheridan Co ranch 10 May (BP); there are 3 
previous records from Sandhills locations, two with dates, 26 Apr and 26 
May. There are about 30 reports for Nebraska. 

Blue Jay: The 122 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 4 May (JT) was a good 
count. 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of 2 in a bum area at Pants Butte, Sioux Co, 27 
May (GG). 

Black-billed Magpie: Interesting were 2 reports from the se.: singles were in 
Jefferson Co 3 May (LR, RH) and Nuckolls Co 27 May (WF), dates 
suggestive of breeding birds. Also easterly was one in Stanton Co 26 Apr 
(D&JP). 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Fish Crow: This species has been expanding northward in recent years and its 
appearance in Nebraska has been expected. There were two reports, pending 
acceptance by the Records Committee. An observer experienced with the 
species in Arkansas saw and heard 4 birds flying overhead in Omaha 5 Mar 
giving the distinctive double-noted call (DL, details). A second report was of 
one seen and heard gi ving the double-note call at mile 1.2 on the lower Platte 
River 29 May (JGJ, details). 

Raven sp.: Details were provided for one seen soaring overhead Mid calling near 
Enders Res, Chase Co, 22 May (TJW). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 




Vol. 77 No. 2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


61 


Purple Martin: Only the 8th Panhandle report away from the small colony in 
Lewellen was a female at CLNWR 31 May (SJD, CG). 

Tree Swallow: Rather early were 2 at BOL 17 Mar(LE) and one at HCR 19 Mar 
(KS). There are only 2 dates prior to 17 Mar. 

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Record early by one day was one in Lancaster 
Co 30 Mar (LE). 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: First sightings for some time were noted in 2 yards: one 
near Mitchell was the first “for several years” (KD), and “first for a while” was 
at Albion (D&CN). Numbers are still low in Lancaster Co (LE). 

Mountain Chickadee: The single bird in a Scotts Bluff Co yard from Dec 2008 
(see Winter Report) was last reported 5 Mar (fide KD). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Single birds were fairly widespread, although the only 
ones lingering into late May were in Oxford 20 May (RE), a Lincoln yard 21 
May (RE) and in Ogallala 22 May (JO). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Rather incredibly, one was at Holmes L, Lincoln, 24 Apr-6 May 
(LE). There are only 2 other documented records east of the Panhandle, both 
also in Lincoln, which defies explanation for a species which rarely leaves 
Ponderosa Pines. 

Brown Creeper: Singles in Omaha 26 Apr (MJR) and at Wehrspann L 27 Apr 
(JWH) were rather late away from breeding areas. Speaking of which, 1-2 were 
at FF, a known breeding site, through the end of the period (JR, CNK, RW, 
MUs). 

Rock Wren: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren: This species continues westerly in the Republican Valley at Barnett 
Park, McCook, with 2 there 22 Apr (TJW). One was westerly in Dawson Co 
29 May (WF). Nesting for the 3rd year in the observer's Bellevue mailbox, 
first egg was laid 11 Apr (ARy). 

Bewick’s Wren: A rare bird in Nebraska, averaging about one record every 2 years, 
one was at Holmes L, Lincoln 13 Apr (LE). 

House Wren: One at Danbury 3 Apr (DJ) was rather early; there are a few earlier 
reports, most undocumented. 

Winter Wren: This was an outstanding spring for this species, with multiple 
reports of 21 birds but who knows how many individuals at FF 25 Mar-25 
Apr (m. ob.). One observer tallied 17 for the season in the Bellevue-Omaha 
area (JED) and the 5 at FF 19 Apr (JR) tied the single-location high count for 
spring. The only other report was of one in Lincoln 16 Apr (RE). 

Sedge Wren: These birds migrate through Nebraska mostly in May, as this year, 
with few remaining to breed; there is only one report of possible nesting in 
May, and only about 3 instances in Jun. The bulk of breeding activity in 
Nebraska has occurred Jul-Aug. Thus several reports in late May of good 
numbers of apparently territorial birds were of interest, including discovery of 
2 nests, possibly dummy nests, as no eggs were present and no female was 
sighted with the 2-3 males, near Hastings 23 May (PD). At George Syas 
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WMA, Platte Co, 2-10 birds were present in each of 3 locations 28 May (DH), 
and 10 birds were at Wehrspann L 29 May (JWH). 

Marsh Wren: Both eastern and western song types were heard in the e. RWB, a 
western in York Co 17 May (WF) and an eastern in Buffalo Co 4 May (WF). 
This provides additional evidence that the two overlap during spring 
migration; all singing birds later in summer in the RWB have been easterns 
(JGJ). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: The 20 in FF 7 Apr (PS) was a good count. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: The 30 at PL 19 Apr (KC) was a good count. Arrival is 
later westward; one in Lincoln Co 29 Mar (TJW) was rather early there. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Nest-building was underway at PL on the rather early date 
of 24 Apr (KC), and a female was on a completed nest at FF 4 May (RW). 

Eastern Bluebird: Pairs checking nest boxes were rather early at SCP 10 Mar (KP) 
and near Peru 29 Mar (WRS). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Last reported was at CLNWR 10 May (CG); last dates in the 
west are around 20 May. 

Veery: One found dead in a Morrill yard 23 May (ECT) was unfortunately discarded; 
its subspecies would have been of interest. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: The 15 reported was more than usual; reports were in the 
period 4-22 May w. as expected only to Fillmore and Clay Cos (m. ob.). 

Swainson's Thrush: The 50-60 found in FF 16 May in 8.5 hours of birding (JR) 
indicated peak migration; 30 were at FF 23 May (JR) and 23 at WGP 9 May 
(JWH, JSt). 

Hermit Thrush: This was an excellent showing, with about 50 birds reported, all 
from the east 15 Mar-27 Apr (m. ob.). Best tally was a record 20 at FF 5 Apr 
(RW). 

Wood Thrush: Westernmost were 3 in Jefferson Co 3 May (LR, RH) and singles 
in Fillmore and Dodge Cos 16-17 May (WRS, D&JP). 

American Robin: Most are on territories by late Mar, but a flock of 18 presumed 
migrants was near Peru 29 Mar (WRS). 

Varied Thrush: A surprise was one in the observer's yard in Kearney 17 May (KS, 
photo); this is the 3rd-latest on record. 

Gray Catbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: Now rather common in s. and w. Nebraska, fewer are 
reported northward; one was in Garfield Co 22 May (DH), 3 were in Knox Co 
30 May (TJW), and 3 males were at CLNWR 29-30 May (SJD, GG). 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: A record count was the 100 using bum areas at SCP 12 May (KP). 
Spring migration is protracted; reports were in the expected period, 17 Mar-17 
May (m. ob.). 

Sprague's Pipit: Reports are increasing for this species, probably as observers learn 
its habits and habitat. SCP is the location of choice: one was there 26 Mar 
(KP), 3rd-earliest on record, and 25, a record spring count, were using a bum 
area there 7 May (LE). Elsewhere, singles were near Ashland 9 Apr (AG), in 
Loup Co 24 Apr (SJD), and at Ponca SP 2 May (RE). 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count reported was a moderate 151 in Lancaster Co 2 Mar 
(LE). 
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Blue-winged Warbler: The only report of this rare spring visitor was of one at 
WGP 7 May (JWH, JSt). 

Golden-winged Warbler: A typical spring saw 2 reports: singles at Towl Park, 
Omaha, 11 May (JSt) and ICSP 17 May (SM). 

Tennessee Warbler: Rare in the Panhandle with fewer than 40 reports, singles (or 
same bird) were at CLNWR 16 and 23 May (CG). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 

Nashville Warbler: The 7 at ICSP 12 May (WRS) was a good count. 

Northern Parula: Good numbers were at FF late Apr, with 17 there 23 Apr (JR), an 
excellent count. A surprise was one at CLNWR 30 Apr-24 May (CG), the 14th 
Panhandle record. 

Yellow Warbler: One at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 2 May (JGi) was rather early. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: A typical tally for spring was the 7 reported 12-31 May 
(m. ob.), one of which was at WSR 29-31 May (HKH) for the 16th Panhandle 
record. 

Magnolia Warbler: A very similar spring for this species involved 7 birds 6-17 
May in the east (m. ob.), and 2 at a Sheridan Co ranch 18 May (BP), also the 
16th Panhandle record. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: This taxon strays eastward fairly often; 
easternmost were one in Custer Co 24 Apr with Myrtles and an intergrade 
Audubon's/Myrtle (TH, photos), and another with “many Myrtles” in Howard 
Co 25 Apr (LR, RH). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Earliest arrivals were rather early: singles in 
Gage Co 2 Mar (WF) and Lancaster Co 6 Mar (LE). 

Black-throated Gray Warbler: Good details were provided for one in s. Sioux Co 
5 May (RE); this is the 5th documented spring record. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Only 6 were reported, all in the east 14-24 May 
(JR, JJ, JGJ), including 3 at FF 14 May (JR). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Later migrating warblers are usually females; 3 were at 
WGP 23 May (JWH, JSt). Elsewhere, singles were in Douglas Co 22 May 
(RO) and at WGP 24 May (JWH). Unexpected was a male seen and heard far 
to the nw. in Coffee Park, Sioux Co, 27 May (GG), the 13th for the 
Panhandle. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The 10 at FF 23 Apr (JR) was a record spring tally. Yet 
another westerly “eastern” warbler was a Yellow-throated at CLNWR 26 May 
(CG, photos), the 4th Panhandle record; unfortunately this time it wasn't a 
Grace's! 

Palm Warbler: One at FF 15 Apr (JR) was rather early; it was identified as of the 
brownish western subspecies, which, along with intergrades, accounts for most 
Nebraska records. Another “brown” bird was in Omaha 11 May (JSt). One 
reported as the yellowish eastern subspecies far west in Dawes Co 29 Apr (RO) 
seems most likely to have been a yellowish intergrade, although there are 2 
other records of this subspecies in the LM area. In all there were 11 birds 
reported 15 Apr-12 May (m. ob.), a good tally for this uncommon spring 
migrant. 

Prairie Warbler: A song that “sounded good” for this species was heard at Brady 8 
May, but the bird could not be seen to confirm the identification (TJW). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of one at FF 
14 May (JR). 
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Blackpoll Warbler: Reports were widespread from Brady (TJW, 9 May), Calamus 
Res (MUs, 9 May), and Holt Co (DH, 24 May) east, with some 65 birds, 
including 14 at WGP 23 May (JWH, JSt). 

Cerulean Warbler: The usual handful was detected in the expected locations; one 
was at ICSP 12 May (WRS) and apparently at least 2 different birds were at 
FF 14-30 May (JR, RS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: The 16 at WGP 9 May (JSt, JWH) was an excellent 
count. 

American Redstart: The 30 at ICSP 12 May (WRS) was a good count. 

Prothonotary Warbler: One of the “southern” warblers apparently expanding 
northward, at least 3 different birds were at FF starting with one 24 Apr (JR, 
m. ob.), and one was at Neale Woods, Washington Co, 9 May (L&BP). 

Oven bird: Migrants were still moving through in late May; one was at WGP 24 
May (JWH) and another was rather late in Antelope Co 27 May (MB), neither 
location suitable for breeding. 

Northern Waterthrush: This was a great spring for this species, with about 30 
reported 23 Apr-17 May (m. ob.) w. to Hall Co (PD, 9 May) and Knox Co 
(MB, 10 May). Arrival was rather early, with sightings at FF from 23 Apr 
(EB). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: At least 8 were reported from 5 expected locations along 
the lower Missouri and Platte Rivers, but surprisingly also from se. Butler Co 
17 Apr (MB). Reports away from breeding locations are rare. 

Kentucky Warbler: The 2 reports were from apparently the most reliable site in the 
state for this species, ICSP; 3 were counted 12 May (WRS) and another on 17 
May (SM). 

Connecticut Warbler: The only report, about par for spring in Nebraska, was of 
one at FF 21 May (JR). 

Mourning Warbler: There were 8 reported 13-30 May in the east, about usual (m. 
ob.). 

MacGillivray's Warbler: Four were reported, 3 in the west as expected 29-31 May 
(RSg, AK, CG, SJD) with a possible seen by one observer easterly at Geneva 
Cem 16 May (KDy); it was described as having “bright eye arcs”. This would 
be the 6th documented record from the east. 

Common Yellowthroat: Apparently a record single-observer count was the 60 at 
Wehrspann L 29 May (JWH). 

Hooded Warbler: Nowadays regular in spring in small numbers, with records 
statewide, this spring's only report was of one in Morrill 30 Apr-3 May (KD, 
photo). 

Wilson's Warbler: Routine reports. 

Canada Warbler: A respectable total of 8 was reported of this late May migrant, all 
in the east 17-29 May (m. ob.); the 3 at WGP 24 May (JWH) is a record 
single-location count. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Rare in the east, one in the observer's Dixon Co yard 21 
May was the first there since 1996 (JJ). 

Summer Tanager: Reports continue apace as numbers increase in se. Nebraska. As 
well as the good numbers at lower Missouri and Platte River Valley forests, 
including 11 at ICSP 17 May (SM) and 7 at FF 16 May (JR), out of range 
were an immature male at a Fairmont feeder 25-27 Apr (JRi, photo), 2nd- 
earliest on record; an adult male at CLNWR 15 May (CG, details), the 8th 
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Panhandle record; one in Seward Co 17 May (JG); a pair courting in Lincoln 
19 and 23 May (TEL, MUs); and one in Albion 30 May (D&CN). 

Scarlet Tanager: One was reported at FF 22 Apr (CH, no details), rather early. 
Westernmost, but where migrants are expected in low numbers, were singles at 
Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 23 May (GG) and at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry 
Co, 24 May (GG). 

Western Tanager: One was in an Omaha yard 28-30 Apr (EM, details); the 2 
earliest on record (including this one) are from Omaha. There are about 7 
records from Missouri River locations. 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported; migration is in May. 

Spotted Towhee: Last to leave the east were rather late singles in Platte Co 16 May 
and Hamilton Co 16 May (LE). 

Eastern Towhee: One at Rowe Sanctuary 22 Mar (JSh) was early at that westerly 
location; at about the west edge of the range for non-hybrid Easterns was one 
near Orleans 5 May (WF). The 24+ at Ponca SP 2 May (RE) was an excellent 
count. 

Cassin's Sparrow: the only report was of one at Enders Res, Chase Co, 22 May 
(TJW). 

American Tree Sparrow: An extremely late bird was in Kearney Co 20 May (KS, 
details); departure dates for this species are poorly-documented, but appear to 
be in early May. 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Rowe Sanctuary 22 Mar (JSh) was rather early. A 
single flock of 250 at WGP 28 Apr (RS) must have been impressive. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Brewer's Sparrow: Usually restricted to the Panhandle in summer and as a migrant, 
one was a bit eastward near Haigler 21 May (WM). 

Field Sparrow: Rather early were singles in Gage Co 20 Mar (RT) and Lancaster 
Co 21 Mar (TEL). One at Barnett Park, McCook, 25 Apr was gray-cheeked, 
presumably of the western subspecies (WRS). 

Vesper Sparrow: The 30+ in Dixon Co 10 May (JJ) was a good count. 

Lark Sparrow: One in Hall Co 23 Mar (JSh) was rather early. 

Lark Bunting: Rare as far east as the e. RWB, 4 were in Fillmore Co 10 May 
(JGJ), apparently only the 5th e. RWB record. 

Savannah Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Baird's Sparrow: Exciting reports were received of singing birds by a Rocky 
Mountain Bird Observatory surveyor at 2 nw. Nebraska locations; 2 birds were 
singing a few miles nw. of Crawford 17 May (AB) and 4 birds were singing in 
w. Sioux Co 18 May (AB). A subsequent check on 26 May of the Crawford 
site found no Baird's Sparrows (WM), suggesting that these birds were singing 
migrants. These are the 11th aid 12th documented records for spring. 

Henslow's Sparrow: The only report was of one heard in Fillmore Co 16 May 
(MB). 

LeConte's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Nelson's Sparrow: None were reported; migration is in late May. 
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Fox Sparrow: This species was widely-reported in good numbers 9 Mar (LR, RH, 
WF) through 2 May (RE), the normal migration period. Best counts were 
excellent, including a record 25 at FF 5 Apr (RW) and 22 there 22 Mar (JR). 
Westerly, where rare, were 2 in Valley Co 9 Mar (WF) and 2 in Howard Co 12 
Mar (SM). 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: The 35 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 3 May (JT) 
was a good count. 

Swamp Sparrow: Good numbers were noted at FF, with 25 there 21 Apr (ARy) 
and 20 the next day (FS). 

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports. 


* • 


Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco, Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co., 7 May 2009. 
Photo by Helen K. Hughson. 


White-crowned Sparrow: Distribution of gray-lored and black-lored birds in 
Nebraska is a bit unsettled. Black-lored birds, presumably eastern leucophrys, 
are common during migration in cen. Nebraska (a flock of 16 at McCook 25 
Apr had 12 black-lored birds) but seem less often reported in the east or 
Panhandle. Occasional black-lored birds in the Panhandle may be Rocky 
Mountain oricmtha. 

Harris's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Routine reports. 
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Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Last junco of any type to leave the observer's Scotts 
Bluff Co yard was a pink-sided 29 Apr (KD), providing the latest date on 
record for this form. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: One was at WSR 7 May (HKH, photo), rather 
late, and only the 8th documented record for the state. 

McCown's Longspur: A flock of 20 at WSR 14 Apr (HKH) provided the 4th- 
earliest date on record. 

Lapland Longspur: A loner was record late by 12 days on 10 May in Madison Co 
(MB); despite its health problems (the observer could hear it gasping), it was 
in alternate plumage (MB). 

Smith's Longspur: Although apparently a regular spring migrant restricted to the 
se. comer of the state, this is a difficult bird to fmd, except after snowstorms 
when it appears along roadsides with Homed Larks. However, a flock of 18 
was located in a “chemically-fallowed” field 2 miles e. of Arlington in 
Washington Co 23 Apr (SJD, details). The 14 reports are essentially all in 
Apr, bounded by a line from Webster Co through Lancaster Co to Dixon Co. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; arrival is in late Mar. 

Snow Bunting: None were reported; last date (28 Feb) was during the Winter 
Report period. 

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Not unexpected westward in spring, a male was at an 
Ogallala feeder 8 May (JO) and another male was in Lincoln Co 15 May 
(TJW). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Two at an Ogallala feeder 30 Apr (JO) were rather early. 
A male at Fairmont 22 May (JRi) was easterly. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: The invasion of the east continues, with at least 7 reports from 
Adams Co eastward in the period 8 May (at FF; RS) through 23 May (PD, 
TP, JJ, CNK), including one in a Dixon Co yard 10 and 19 May (JJ) and 
another in a Lancaster Co yard 13-17 May (TP). 

Indigo Bunting: Arrival was early, with one 2nd-earliest on record 16-19 Apr at an 
Ogallala feeder (JO, photo). Another was in Bellevue 25 Apr (KCR). A good 
count was the 20 at ICSP 12 May (WRS). One was westerly in Scotts Bluff 
Co, where uncommon, 20 May (AK). 

Dickcissel: A few had reached northwesterly points by late May; 2-3 were in Logan 
Co 24-25 May (LR, RH) and one was in se. Lincoln Co 18 May (TJW). 
Recent years have seen increased numbers in the west. 

Bobolink: Arrival was a bit early, with singles in Dixon Co 2 May (RE) and 
Saunders Co 3 May (KC). An excellent count was the 125 in Sheridan Co 18 
May (BP). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: This species occupies patches of suitable habitat throughout 
the Sandhills, but it is not clear what migration pattern these westerly birds 
follow. Do they move northwestward or directly north from southwesterly 
wintering areas? A clue may be the sighting of one near Haigler 29 Mar (MW, 
fide HA). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 
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Rusty Blackbird: A total of 22 was reported 1 Mar (LR, RH) through 15 Apr (JR, 
JJ, JS) from Calamus Res eastward, a typical spring migration. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Six in Keith Co 25 Mar (TJW) were rather early for a 
westward location. A mixed-gender flock of 200 was sw. of McCook 25 Apr 
(WRS). 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species is now essentially statewide in distribution, 
with fewest in the Sandhills, although one was at CLNWR 30 May (AK). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One in Lincoln Co 29 Mar (TJW) was rather early for the 
westerly location. The 750 in Clay Co 22 Mar (JSh) was a record spring tally, 
and a bit early compared with other high spring counts. Early flocks are mostly 
males; a flock near Peru 29 Mar had 121 males and 7 female (WRS). 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports. 

Bullock's Oriole: Easterly was one at LO 18 May (MR); there are very few reports 
e. of the Panhandle. 

Purple Finch: Only 4 were reported, a single at Nebraska City 3-8 Mar (SQ), a 
female at FF 27 Mar (RS), a female at a Bellevue feeder 13 Apr, the observer's 
first for the winter (ARy), and a female at FF 21 Apr (ARy). 

Cassin's Finch: This species is erratic in its occurrences, but tends to be more often 
reported in the early spring. Two were reported, neither with certainty: a 
“possible” male at LO 10 Mar (TJW, details), an area where the LM CBC has 
reported this species a few times, and in Sheridan Co 10 Apr by an observer 
familiar with the species (BP). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: There were only 3 reports: a female at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 8 
May (MB), 15 at the Wood River Cem 9 May (PD), and one in Sheridan Co 
18 May (BP). A juvenile at a Kearney feeder 10 Mar had wing-bars, suggestive 
of White-winged Crossbill (AH), but juvenile Red Crossbills can have these 
also. 

Common Redpoll: Lingerers from winter were one in Elkhom 1 Mar (JM) and 2 at 
a Wayne Co feeder 5-17 Mar (JJ). 

Pine Siskin: This is the only “winter finch” present in good numbers this spring. 
Best counts were 50-60, both at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 21 Mar (JR) and 
Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, 5 May (RE). One of die birds at Forest 
Lawn Cem was thought to be gathering nest material (JR) and a “suspiciously 
cozy” pair was at FF 8 Apr (AG), but there was no positive evidence for 
breeding. Numbers dropped off into late May; at a Bellevue feeder 9 were 
present 13 May but only one by 31 May (L&BP). The only other reports after 
20 May were from the north and west, singles in a Dixon Co yard 23 May (JJ) 
and in Custer Co 25 May (WF). 

Lesser Goldfinch: A major surprise for the east was a black-backed male in an 
Elkhom yard 20 May (DSt). Of the 21 reports to date, about half of which 
have been since 2000, this is the only one east of the Panhandle (there is a 
winter report from Buffalo Co). 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Annual Meeting at York 

Eighty-four members and guests were in attendance at the 110th Annual 
Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union in York on May 15-17, 2009. 

Field trips were led by Joel Jorgensen, Ross Silcock, Kent Skaggs, Mary 
Bomberger Brown and Clem Klaphake to North Lake Basin, Hidden Marsh, the 
Geneva cemetery. Harvard Marsh and other sites in the Eastern Rainwater Basin. 
Mary Brown also took a small group to her Piping Plover and Least Tern study 
locations along the Platte River. 

Our Friday evening speaker was Dan Kim, who gave us an account of work 
he has done with the Whooping Crane Trust in grassland tracts south of Alma which 
have been alternately grazed, burned and allowed to rest. Species including 
Bobolink, Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Western 
Meadowlark and Brown-headed Cowbird were studied and banded. Cowbird 
parasitism and predation were studied. Surprisingly, host species often had better 
nest success when cowbirds had eggs in their nests than when they did not because if 
the cowbirds did not parasitize the nest, they often destroyed the host eggs or chicks. 

Tim Gallagher, editor in chief of Cornell University Laboratoiy of 
Ornithology's journal Living Bird and author of The Grail Bird: The Rediscovery of 
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker , provided an entertaining chronicle of searches for the 
Ivoiy-billed Woodpecker, from sightings in the Singer Tract of northeast Louisiana 
in the 1940s to the widely-reported and often-questioned sightings in Bayou de 
View, Arkansas, in 2004. Gallagher's firsthand account of time spent in a canoe in 
the Arkansas swamps with other searchers, the photos and videos taken on those 
trips, and the analyses of those photos provided a captivating story of attempts to 
prove that the Ivory-billed is not extinct. 


Board Meeting and Election 

A brief business meeting was held, at which Urban Lehner was elected 
president, Nancy Leonard was elected vice-president and Anita Breckbill was elected 
librarian. Kevin Poague (secretary), Betty Grenon (treasurer) and Janis Paseka 
(editor) were re-elected to additional one-year terms, and Steve Lamphere was elected 
to another three-year term as director. 
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On-line Studies on Nebraska Ornithology by P. A. Johnsgard 

Paul Johnsgard 


In recent years the University of Nebraska has been developing a Digital 
Commons internet library (http://digitalcommons.uni.edu/) that is freely available 
on-line, and that includes publications in the humanities and sciences. The Digital 
Commons is a national on-line digital library that serves as a repository for scholarly 
publishing. It is a collection of a university’s scholarly effort that preserves and 
makes accessible information via the internet that is produced by that institution. It 
may include preliminary or final copies of journal articles, theses, dissertations, 
conference proceedings, books or other scholarly materials. The University of 
Nebraska has been an active participant in this national effort, and its digital 
holdings are among the largest in the country. Specific titles may easily be found 
though the usual search engines, such as Google. The University of Nebraska’s 
facility (the Center for Digital Research in the Humanities) is located in Love 
Library on Lincoln’s city campus. 

Over 40 of my publications that are no longer easily available as hard 
copies can be freely accessed through UN-L’s Digital Commons. The list below is 
limited to those titles that variously relate to the birds of Nebraska and were entirely 
or in part written by me. They can be assessed at the URLs indicated. Additional 
titles will be added as funding allows, and a complete list of my on-line titles can be 
found at the URL shown above. 


BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 

“A Guide to the Natural History of the Central Platte Valley of Nebraska.” 2008. 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithology/40 

“A Nebraska Bird-Finding Guide.” 2009. 
http :/ /d i g italcommpns.unI.edM/biosciornitholo g y/51 

“Birds of the Cedar Point Biological Station Area, Keith and Garden Counties, 
Nebraska: Seasonal Occurrence and Breeding Data.” 1996. (With C. R. Brown, M. 
B. Brown, J. Kren & W. C. Scharf) 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithology/24 

“Birds of the Great Plains: Breeding Species and Their Distribution.” 1979, with a 
2009 Supplement. 

http://digitalcommons.unl.edU/bioscibirdsgreatplains/l/ 

“Body Weights and Species Distributions of Birds in Nebraska’s Central and 
Western Platte Valley.” 2008. (With W. Scharf, J. Kren and L. R. Brown). 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithologv/43 

“Diving Birds of North America.” 1987. 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edU/bioscidivingbirds/l 
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“Four Decades of Christmas Bird Counts in the Great Plains: Ornithological 
Evidence of a Changing Climate.” 2008. (With distribution maps by Tom Shane.) 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithologv/46 

“Grouse and Quails of North America.” 1973. 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edU/bioscigrouse/l 

“The Birds of Nebraska.” 2007 ed. 

http: //di g ital commons .un 1. edu/biosciomithology /3 8 


TECHNICAL PAPERS & POPULAR ARTICLES 

“A Century of Breeding Birds in Nebraska.” 2000. (With Jackie Canterbury.) 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithology/15 

“A Century of Ornithology in Nebraska: A Personal View.” 2000. 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithologv/26 

“A Half-Century of Winter Bird Surveys at Lincoln and Scottsbluff, Nebraska.” 
1998. http://digitalcommons.unl.edU/biosciomithologv/5 

“Comments on Nebraska's Falconiform and Strigiform bird fauna.” 2001. 
h tt pL// di gi ta , l c.Qmmo ns ..unL edu/bio ,s ciomithQ , l ggy/17 

“Distributional Changes and Interaction between Prairie Chickens and Sharp-Tailed 
Grouse in the Midwest.” 1968. (With Robert Wood.) 
http ;,// digitalQ oro mons, u.nL edu/bi QSciom itholo gy/7 

“Ecogeographic Aspects of Greater Prairie-chicken Leks in Southeastern Nebraska.” 
2000. http://digitaIcommons.unl.edU/biosciomithology/3 

“Nebraska's Sandhill Crane Populations, Past, Present and Future.” 2003. 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/biosciomithologv/16 

“The Age of Birds in Nebraska.” 2000. 
http://digitalCQmmons.unLedu/biQS£iomithoIogy/14 

“The Ultraviolet Birds of Nebraska.” 1999. 
htt piZ/dig l t alcQmmons t unl.edu/biQ$giofPitholQ gy/ 6 
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2008 (20th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 

Compiled by: Mark A. Brogie (NOU Records Committee Chairperson) 

508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 

The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union (NOU) 
Records Committee are described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). 
The committee’s purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird 
sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. 

All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 

State List 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU 
Records Committee 1988) and has been updated two times (NOU Records 
Committee 1997, 2004). The “Official List” has been appended eighteen times: 
(Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 1991;Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 
1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). 

The American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American Birds, 

Seventh Edition (1998) and the Forty-second, Forty-third, Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth, 
Forty-sixth, Forty-seventh, Forty-eighth, and Forty-ninth Supplements to the 
American Ornithologists' Union (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008) contain many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. The 
following summarizes all 2008 revisions by the AOU in regards to changes in 
scientific names and changes in assignments to family and order of species to the 
most recent published the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2003” (NBR 72 
(2004): 108-126). 

This report includes all accounts submitted during the 2008 calendar year 
covering 65 records with accession numbers 1206-1270. One additional record, 
(Reddish Egret - Keith Co.) was submitted in 2000 (Jorgensen 2002) and was 
reviewed; but never filed. This record has been assigned an earlier unused accession 
number (# 873); which corresponds closer to this record’s original submittal date. 

Criteria for Accepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records 
in the following classes are listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 
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Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 

This report summarizes all records accessioned in 2008, discusses any new 
additions to the state list, and reports any changes in firmness of data of Nebraska 
birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 1999-2008. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOU Records Committee 2004): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2003”. 


2008 Additions to State List 

There was one new species added in 2008. With this addition, the “Official List 
of the Birds of Nebraska” now stands at 453 species. 

1. Grace's Warbler (Dendroica graciae ), Accidental, I-P 

Insert after: Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendroica dominica) 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientific Names 

The “black-headed gulls” are split from the genus Larus: 

1. Laughing Gull {Larus atricilla) becomes {Leucophaeus atricilla ). 

2. Franklin's Gull {Larus pipixcan) becomes {Leucophaeus pipixcari). 

3. Little Gull {Larus minutus ) becomes {Hydrocoloeus minutus). 

4. Black-headed Gull {Larus ridibmdus ) becomes {Chroicocephalus 

ridibundus). 

5. Bonaparte's Gull {Larus Philadelphia) becomes {Chroicocephalus 
Philadelphia ). 
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Changes in Sequence 

A change is made in the taxonomic order of the “black-headed gulls” in the 
“Official List of the Birds of Nebraska”. The new sequence is as follows: 

Black-legged Kittiwake ( Rissa tridactyla ) 

Sabine's Gull ( Xerna sabini ) 

Bonaparte's Gull {Chroicocephalus Philadelphia) 

Black-headed Gull ( Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

Little Gull {Hydrocoloeus minutus) 

Ross's Gull {Rhodostethia rosea ) 

Laughing Gull ( Leucophaeus atricilla) 

Franklin's Gull ( Leucophaeus pipixcan ) 

The remaining species of Larus are in the same sequence as before. 


2008 Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus) Accidental to Casual 

2. Inca Dove ( Columbina inca ) Accidental to Casual 

3. Black-throated Gray Warbler ( Dendroica nigrescens ) Accidental to Casual 

4. Prairie Warbler {Dendroica discolor ) Casual to Accidental 


2008 Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens ) changed from Class 
III to Class I-P. 


Pre-2008 Accepted Records 

Mountain Chickadee {Poecile gambeli ) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, LH) northwest of Lewellen, Garden 
Co., 30 September 2007. Accession # 1210 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III, SJD) in Harrison, Sioux Co., 28 
December 2007. Accession # 1255 

Canyon Wren {Catherpes mexicanus ) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, KK) at the hanger of the Sidney 
Municipal Airport, Cheyenne Co., 06-07 October 2007. Accession # 1269 
**It has been over 15 years since the last accepted documentation for this 
species in Nebraska (Brogie, 1992). 

Varied Thrush {Ixoreus naevius) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, DM) at Omaha, Douglas Co., 
19 December 2007. Accession # 1207 
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Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus ) 

1. A single bird, coming to a suet feeder, was photographed (Class I-P, LB) 
at North Platte, Lincoln Co., 24 December 2007. Accession # 1206 


2008 Accepted Records 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, GS) at Wagon Train 
Lake, Lancaster Co., 21-25 July 2008. Accession # 1250 

Eurasian Wigeon {Anas penelope) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Spikerush WPA, York 
Co., 05 April 2008. Accession # 1226 

Brown Pelican {Pelecanus occidentals ) 

1. A second-year bird was photographed (Class I-P, KS) at Harlan County 
Reservoir, Harlan Co., 19 October 2008. Accession # 1262 

Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Hultline WPA, Clay Co.; 
03 June, 2008. Accession #1238 

Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) 

1. Nebraska's first record for this species; a white morph bird photographed 
(Class I-P, SJD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 12 October 2000, was 
discussed in Jorgensen (2002) but was never filed with an assigned 
accession number. This record has now been assigned an earlier unused 
accession number which corresponds closer to this record’s submittal date 
(Dinsmore 2001). Accession # 873 

2. An adult bird at Funk WPA, Phelps Co., 12 June 2008, was well described 
(Class III; KS). This represents the second documented record for this 
species in Nebraska. Accession # 1241 

Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. A lone adult bird was photographed (Class I-P; JJ) at Green Wing WMA, 
Clay Co., 04 May 2008. Accession # 1234 

White-tailed Kite ( Elanus leucurus) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, TJW) on the Brady Breeding Bird 
Survey Route, Lincoln Co., 01 July 2008. Accession # 1246 

Yellow Rail {Cotumicops noveboracensis) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, SJD) at North Kirkpatrick WMA, 
York Co., 15 May 2008. Accession # 1256 

Common Crane {Grits grits) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, ABu) near the Gibbon Bridge, 
Buffalo Co., 06 March 2008. Accession # 1223 

2. Another photograph (Class I-P, ST) of the above bird near the same 
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location taken on 08 March 2008. Accession # 1222 

3. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, TJW) northeast of Hershey, 
Lincoln Co., 02 April 2008. This location is approximately 120 miles west 
of the above sightings and may possibly represent a second bird. 

Accession # 1225 

4. Another series of photographs (Class I-P; DWN) of the bird near Hershey, 

Lincoln Co., 05 April 2008. Accession # 1242 

Red Knot ( Calidris canutus) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P,BM) at Funk WPA, Phelps Co., 
10 May 2008. Accession # 1237 

Jaeger ( Stercorarius ) species 

1. A jaeger species (voted on as such) believed to be an immature Parasitic 
Jaeger {Stercorarius parasiticus) was observed (Class III,DP,JP) at Fort 
Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co., 10 September 2008. Accession #1258 

Band-tailed Pigeon {Patagioenas fasciata ) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, DF) at a feeder in 
Ceresco, Saunders Co., 20 Februaiy 2008. Accession # 1217 

2. An additional photograph (Class I-P, DJ) of the above bird taken 23 
February 2008. Accession #1218 

3. An additional photograph (Class I-P, PR) of the above bird taken 23 
February 2008. Accession #1219 

4. An additional photograph (Class I-P, JJ) of the above bird taken 23 
February 2008. Accession # 1220 

Inca Dove ( Columbina inca) 

1. A single bird was videotaped (Class I-P, BH) at a feeder in Brule, Keith 
Co., 01 November 2008. Accession # 1264 

Mountain Chickadee ( Poecile gambeli ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, TS) south of Ogallala, Keith 
Co., “sometime in February of 2008”. Accession # 1224 

Bewick's Wren {Thryomanes bewickii) 

1. A lone bird was observed and carefully described (Class III, CK) at 
Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 02 May 2008. Accession # 1232 

Varied Thrush {Ixoreus naevius) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, CH) at Omaha, Douglas Co., 

21 April 2008. Accession # 1229 

2. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, TS) south of Ogallala, Keith 
Co., late November 2008. Accession # 1270 

Bohemian Waxwing {Bombycilla garrulus) 

1. A group of “20-30 adults” was observed (Class III, BN) at Riverside Zoo, 
ScottsblufF, Scotts Bluff Co., 13 April 2008. Accession # 1227 
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Grace's Warbler {Dendroica graciae) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, CG) at Crescent Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, Garden Co., 04 May 2008. Accession #1233 
**This represents the first documented record for this species in Nebraska. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens ) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, SJD) at Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, Garden Co., 16 May 2008. Accession # 1257 

Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus ) 

1. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, CaG) at Pioneers Park, 

Lancaster Co., 01 November 2008. Accession # 1265 

Golden-crowned Sparrow {Zonotrichia atricapilla) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, CKe) in Creighton, Knox 
Co., 01 May 2008. Accession # 1230 

2. An additional photograph (Class I-P, MAB) of the above bird taken 02 
May 2008. Accession # 1231 

Painted Bunting {Passerina ciris ) 

1. An adult male was observed (Class III, PD) at Deweese, Clay Co., 12 May 
2008. Accession # 1235 

2. A “female or first year male” was observed (Class III, KS) at Kearney, 

Buffalo Co., 14 May 2008. Accession # 1236 

Lesser Goldfinch {Carduelis psaltria ) 

1. A “black-backed” male was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Carter 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co., 26 August 2008. Accession # 1253 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2008) 

Mute Swan {Cygnus olor ) 

1. Two juvenile Mute Swans of were photographed at Wehrspann Lake, 

Sarpy Co., 01 November 2008. The identification of these birds was not 
in question; however, this species is commonly kept in captivity, and the 
provenance of these birds was believed to be not determinable. Class VI. 
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Accession # 1263. This species is not on the “Official List of the Birds of 
Nebraska”. 

Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. A bird photographed at North Lake Basin, Seward Co., 31 July 2008, was 
believed to be this species by several observers. The photographic 
evidence provided was not deemed to be definitive enough to rule out the 

question of hybridization [Glossy Ibis X White-faced Ibis {Plegadis chihi)]. 
Class IV. Accession # 1248 

2. A bird photographed at Tamora WPA, Seward Co., 23 August 2008, was 
believed to be this species. The photographic evidence provided was not 
deemed to be definitive enough to rule out the question of hybridization 
[Glossy Ibis X White-faced Ibis]. Class IV. Accession # 1252 

Black Rail {Laterallus jamaicensis) 

1. A written description of an adult bird observed 26 September, 2008 at 
Spring Creek Audubon Center, Lancaster Co., was received. Although 
suggestive, the description lacked sufficient details for approval. Class IV. 
Accession # 1259 

Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus ) 

1. A single bird was present in central Omaha, Douglas Co., from 28 
September through 02 November 2008. The bird was photographed on 
30 September, and while the identification of this bird is not in question, 
the provenance of this bird was believed to be not determinable. Class VI. 
Accession # 1260. This species is not on the “Official List of the Birds of 
Nebraska”. 

Dusky Flycatcher {Empidonax oberholseri ) 

1. A single bird was photographed at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., 08 
September 2007. Although very suggestive, the photograph provided did 
not conclusively rule out similar species. Class V. Accession # 1214 

Black-throated Gray Warbler ( Dendroica nigrescens ) 

1. A single bird was photographed at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., 08 
September 2007. Although very suggestive, the photograph provided did 
not conclusively rule out similar species. Class V. Accession #1213 

Lesser Goldfinch {Carduelis psaltria ) 

1. A single bird was photographed south of Exit 1, Kimball Co., 30 August 
2008. Although very suggestive, the photographs provided did 
not conclusively rule out similar species. Class IV. Accession # 1254 


Records Submitted in 2008: Filed Without Votes 

Red-breasted Merganser {Mergus serrator ) 

1. A description (KD) of single “probably female” bird in the company of 

two Hooded Mergansers (Lophodytes cueullatus) one mile east of Scotts- 
bluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 15 December 2007, was filed. Accession # 1208 
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Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena ) 

1. A photograph (DH) of an adult bird at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 03 
September 2006 was filed. Accession # 1244 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea ) 

1. A photograph (DH) of a juvenile bird at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 16 
September 2006 was filed. Accession # 1243 

2. Photographs (KS) of an adult bird at Funk WPA, Phelps Co., 02 August 

2008, were filed. Accession # 1249 

3. Photographs (RW, SW) of a single juvenile bird present from June through 
the end of August 2008 in Norfolk, Madison Co., were filed. Accession # 
1251 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus ) 

1. A description (KD) of an adult bird observed just west of Haig, Scotts 
Bluff Co., 15 December 2007 was filed. Accession # 1209 

Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) 

1. Photographs (RHo via TJW) of an adult bird at a nest with young in North 
Platte, Lincoln Co., 03 July 2008, a remarkable extralimital nesting record. 
Accession # 1247 

Mew Gull (Larus cams) 

1. Photographs (PD) of a second-year bird at the sewage lagoons south of 
Alma, Harlan Co., 29 November 2008, were filed. Accession # 1268 

Sabine’s Gull ( Xema sabini) 

1. A photograph (DH) of a juvenile bird at Enders Reservoir, Chase Co., 23 
September 2006, was filed. Accession # 1245 

2. A photograph (PD) of an adult bird at the sewage lagoons south of Alma, 
Harlan Co., 08 October 2008, was filed. Accession # 1261 

Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus) 

1. A photograph (JJ) of a first-year bird found northeast of Wahoo, Saunders 
Co., 23 February 2008, was filed. Accession #1221 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) 

1. A description (RH) of an immature bird observed north of Milbum 
Diversion Dam, Blaine Co., 01 June 2008, was filed. Accession # 1239 

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea ) 

1. Photographs (JJ) of an extralimital bird in Lincoln's Pioneers Park, 
Lancaster Co., 01 November 2008, were filed. Accession # 1266 

Palm Warbler ( Dendroica palmarum) 

1. A description (RS) of a bird observed near Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., 05 
November 2008, was filed. The observer was confident that the bird 
belonged to the Yellow (Eastern) population (D. p. hypochrysea). 
Accession # 1267 
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Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana ) 

1. A photograph (KSc) of an extralimital adult male north of Plattsmouth, 
Cass Co., 26 April 2008, was filed. Accession # 1228 

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina ) 

1. Photographs (TL) of a single "wintering” bird in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 
06 January 2008, were filed. Accession #1212 

Henslow's Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii ) 

1. A photograph (TF) of a “very cooperative singing” bird at Spring Creek 
Prairie, Lancaster Co., 06 June 2008, was filed. Accession # 1240 

Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii ) 

1. A photograph (TL) of a single “wintering” bird in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 
06 January 2008, was filed. Accession #1211 

Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis ) 

1. Multiple photographs (LH) of variously-plumaged birds near Lewellen, 
Garden Co., taken from November 2007 through February 2008, were 
filed. Accession# 1215 

Northern Cardinal ( Cardinalis cardinalis ) 

1. A description (LH) of male and female birds observed near Lewellen, 
Garden Co., 30 November 2007 and 20 February 2008, was filed. 
Accession #1216 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2009 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This was an interesting summer, with range expansions of multiple species 
continuing in all directions, but predominantly northward. Exceptions to the 
northward trend were Trumpeter Swan, which bred south of its usual western 
Sandhills range, and Sedge Wren, which may be occurring in June in northeast 
Nebraska in greater numbers. Moving eastward are Western Wood-Pewee, which now 
overlaps with westward-moving Eastern Wood-Pewee in Lincoln Co, Cordilleran 
Flycatcher in the Pine Ridge, and Lesser Goldfinch in the west. Song Sparrow is 
also expanding south and west. No fewer than 16 species are moving north and/or 
northwestward. Several species were seen more westerly including Broad-winged 
Hawk, nesting again in North Platte, Yellow-throated Vireo in the Niobrara River 
Valley, and Carolina Wren across a broad front. Species expanding in a northward 
direction include Acadian and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, Summer Tanager in the 
east, Ash-throated Flycatcher in the west, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Northern 
Mockingbird statewide. Species moving north primarily in the Missouri River 
Valley include Fish Crow, Prothonotary Warbler, and Louisiana Waterthrush. Red- 
shouldered Hawk bred at its new location in Lancaster Co. 

Black-billed Cuckoos were found in greater numbers than in recent years. 
Puzzling is the increase in fall records of White-rumped Sandpipers in recent years; 
have they started to migrate inland in fall? For rarity buffs, White-tailed Kite, Inca 
Dove, and Fish Crow provided some hot weather excitement. 

Finally, interesting data regarding movement of Long-billed Curlews 
Bailey and Sandy in the Sandhills and far beyond was obtained using transmitters; 
check the fascinating website at www.BirdsNebraska.org. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 
BOL: Branched Oak L., Lancaster Co 
Cem: cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
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Res: Reservoir 
RV: River Valley 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SCP: (Audubon) Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 

Chadron SP: Dawes Co 
Harvard Marsh WPA: Clay Co 

Sandhills: large sandhill prairie region n.-cen. Nebraska 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

BW: Ben Wheeler, Ord 

CC: Courtney Corker, Lincoln 

CG: Cory Gregory, Ames, 1A 

CL: Chuck Lesiak, Lincoln 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CT: Chris Thody, Martell 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DJ: Dee Jordan, Danbury 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

HKH: Helen Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGa: John Garrett, Pasadena, CA 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Ceresco 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JRo: Jim Roworth, Stockton, CA 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 
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KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KN: Kay Niyo, Denver, CO 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBB: Mary Bomberger Brown, Lincoln 

ME: Mike Ellis, Omaha 

MM: Marty Mathieson, Shelton; 

MR: Mike Resch, Peppered, PA 
MS: Matt Stephenson, Ames, IA 
MSa: Melissa Santiago, Lincoln 
MSt: Matt Steffi, Kearney 
MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City 
PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RM: Rich Moran, South Sioux City 
SL: Scott Luedtke, Lincoln 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
TEL: Tom E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TS: Tim Smith, Benkelman 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Moilhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: None were reported; usually a few summer. 

Snow Goose: The usual summer stragglers were reported, with, as usual, the best 
tally from the e. RWB, 50 on 20 Jun (JGJ), but the 13 at HCR during the 
period was unusual (G&WH). 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Trumpeter Swan: A breeding range expansion southward was noted at a rather 
small pond in Buffalo Co; a pair of adults with two flightless young were 
photographed there 29 Jul (Evan Shike, fide MSt). Also unexpected were 3 on 
the lower Platte River between Leshara and Two Rivers SRA, Douglas Co 6 
Jun (JGJ, JLL). 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 
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American Wigeon: One in Antelope Co 2 Jul (MB) was east of the usual breeding 
range. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: One in Seward Co 20 Jun (JG) was easterly. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Although summer sightings are not unusual, especially in late 
Jul and Aug, breeding is inconsistent and occurs mostly in the w. Sandhills. 
Jun sightings, however are suggestive of breeding; single males, perhaps mated 
with incubating hens, were in Hamilton Co 11 Jun and Garfield Co 13 Jun 
(DH). 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Lesser Scaup: Somewhat similar in summer distribution to Green-winged Teal, this 
species occurs in small numbers in mid-summer, but breeding is rarely 
reported. Southerly were 2 at Alma SL 13 Jun (G&WH); a male was in Brown 
Co 14 Jun (DH), 2 males and 2 females were in Cherry Co 30 Jun (DH), and a 
single was in Antelope Co 9 Jun-2 Jul (MB). 

Hooded Merganser: Routine reports. 

Common Merganser: The usual small summering group at LO comprised 6 birds 
25 Jul (TJW). HCR may be another summer site; a female 4 and 13 Jun and a 
male 23 Jul (G&WH)were suggestive, along with sightings thereof 1-2 birds 
in summers back to 1998 (G&WH). One was at South Sioux City 22 Jun 
(RM). 

Ruddy Duck: This species is not known to breed at HCR, and so 7 there 13 Jun 
(G&WH) were rather late; none were seen from then until a male arrived there 
30 Jul (G&WH), likely a molt migrant. 

Gray Partridge: Locally-distributed and hard to find in its ne. Nebraska range, 1-2 
in Knox Co through the period were the observer's first there in 3 years (MB); 
another was in n. Antelope Co 21 Jul (MB). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Survey routes in n.-cen. Dawson Co located 2 leks 2006- 
2008 (TJW); these are the southernmost known in sw. Nebraska. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Surveys in 2006-2008 show leks in the lower two rows 
of counties, e. to Red Willow and Frontier Cos, as well as Perkins, Lincoln, 
and Dawson Cos (TJW); south of the Platte River and east of these counties in 
s.-cen. Nebraska distribution is limited by available habitat, but in se. 
Nebraska the population appears to be doing well. In the ne., 1-3 were on lek at 
the e. edge of the summer range in Platte Co 4 and 11 Jun (DH). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Mild winters have helped populations (TJW) in n. and w.-cen. 
areas; reports included Lincoln Co (TJW), Loup Co 25 Jun (MB), 3 birds in 
Blaine Co 10 Jul (RE), singles at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co 9 and 26 Jul 
(MS), and a pair in McPherson Co 5 Jul (LR, RH). 

Common Loon: Late dates in the east have been at the end of May, and so 
unprecedented were a single immature at Cunningham L, Douglas Co (JT), 2 
immatures at Capitol Beach L, Lancaster Co (LE), and 2 more immatures at 
Whitehead Marsh, Lancaster Co (LE); surprisingly, these birds all occurred 12 
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Jun. Two un-aged birds were in Rock Co 6 Jul (RE). Late migrants are 
usually immatures, but previously have been found only in the west. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Eared Grebe: Southerly stragglers were 3 in Phelps Co 12 Jun (JGJ) and one at 
Alma SL 13 Jun (G&WH). 

Western Grebe: Easterly, where rare, and rather late in spring were singles at BOL 
10 Jun (LE) and in Phelps Co 12 Jun (JGJ). 

Clark's Grebe: The only reports were of 1-2 at LM 30-31 Jul (JJ) and one at 
Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 11 Jun (LF). 

American White Pelican: A few non-breeders summer, usually in the north and 
west, and so the 100+ as late as 21 Jun at HCR and the 30 through the period 
there (G&WH) and the 6 on the lower Platte River in Saunders and Douglas 
Cos 25 Jun (JGJ) were unusual. A few others were scattered about the state 
mid-Jun through mid-Jul (LE, JGJ, MB, RE). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Around 100 were in trees at LO 14 Jun where nesting 
has occurred recently, but no nests were visible (WRS, KN). Similarly, 75 
were at the w. end of HCR, but no breeding activity was noted (G&WH). 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Least Bittern: This species continues to be reported in increasing numbers over a 
wider part of the state, as defined by a single at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 
25 Jun (MS), a juvenile at CLNWR 18 Jul (LR, RH), and a single w. of North 
Platte along the North Platte River 20 Jul (TJW). Others were a female in 
Platte Co 4 Jun (DH) and singles at different locations in Seward Co 18 Jul 
(JGJ) and 19 Jul(DL). 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 

Great Egret: Few were reported; the best count was only 13, at HCR 30 Jul 
(G&WH). Rare westward, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 21 Jun (KD). 

Snowy Egret: The only reports were of singles near Brady 6 Jun (TJW), in Seward 
Co 20 Jun (JGJ), and near Louisville 23 Jul (JGJ, MBB). 

Little Blue Heron: The only report was unexpected; an adult at Kiowa WMA, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 21 Jun (KD) is the first Panhandle record for summer and 
only the 3rd there overall. 

Cattle Egret: Surprisingly few were reported, as with Great Egret; one was in the e. 
RWB 29 Jun (JGJ) and one in McPherson Co the same day (JT). For the 3rd 
year, a colony was active at Smith L, CLNWR, where 30 nests were estimated 
present (WM). 

Green Heron: Northwestern-most were singles in Sherman Co 14 Jun (WF) and 
Blaine Co 10 Jul (RE). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There were 2 reports, typical for a summer; a 
juvenile was at NLB 14 Jul (JC, SS), and an immature was at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Saunders/Lancaster Co, 24 Jul (LE). 

White-faced Ibis: Nesting, now routine in the state, was noted at CLNWR, where 
about 40 nests were estimated 25 Jun (WM), and was suspected due to the 
behavior of the 14 birds at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, Phelps Co, 12 Jun 
(JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 

Osprey: The pair that attempted nesting near Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, in 
2008 returned and built a nest, but as of 9 Jul there was no sign of eggs or 
chicks (KD). Scattered summer reports are increasing; notable was a banded 
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bird hacked on the South Dakota side of Lewis & Clark L, Knox Co, (fide 
JGJ) and seen near Linoma Beach, Sarpy Co, 22-28 Jul (MBB, MS, CC, 
CNK). Others included singles in Keith Co 11 Jun (MB) and 25 Jul (TJW), 
and at mile marker 11 on the lower Platte River 23 Jun (JGJ), 

White-tailed Kite: One returned to the same site where one was seen in 2008 in the 
cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co, where it was seen 22 Jun-2 Jul (TJW, PD 
photo, MB, CNK). Only 
one bird appeared to be 
present, and no evidence of 
nesting was found. 

Mississippi Kite: The expected 
summer sightings were 
received from Ogallala (MB, 

JJ), but somewhat 
surprising were the 5-9 birds 
at Ogallala Strip WMA, 4 
miles west of Ogallala 10 
Jul (JGa). 

Bald Eagle: Routine reports. 

Northern Harrier: Routine 
reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports 
in summer should have 
accompanying identification 
details, as male Cooper's 
Hawks, breeding commonly 
statewide in recent years, 
can easily be confused at 
least with females of this 
species. A male was 
reported in Platte Co 5 Jul 
(DH) and one without age or 
gender details was in 
Hitchcock Co 11 Jun (LF). 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine 
reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The 3 
birds and nest found at PL 
25 Jun (LE) bodes well for 
continued presence at this location; a single bird was also seen 20 miles to the 
north near Ceresco (LE). Exciting was the presence of a juvenile possibly 
accompanied by an adult at 1CSP 29 Jul (L&BP); breeding has not been 
documented at this seemingly-suitable location. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Two birds returned to the site of successful breeding in 2008 
in North Platte, summered, and built a nest (TJW), but no further information 
on success was received. This species probably summers most years in the 
Missouri Valley; singles were seen in the Bellevue area 29 Jun (ARy) and 5 Jul 
(CNK). 

Swainson's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 



This White-tailed Kite was photographed by Paul 
Dunbar 29 Jun 2009 in southeast Lincoln Co; it 
was Nebraska’s 6th record and likely the same bird 
as the 5th record seen there in 2008. 
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Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Fall movement had started by 22 Jul, when 16 were using a 
newly-mowed oat field in Knox Co (MB). Second broods are rare in Nebraska; 
the pair using the nest box on the Game and Parks building in Lincoln hatched 
their second brood 27 Jul (JGJ). 

Prairie Falcon: One as far east as Greeley Co 8 Jul (RE) was a surprise; there is 
only a handful of summer reports away from the breeding range, likely 
immatures or non-breeders. 

Peregrine Falcon: The Omaha pair, 10-year residents Zeus and Hera, fledged 4 
chicks, as did the Lincoln pair, which has been present since 2005. 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

Common Moorhen: Exciting was breeding by this species at NLB, only the 8th 
report for Nebraska since the 1950s. One bird was noted 24 Jun (CL, fide JGJ) 
and 2 adults with 8 chicks were present 28 Jul (CL,SL, fide JGJ). 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: One was at the regular Morrill Co breeding site 27 Jun (AK); this 
pair had chicks by late May. Continuing a trend of recent years, pairs are 
popping up in n. and w. parts of the state. This summer, 2 were unusually far 
eastward in Antelope Co 4 Jun (MB), 2 were at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff 
Co, through 18 Jun (AK), 2 were a surprise in sw. Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jun 
(AK), and a single was near Ord 23 Jun (BW). 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported; a few occur in early Jun. 

Snowy Plover: With much less habitat at LM, reports are few. The only one was of 
a single between mile markers 89 and 102 on the lower Platte River 3 Jun 
(JGJ, MBB), likely a late spring overshoot. 

Semipalmated Plover: Last for spring was on 6 Jun near Two Rivers SRA, 
Douglas Co (JGJ, JLL). First for fall were 2 at Harvard Marsh 21 Jul (PD) and 
one on the lower Platte River the same day (JGJ). These dates are typical, if 
not routine. 

Piping Plover: Nesting continued at regular sites like LM (WRS, KN) and along 
the lower Platte River, where 23 were counted 21 Jul between mile markers 21 
and 40 (JGJ). Of interest was breeding at two sites somewhat peripheral to the 
main breeding areas: a pair was nesting in Knox Co nw. of Verdigre 3 Jul 
(MB, DH) and a nest with 4 eggs was at a private sandpit east of North Platte 
7 and 14 Jul (TJW). A single at Harvard Marsh 21 Jul (PD) was probably 
heading south. 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 

Mountain Plover: The only report was from a regular location in sw. Kimball Co 
13 Jun (WRS). 

Black-necked Stilt: The 6 birds near Lakeside 9 Jun (PR) were at a regular summer 
location. None appeared at Harvard Marsh this spring, but 2 had arrived by 11 
Jun (JGJ). Encouraging from a mitigation standpoint was the presence of at 
least one nesting pair at cattle feedlot waste-control ponds near Darr 2 and 5 Jul 
(CNK, WRS). 

American Avocet: The feedlot near Darr also hosted 2-3 nesting pairs of this species 
2 and 5 Jul (CNK, WRS). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Although a regular breeder in the state, nesting reports are few; 
2 broods were at a sandpit e. of North Platte 7 Jul (TJW). 
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Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Earliest were about on time: one was in Antelope Co 26 Jun 
(MB) and another in Colfax Co 28 Jun (D&JP). 

Willet: Uncommon in spring eastward, one in Otoe Co 1 Jun (SQ) was unexpected 
and rather late away from the breeding range. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Rather late spring migrants were 2 in Antelope Co 4 Jun (MB) 
and one in Burt Co the same day (WF). 

Upland Sandpiper: Groups begin to form in early Jul; 36 were at Fort Niobrara 
NWR, Cherry Co, 7 Jul (RE) and 23 were in a mowed hayfield in Clay Co 21 
Jul (PD). 

Long-billed Curlew: This species usually begins to form flocks and start migration 
by late Jun, but fascinating insights were gained through radio transmitters 
attached to two females that nested in Garden Co (CG, JGJ); both nests were 
predated, and the first female left Garden Co on the very early date 19 Jun, 
arriving on wintering grounds in ne. Mexico 29 Jun, while the second departed 
on 29 Jun (fide JGJ). Reports are scarce after mid-Aug; last dates from WSR 
were 22 Jul this year and 31 Jul in 2008 (HKH). 

Marbled God wit: Adding to scattered summer reports in n. Nebraska recently was 
one in Cheny Co 30 Jun (DH); at this date this may have been a migrant, as 
this species also departs very early in fall. 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported; arrival is in Jul. 

Least Sandpiper: Two in Dawson Co 18 Jun (CNK) and 2 in Lancaster Co the 
same day (LE) defy directional determination; there is however an 8-day gap in 
records between the spring series of dates ending 10 Jun and fall dates 
beginning 18 Jun, suggesting these were early fall migrants. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One on the lower Platte River between Fremont and 
Two Rivers SRA, Douglas Co, 25 Jun (JGJ) was the 3rd latest spring date on 
record. Since the first fall record, as recently as 2001, there are now 8 
documented fall records for this species, which normally does not return south 
in the interior. This year, 10 “obvious White-rumped Sandpipers” were in s. 
Webster Co 21 Jul (TJW), and one with an injured wing was at Harvard Marsh 
25 Jul (PD). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Two in Dawson Co 18 Jun (CNK) were rather late; as with 
least Sandpiper, there is a narrow mid-summer window with no records, but for 
Baird's the window is 24 Jun-4 Jul, suggesting that Baird's sighted 18 Jun are 
spring migrants while the Leasts on the same day discussed above were fall 
migrants. (I have a bridge for sale, too.) 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Dunlin: Last-reported for this late spring migrant was one in Antelope Co 8 Jun 
(MB), a typical last spring date. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: None were reported; adults move through in Jul, ahead of 
juveniles. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Rather early were 8 at Harvard Marsh 21 Jul (PD). 

Wilson’s Snipe: Migrants appear at the end of Jul away from breeding areas; 3 were 
in Lancaster Co 30 Jul (LE). 

American Woodcock: None were reported; migration probably begins in late Jul 
but there is little documentation. 
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Wilson's Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported; migration timing barely includes late 
Jul. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Only the 4th record for Jul was one with “white wing flashes” at 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 27 Jul (TJW). 

Franklin's Gull: Sightings are fewest in early to mid-Jul; a “messy-looking” single 
in Logan Co 5 Jul (LR, RH) was the only report between 18 Jun and 23 Jul. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: The usual small numbers were at LM; the 7 present 14 Jun 
included 5 adults, and one each 1st summer and 2nd summer (WRS, KN). 

Herring Gull: None were reported; summer records are few, almost all immatures. 

Least Tern: Routine reports. 

Caspian Tern: Numbers were higher than usual for this species in the period 11 
Jun-17 Jul, when there are only about 30 reports. At least 9 were reported 
statewide: 4 were at LM 14 Jun (WRS, KN), one was near Plattsmouth 26 Jun 
(JGJ), and 2-4 were at HCR 6-9 Jul (KS, G&WH). In addition, 4 were at LM 
25 Jul (TJW) and 2 were at BOL 30 Jul (LE). 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: The only report was of one between mile markers 89 and 102 on 
the lower Platte River 3 Jun (JGJ, MBB). This is an uncommon migrant. 

Forster's Tern: Reports are fewest away from breeding areas mid- to late Jun, most 
from the north and west; 2 were in sw. Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jun (AK). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Putative hybrids between this species and Mourning 
Dove have been reported, but seem to be rare. Two candidate birds at Bushnell 
2 Jul were the size of Mourning Doves, but were pale and lacked a nape mark 
(MR). 

White-winged Dove: This species is now a regular summer visitor in low numbers; 
reports of breeding are expected to increase as pairs are being reported more 
frequently. There were 4 reports of 6 birds, including pairs in Funk 17 Jun 
(WF) and Arapahoe 25 Jun-1 Jul (fide TJW, fide JGJ), and singles in Hastings 
21-23 Jun (PD) and Fairmont 20-22 Jul (JRi). 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Inca Dove: The 8th documented record was one present at a farmyard with House 
Sparrows and photographed in Dundy Co 8 Jun (TS); this is the only spring 
record, the others are from 11 Sep into winter. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One was carrying nest material in a Bellevue yard 3 Jul 
(ARy). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The increased number of summer reports for this species 
continues, with this the best year for some time. There were about 15 reports 
of about 18 birds; one photographed in a Bellevue yard was the “first there for 
several years” (L&BP), Lancaster Co, had “the most sightings for several 
years” (LE), and the species “seems to be doing OK” in the lower Big Blue and 
Republican River systems (WM). The cedar canyons in se. Lincoln Co had 3- 
4 on 22 Jul (TJW). 

Barn Owl: Reports were from known summer locations in the sw. and at CLNWR 
(TJW, PR, AK). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 
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Burrowing Owl: Family groups begin to move around in late Jul; likely candidates 
were the 3 birds in Knox Co 29 Jul as no obvious breeding sites were in the 
area (MB, D&JP). 

Barred Owl: Towards the w. edge of the range was one at Homestead NM, Gage 
Co, 10 Jun (JW). 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; this species should be looked for during the 
summer as breeding does occur in Nebraska and little is known about this 
species. 

Short-eared Owl: There are regular but rare summer sightings in the Panhandle; 2 
were at Courthouse Rock, Morrill Co, 11 Jun (KC). 

Common Nighthawk: One in s. Dixon Co I Jun was a surprise to the observer; it 
was the first there for 4 years (JJ). 

Common Poorwill: There is a population in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co; a 
representative was detected 8 Jul (TJW). 

Chuek-will’s-widow: The birds reported in spring at Bohemia Prairie WMA, Knox 
Co, continued, with singles heard through 28 Jul (MB, D&JP). 

Whip-poor-will: “Many” were at Bohemia Prairie 30 Jun-28 Jul (MB). 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One was at WSR 22 Jul (HKH); this species has 
been reported (and photographed) at least 7 times in fall in the Panhandle. 
Although Black-chinned is a possibility, it appears to be regular in fall on the 
Great Plains only south of Nebraska. Ruby-throateds breed in the Missouri 
Valley; a pair was in the observer's Bellevue yard during the summer, and 3 
female/immature types appeared there 31 Jul (ARy). 
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Calliope Hummingbird: None were reported; this species is regular in low 
numbers in fall in the Panhandle. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: None were reported; this species is also regular in 
low numbers in fall in the Panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird: A male in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 12 Ju! (KD) was the first 
arrival, a typical first arrival date. 

Belted Kingfisher: Observers at HCR thought this species was scarce the past 2 
years (G&WH). 

Red-headed Woodpecker; Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: An adult was feeding a young bird 25 Jul in Platte Co 
(DH), apparently a typical date to see fledglings. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Best count was 3 at FF 12 Jul (TJW). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Last for spring were singles in Dodge Co 3 Jun (LE) and 
Thurston Co 4 Jun (WF). 

Western Wood-Pewee: The eastward extent of the summer range in the North Platte 
Valley, as discussed here in 2008, has shifted east to Lincoln Co (TJW); one in 
se. Lincoln Co 6 Jul marked the current limit (TJW). Previously the edge of 
the breeding area was the LM area, where it was found in cottonwood 
savannah. Further indication of increasing numbers east of there were 5 singing 
in the same habitat nw. of Paxton 10 Jul (TJW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: A new area of overlap with Western Wood-Pewee (see above) 
is occurring in se. Lincoln Co, where one was present 7 Jul (TJW). Also 3 
were at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 7 Jun (TJW). The only other area 
of overlap of these species is along the Niobrara River in ne. Cherry Co. This 
species breeds throughout the Republican RV drainage, although numbers are 
lower westward; one was at Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, 10 Jun (TJW). 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species is another that may be pushing northward, with 
more reports north of ICSP; one was at FF 30 Jun-2 Jul (L&BP, PS photo), 1- 
2 were at PRSP 20-28 Jun (JC, SS, LE), and one was singing at Wilderness 
Park, Lincoln, 28 May-12 Jul (LE). By far most adventurous was the one 
singing on Schindler Creek, Knox Co, 10-22 Jul, first for the county (MB). 

Alder Flycatcher: Last one through was in Madison Co 9 Jun (WF), 2nd latest on 
record by one day. 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher: None were reported; although there are a few summer records in 
northern Nebraska, late dates for migrants are unclear. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Perhaps a reflection of the eastward movement of the 
summer range on the Pine Ridge in recent years was a “loner” at the Gordon 
Cem 7 Jun (CNK). Continuing at the only known nest site away from the 
Pine Ridge was one at the Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, 10 Jun (PR). 

Eastern Phoebe: Generally considered a rare, or at least low density, breeder in the 
northwest, of interest was the presence of several birds in 3 Breeding Bird 
Atlas blocks in Dawes Co 13 Jun, including a nesting pair (KD). 

Say’s Phoebe: Good numbers were found in Kimball Co 13 Jun, a total of 5 
(WRS); perhaps related (increase in numbers and range?) was the presence of 
one in Antelope Co 28 Jul (MB). It has been many years since this species 
occurred in the northeast. 
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Ash-throated Flycatcher: After the first breeding record in 2007 and an apparent 
absence in 2008, at least one bird was present at the same 2007 location in 
Kimball Co this year; it was seen 22 Jun-5 Jul (WM, TH photo, WRS). 
Indicative of a surge into Nebraska was one in a yard near Morrill, Scotts Bluff 

Co, 12 Jul (KD details); this is_ 

the 2nd report in the last 3 
summers away from the Kimball 
Co location. There is a single 
record prior to 2007 and 2 
additional reports in 2000. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: This 
species now occurs statewide; 
recent years have seen many more 
reports from the northwest. This 
year was no exception, with 
reports from extreme w. Scotts 
Bluff Co 5 Jun (KD), a pair in 
Dawes Co 13 Jun (KD), and 2 
along the White River 4 Jul 
(B&DW). One in Morrill Co 27 
Jun was “a surprise” (AK), and 
one was in Valentine 7 Jul (RE). 

Cassin's Kingbird: An excellent tally 
of 19 was made in canyons n. of 
Potter 13 Jun 9 (WRS, KN). 

This species is quite common in 
pine savannah in the Panhandle. 

Western Kingbird: An excellent 

count was the 86 in Cherry Co 28 Jul (JJ). Westerns outnumbered Easterns by 
12:1 in Kimball Co 10 Jul (JRo). Recent years have seen this species in cities 
and towns, most notably in the east; 3 pairs were found along 40th St in 
Omaha 29 Jul (JR). 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports, 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Summer reports are now routine in the southeast, albeit 
of low numbers (3 birds this year, CT, LE, KP); one in se. Lincoln Co 29 Jul 
(TJ W) was unexpected, however. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Good numbers were reported in Dodge Co 1 Jul, when there 
were 10 birds in 3 family groups in about 5 miles (D&JP). 

White-eyed Vireo: A major surprise was a first Knox Co record; one was along 
Schindler Creek 28-29 Jul (MB, D&JP). 

Bell's Vireo: Not numerous in the Panhandle, one in Dawes Co 13 Jun was 
considered unusual (KD). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: As in 2008, at least one was found near the w. edge of the 
apparently-expanding range along the Niobrara; this year's bird was along 
Schindler Creek in Knox Co 22 Jul (MB). 

Plumbeous Vireo: None were reported; this is a regular breeder on the Pine Ridge. 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Common in Missouri Valley forests in summer, 15 were at PRSP 
20 Jun (JR, JC, SS). 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 


This Ash-throated Flycatcher was present this 
summer at a 2007 breeding site in Kimball Co. 
Photo by Tim Hajda 23 Jun 2009. 
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Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species can be hard to find in summer, with 
breeding rarely reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: Routine reports. 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Fish Crow: Apparently the same bird seen along the Platte River just above the 
Missouri this spring was seen there again 24 iun (JGJ); it was molting its 
primaries, possibly a difference in molt timing allowing separation from 
juvenile American Crow (JGJ). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: The huge roost which formed in the area of 42nd St and Dodge St 
in Omaha in late summer 2008 reformed much earlier this year; “hundreds” 
were there by 29 Jun (JED), with 7000-8000 by the end of the period (JR). The 
total peaked at 35,000 on 2 Sep 2008. The 9 birds in Dawes Co 29 Jul 2009 
(JJ) provided only the 2nd fall report (presumed migrants) from the Panhandle. 
Breeding occurs each year west as far as Ogallala in the North Platte Valley and 
Ainsworth (possibly Valentine) in the Niobrara Valley. 

Tree Swallow: Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Almost a repeat of last summer, 3 were at Forest Lawn 
Cem, Omaha, 27 Jun (JR). There were also several Lincoln sightings: at least 
one was in an observer's yard throughout the period (RE), 3 were at Pioneers 
Park 21 Jun (RE), and another was in a Lincoln yard 31 Jul (MUs), and might 
have been a very early fall arrival, although such birds are not usually seen 
until mid-Aug. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports from a part of the state where this species has 
been scarce as a summer resident until the last couple of decades or so included 
singles in Chase Co 13 Jun (MB), Hayes Co 14 Jun (MB), and Frontier Co 2 
Jul (ME). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: None were reported; this species should be looked for during the 
summer as breeding has occurred in Nebraska. 

Rock Wren: Good numbers continue in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co, where 
10-12 were found 14 Jul (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: Reports from the edge of the slowly-expanding range included 
Dodge Co 27 Jul (D&JP), Fillmore Co 1-14 Jul (JRi), Buffalo Co 23 Jul 
(LB), and Franklin Co (2) 25 Jul (LR, RH). 

House Wren: The 44 at WP 8 Jul (LE) was an excellent count. 

Sedge Wren: As was the case last summer, significant numbers were again reported 
from ne. Nebraska during Jun, with some 12 reports, mostly of singles 2-18 
Jun (WF, MB, DH, D&JP), although birds in Antelope and Pierce Cos 
persisted through 6 and 11 Jul respectively (MB, DH), and 5+ were calling in 
Platte Co 4 Jun (DH). Unexpected in the southeast were 3 pairs at Shoemaker 
Marsh, Lancaster Co, 29-30 Jun (KC, LE) and one at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Saunders/Lancaster Co, 30 Jun (LE). 
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Marsh Wren: Western song type birds were in Loup and Wheeler Cos 2 and 14 Jun 
(WF). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species can now be found, albeit still in low numbers 
in some areas of s.-cen. Nebraska, throughout most of the state except the n.- 
cen., primarily the Sandhills. One was at Schindler Creek, Knox Co, 2-22 Jul 
(MB), the westernmost of the eastern reports, and singles were in Morrill Co 
27 Jun (AK) and nw. Sioux Co 20 Jun (AK). A pair was carrying food in 
Frontier Co 10 Jun (TJW). 

Eastern Bluebird: Nest boxes at ADF fledged 92 birds Jun-Jul (LF). 

Mountain Bluebird: This species breeds se. in pine canyons to extreme se. Banner 
Co, where 4 were seen 13 Jun (WRS, KN). 

Townsend's Solitaire: This species occurs on rare occasions in summer in pines in 
the w. Pine Ridge, and has bred; one at Chadron SP 13 Jun (WM) was only 
the 5th breeding season report for Dawes Co. 

Swainson's Thrush: None were reported; last spring dates are usually in early Jun 
in the northwest. 

Wood Thrush: Two were westerly along Schindler Creek, Knox Co 2-29 Jul, as 
last year (MB). Reports from the Republican RV are very few, and so 
significant was one at Inavale 7 Jun (LR, RH). Although this was probably a 
westerly migrant, there are no summer records west of Webster Co along the 
Republican RV. One in Gosper Co 2 Jul (CNK) was also out of range; there 
are very few Platte RV reports that far west. 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Gray Catbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports from the north, where still uncommon, included 
singles in Sheridan Co 6 Jun (PR), in Cherry Co 10 Jul (RE), and in Knox Co 
28-30 Jul (MB, D&JP). This species is now fairly common across the 
southern half of Nebraska. 

Sage Thrasher: Apparently the first confirmation of breeding in Nebraska, although 
the 6th record for Jun, was one carrying food in sw. Kimball Co 18 Jun 
(CNK), and seen again there 2 Jul (MR). 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: A pair with 2 juveniles was at LO 25 Jul (TJW). 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Routine reports. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported; this despite the 2-3 reported in spring. 

Black-and-white Warbler: This species is most common in summer in the e. 
Niobrara RV; reports were from Keya Paha and Brown Cos 13 Jun (WF) and 
Knox Co 28-29 Jul (MB, D&JP). 

American Redstart: Reports were from known breeding locations in Knox Co 
(MB), Cherry Co (RE), and Dawes Co (KD). Distribution is spotty west of 
Knox Co, however, except for the Pine Ridge. 

Prothonotary Warbler: Following several spring reports at FF, the only one 
reported for Jun-Jul was there 9 Jun (L&BP). As with Cerulean Warbler, 
summer follow-ups would be of interest. 
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Oven bird: Reports outside the usual eastern and northern Nebraska summer range 
were of one at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 7 Jun (TJW), likely a late 
migrant, and one in Pierce Co 17 Jul, the observer's first in this county (DH). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: There were numerous reports, through 27 Jul at FF (PS), 
including 4-5 birds and a pair carrying food 20 Jun at PRSP (JR, JC, SS, LE). 
A surprise was one as far nw. as Schindler Creek, Knox Co, 2-22 Jul (MB); 
this is the first summer record away from the Missouri RV. 

Kentucky Warbler: The only reports of this lower Missouri RV summer resident 
were of singles at PRSP 20 Jun (JR, JC, SS) and 28 Jun (LE). It is most often 
seen at ICSP. 

Mourning Warbler: Last was a window kill in Omaha 1 Jun (JED). 

Common Yellowthroat: Adults were feeding a fledgling in Lancaster Co 29 Jun 
(KC). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: The eastern edge of the current range was suggested by 
sightings in Knox Co 2-29 Jul (MB), Garfield Co 28 Jun (LR, RH), Webster 
Co 7 Jun (LR, RH) and Harlan Co 6 Jul (KS). The Webster Co sightings were 
the farthest east in the Republican RV for several years. “Lots” were in se. 
Lincoln Co canyons 6 Jul (TJW). 

Summer Tanager: Now established in the lower Missouri RV, reports were from 
regular locations at FF (L&BP), PRSP (JR, JC, SS), Otoe Co (LF), and ICSP 
(L&BP). Unexpected was a first spring male at Schuyler 6 Jun (WF); such out- 
of-range reports are increasing in recent years as this species increases in 
numbers in the southeast. 

Scarlet Tanager; Keya Paha Co may mark the w. edge of the summer range in the 
Niobrara RV; one was there 13 Jun (WF). Another was in Knox Co 3-29 Jul 
(MB). 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 

Spotted Towhee: Two in Webster Co 7 Jun (LR, RH) were easterly; most in that 
area are hybrids. Spotteds and hybrids only were noted in Brown and Cherry 
Cos 6 Jul (RE), as expected. 

Eastern Towhee: A belated report was of one at the w. edge of the breeding range in 
Hall Co 21 Jun 2008 (TEL). 

Cassin's Sparrow: Continuing the trend of increased numbers in sw. Nebraska were 
reports of 7-8 in Chase Co 12-15 Jun (MB, JLL), 1-2 in sw. Kimball Co 13 
Jun-19 Jul (WRS, m. ob.), and a belated report of nesting at WSR in 2008 
(HKH). The latter is among the most northerly reports for the state. 

Chipping Sparrow: Lowest summer numbers are west of Harlan Co in the 
southwest; one in Frontier Co 10 Jun (TJW) provided what appears to be only 
the 3rd summer record in the southwest 8 counties. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: None were reported; this is an uncommon breeder in the w. 
Panhandle. 

Field Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: Breeding is uncommon in the cen. and w. Platte Valley 
southward, and so a report of an adult with a juvenile in Polk Co 25 Jul (DH) 
was noteworthy. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting; Routine reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: None were reported; this is a localized breeder in the 
Panhandle. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Henslow's Sparrow: The only reports were of 2-3 at SCP 7-14 Jun (TEL, KP), a 
regular location. A belated westerly report was of one in Hall Co 21 Jun 2008 
(TEL); Hall Co marks the w. edge of the summer range in Nebraska. 

Song Sparrow: Still uncommon in summer but increasing in the Republican RV, 
one was at Republican City 10 Jun (LF) and 3 were in Franklin Co 25 Jul 
(LR, RH). One near Oshkosh 19 Jul (LR, RH) appears to be only the 2nd 
report for the North Platte RV; this species has increased in numbers 
significantly in recent years in Lincoln Co and more North Platte RV reports 
can be expected as westward expansion continues. 

Swamp Sparrow: There are few summer reports s. of the Platte RV, except for a 
few RWB locations; one was singing at Harvard Marsh 20-25 Jul (PD). 

Harris's Sparrow: Last spring birds were the 1-3 at a Danbury feeder through 9 Jun 
(DJ). This is the 10th Jun record for the state. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Routine reports. 

McCown's Longspur: The only report was of 2 in w, Kimball Co 13 Jun (WRS). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only reports were from Kimball Co: 3 on 3 Jun 
(WRS) and 4 on 2 Jul (MR). 

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: This species often wanders westward into early Jun; 
singles were farther west than usual at Chadron SP 13 Jun (KD) and, not as 
surprising, at Alma 10 Jun (LF). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: One as far east as sw. Dixon Co 1 Jun (JJ) was the last of the 
several easterly spring migrants. Rare e. of the Panhandle, one was in Cherry 
Co 28 Jul (JJ), 1-2 were in Chase Co 13-18 Jun (MB, JLL), and one was 
singing in se. Lincoln Co 8 Jul (TJW). 

Indigo Bunting: Westerly was one in Dawes Co 4 Jul (B&DW); non-hybrids this 
far west are unusual. 

Dickcissel: Excellent numbers occurred westward again, including 30+ on a BBS 
route in Cheyenne Co 4 Jul (KD); most were males, with only one pair seen 
(KD). It was considered “abundant” in Lincoln Co (WRS), Cherry Co (RE), 
and Logan Co (LR, RH). Singles were in Kimball Co 10 Jul (JRo), near 
Chadron SP 13 Jun (KD) and in sw. Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jun (AK). 

Bobolink: Molt had begun 25 Jul with several seen in reeds at Harvard Marsh (PD), 
and likely migrants were the 50 in Holt Co 28 Jul (JJ). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Uncommon in se. Lincoln Co canyons, one was found there 
6 Jul (TJW). A BBS route in Garden Co 20 Jun found a ratio of 10:1 
Western: Eastern Meadowlarks (B&DW). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Brewer's Blackbird: An adult was feeding a young bird near Chadron SP 13 Jun 
(KD); reports of breeding from this area are few. 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Although now found statewide in summer, reports from areas 
where numbers are still low were of a male near Bassett 14 Jun (WF), a single 
in Custer Co 11 Jun (MB), and another in Chase Co 12-15 Jun (MB, JLL). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 
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Baltimore Oriole: Westerly, but not unexpected, were singles in Scotts Bluff Co 12 
Jun (LF) and Morrill Co 27 Jun (AK). 

Bullock's Oriole; This species and hybrids predominate in s.-cen. Morrill Co 
(WRS). Males depart early, essentially performing a molt migration to the sw. 
United States; interesting observations regarding this were made at a feeding 
station near Mitchell where 4 families with young were in attendance. The 
males departed when young were able to feed themselves, while females and 
juveniles departed together a month later, around mid-Aug (KD). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: A surprise was a female/immature type at a feeder in Fillmore Co 3 
Jun (JRi photo); last dates for winter visitors are in the first few days of Jun . 
Other reports were as expected from the Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills. 

Pine Siskin: There were scattered reports away from the usual summer range, but no 
breeding was noted. Singles were in a Dixon Co yard 18 and 23 Jun (JJ), at a 
Dodge Co feeder 19 Jun (D&JP), at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 27 Jun (JR), 
and at Shelton 14 Jul (MM). 

Lesser Goldfinch: Somewhat surprisingly after the large numbers reported in 2008, 
albeit most in fall, none were reported. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


Long-tailed Jaegers in Western Nebraska 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 

5711 Valley Road, Ames, IA 50014 

cootjr@iastate.edu 

The Long-tailed Jaeger is an accidental migrant in Nebraska with just one 
accepted record through the mid-1990s. Based on records from adjacent states, 
especially Colorado (Andrews and Righter 1992) and Wyoming (Faulkner 2010), the 
species is probably more frequent than these records indicate, and its status is further 
complicated by possible confusion with Pomarine and Parasitic jaegers. In this 
article I report details of four records of Long-tailed Jaegers in western Nebraska and 
comment on the species' identification and status in the state. 

On 3 October 1998 I observed a juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger walking along 
the shoreline at Martin Bay along the north shore of Lake McConaughy in Keith 
County. I watched this bird for almost half an hour as it foraged for insects well 
away from the water's edge. It did not associate with other birds, nor did it show 
any interest in harassing the hundreds of Franklin's and Ring-billed Gulls feeding on 
the main lake. On 11 September 2000 I found and photographed another juvenile 
Long-tailed Jaeger, this time at Lake Minatare in Scotts Bluff County. I studied 
this bird for nearly 3 hours, during which time it slowly circled the main eastern 
portion of the lake, occasionally dropping to the water to pick at something on the 
surface (I assumed it was after small fish). Other than a brief (<30 seconds) chase of 
a Franklin's Gull, the bird showed no interest in the many gulls and terns that were 
present. On 19 September 2001 I was stunned to see an adult light morph Long¬ 
tailed Jaeger flying east along the north shore of Lake McConaughy at Sand Point. 
The bird was very close (<100 m away) and its long tail streamers were fluttering in 




Vol. 77 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


111 


the wind. Its passage spooked hundreds of Franklin's Gulls off the point, but it 
never harassed them. The bird quickly disappeared as it flew towards the dam and I 
was unable to relocate it in more than an hour of searching. Finally, on 9 June 2008 
I observed and photographed an adult Long-tailed Jaeger at the eastern end of Lake 
McConaughy. I initially saw the bird flying east from Theis Bay on the north side 
of the lake, and later found it sitting on the water north of Ogallala Beach. The bird 
seemed uninterested in the many Franklin's and Ring-billed Gulls that were present. 
Instead, it made several short flights, each of which ended when the bird dropped to 
the water and swam in wide circles, picking at the water's surface much like a 
phalarope. Each of these birds was present for a single day and was not, to my 
knowledge, later seen by other birders. 

The identification of any jaeger requires careful scrutiny, especially those 
that appear at unexpected inland locales. Features such as size, structure, coloration, 
shape of the rectrices, and wing pattern easily identified each of the above birds as a 
jaeger. Identification of the adult birds as Long-tailed Jaegers was relatively easy as 
both showed a neat black cap that was widest below the eye, a short, stubby, black 
bill that was less than half the length of the head, a pale neck, nape, chin, throat, and 
breast fading from dull yellow on the nape to white on the lower breast, elongated 
central rectrices that extended well beyond (>6 in) the tips of the remaining rectrices, 
and a two-toned upperwing (pale gray-brown coverts contrasting with black remiges) 
with white shafts to the outer two primaries and uniformly dark underwings lacking 
any white at the base of the primaries. Identification of the juvenile birds required 
greater caution and was based on a combination of a very short, thin, dark-colored 
bill with a pale base, the blunt-tipped elongated central rectrices that extended at 
least one inch beyond the remaining rectrices, the generally cold, gray/brown overall 
coloration with unbarred underparts and contrasting paler undertail coverts with 
prominent darker barring, and the uniform dark gray/brown upperwings showing 
white color along the basal half of the outer two primaries and white edges to the 
primary and secondary coverts that gave the coverts a scalloped look. On the basis 
of plumage coloration I concluded that the 3 October 1998 bird was a light morph 
individual while the 11 September 2000 bird was an intermediate morph individual. 

These represent the second through fifth reports of Long-tailed Jaegers in 
Nebraska. The state's only previous record is also the only report from the eastern 
two thirds of the state: a juvenile collected 1 September 1952 at Salt Lake, Lancaster 
County (Baumgarten and Rapp 1953). On the basis of these reports, Long-tailed 
Jaeger may be a more common migrant in western Nebraska than previously 
thought. Three of the four records were in a relatively narrow time period in 
September and early October that fits this species' pattern of occurrence elsewhere in 
the Great Plains. Summer records are more unusual, but not without precedent, and 
often involve adults. 
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THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA: 2009 

Compiled by Mark A. Brogie (NOU Records Committee Chairperson) 

508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 


The duties of NOU Records Committee (NOU Records Committee 1986) 
include: 

A. The committee shall publish an official list of the birds of Nebraska. 

B. The official list will include all those species whose occurrence has 
been reported in Nebraska. 

C. The committee shall keep the official list current. 

D. The committee shall publish a list of species for which details are 

requested with every sighting reported. 

The 2009 NOU Records Committee has completed the above duties and the 
following is the result of its endeavors. This work summarizes the changes made to 
the “Official List” since its last publication (NOU Records Committee 2004). 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 
(Nebraska Ornithologists' Union [NOU] Records Committee 1988), based initially 
on Bray et al. 1986, and has been updated two times (NOU Records Committee 
1997, 2004). The “Official List” has also been appended twenty times: (Mollhoff 
1989; Grenon 1990, 1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 
1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009a, 2009b; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 
2003). 

The taxonomic treatment and species sequence follows the American 
Ornithologists' Union [AOU] Checklist of North American Birds, seventh edition 
(1998) including changes made to the list in annual supplements (AOU: 2000, 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009). 


Record Classification and Status: 

Firmness of data classification supporting a species placement on the “Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska” is indicated by the following terms (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

l-S: an adequately labeled diagnostic specimen 
I-P: an adequately labeled diagnostic photo or slide 
l-R: an adequately labeled diagnostic recording 
II: a sight record with three or more acceptable written documentations 
III: a sight record with one or two acceptable written documentations 

Additionally, the list reflects status changes in the frequency of occurrence as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2000-2009. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOU Records Committee 1988): 
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Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 


Changes at the Family and/or Order Level 

1. Vultures (Cathartidae) are moved from the order Ciconiiformes and once 

again placed at the beginning of the order Falconiformes (AOU 2007). 

2. Jaegers are placed in their own family (Stercorariidae) and follow (Laridae) 

(AOU 2006). 

3. New World Quails (Odontophoridae) are moved before pheasants 

(Phasianidae) (AOU 2009). 

4. Tanagers in the genus Piranga are moved from the family Thraupidae and 

placed at the beginning of the family Cardinalidae (AOU 2009). 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions and/or 
Changes in English Names 

1. Taiga Bean-Goose ( Anser fabalis ) as a result of a split in the Bean-Goose 

complex (AOU 2007). 

2. Cackling Goose {Branta hutchinsii) as a result of a split from Canada Goose 

{Branta canadensis) complex (AOU 2004). 

3. Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow {Ammodramus nelsoni ) is now Nelson's 

Sparrow (AOU 2009). 


Changes in Scientific Names 

1. Spotted Sandpiper {Actitis macularia) becomes Actitis macularius (AOU 

2004). 

2. Willet ( Catoptrophorus semipalmatus ) becomes Tringa semipalmata (AOU 

2006). 

3. Bonaparte's Gull ( Larus Philadelphia) becomes Chroicocephalus 
Philadelphia (AOU 2008). 

4. Black-headed Gull {Larus ridibundus) becomes Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

(AOU 2008). 

5. Little Gull {Larus minutus) becomes Hydrocoloeus minutus (AOU 2008). 

6. Laughing Gull {Larus atricilla) becomes Leucophaeus atricilla (AOU 

2008). 

7. Franklin's Gull {Larus pipixean) becomes Leucophaeus pipixean (AOU 

2008). 

8. Least Tern {Sterna antillarum) becomes Sternula antillarum (AOU 2006). 
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9. Caspian Tern {Sterna caspia ) becomes Hydroprogne caspia (AOU 2006). 

10. Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon ) becomes Megaceryle alcyon (AOU 2007). 

11. Worm-eating Warbler {Helmitheros vermivorus ) becomes Helmitheros 
vermivorum (AOU 2004). 

12. Common Redpoll (Carduelis flammed) becomes Acanthis flammea (AOU 
2009). 

13. Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni ) becomes Acanthis hornemanni 
(AOU2009). 

14. Pine Siskin {Carduelis pinus ) becomes Spinus pirns (AOU 2009). 

15. Lesser Goldfinch {Carduelis psaltria) becomes Spinus psaltria (AOU 2009). 

16. American Goldfinch {Carduelis tristis) becomes Spinus tristis (AOU 2009). 


Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) III to I-P (Brogie 2006). 

2. Wood Stork {Mycteria americana ) III to I-P (Brogie 2007). 

3. Costa's Hummingbird {Calypte costae) III to 1-P (Brogie 2006). 

4. Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens ) III to I-P (Brogie 2008). 

5. Mountain Chickadee {Poecile gamheli ) I-P to I-S (UNSM # ZM-17444) 

(Brogie 2005). 

6. Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens) III to I-P (Brogie 

2009a). 

7. Black Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte atrata ) III to I-P (Brogie 2009b). 


Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. Brant {Branta bernicla) Accidental to Casual (Brogie 2005). 

2. American Black Duck {Anas rubripes) Regular to Casual (Brogie 2007). 

3. Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus) Casual to Accidental 

(Brogie 2007); Accidental to Casual (Brogie 2009b). 

4. Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus) Accidental to Casual (Brogie 2005). 

5. Red Knot {Calidris canutus) Regular to Casual (Brogie 2006). 

6. Mew Gull {Larus canus) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2005); Regular to Casual 

(Brogie 2007). 

7. Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2005); Regular to 

Casual (Brogie 2009b). 

8. Great Black-backed Gull {Larus marinus) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2006). 

9. Eurasian Collared-Dove {Streptopelia decaocto) Casual to Regular (Brogie 

2005) . 

10. White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2005). 

11. Inca Dove {Columbina inca) Accidental to Casual (Brogie 2009a). 

12. Pileated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus) Casual to Regular (Brogie 

2006) . 

13. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forficatus) Casual to Regular (Brogie 
2006). 

14. Cassin's Vireo {Vireo cassinii) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2006). 

15. Clark's Nutcracker {Nucifraga Columbiana) Casual to Regular (Brogie 
2006). 
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16. Sprague's Pipit (Anthus spragueii ) Casual to Regular (Brogie 2006). 

17. Blue-winged Warbler ( Vermivora pinus ) Regular to Casual (Brogie 2007). 

18. Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens ) Accidental to Casual 
(Brogie 2009a). 

19. Prairie Warbler {Dendroica discolor ) Casual to Accidental (Brogie 2009a). 

20. Connecticut Warbler ( Oporornis agilis ) Regular to Casual (Brogie 2007). 

21. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte tephrocotis ) Casual to Regular 
(Brogie 2005). 

22. Cassin's Finch {Carpodacus cassinii ) Regular to Casual (Brogie 2007). 

23. White-winged Crossbill ( Loxia leucoptera) Regular to Casual (Brogie 
2008). 

24. Evening Grosbeak {Coccothraustes vespertinus) Regular to Casual (Brogie 
2007). 


Species Added to the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska Based on 
Acceptable Documentation 

1. Cackling Goose {Branta hutchinsii ) - added in 2004 by specimen collected on 

01 April, 1896 (UNSM # ZM-11999) (Brogie 2005). 

2. Magnificent Frigatebird ( Fregata magnificens) added in 2009 by description 

(Brogie 2009b) replaces Frigatebird {Fregata sp.\ added in 2007 by 
photograph (Brogie 2008). 

3. Zone-tailed Hawk {Buteo albonotatus ) - added in 2007 by description (Brogie 

2008). 

4. Royal Tern {Thalasseus maximus ) - added in 2007 by specimen (UNSM 

# ZM-18317) (Brogie 2008). 

5. Fish Crow {Corvus ossifragus ) - added in 2009 by description (Brogie 

2009b). 

6. Grace's Warbler {Dendroica graciae ) - added in 2008 by photograph (Brogie 

2009a). 

7. Eurasian Tree Sparrow {Passer montanus ) - added in 2007 by photograph 

(Brogie 2008). 


The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” contains 454 species 
with the following classification and status. 


Class;.# 

Status: 

# 

l-S: 365 

Regular: 

329 

I-P: 69 

Casual: 

42 

I-R: 4 

Accidental: 

77 

II: 1 

Extirpated: 

4 

III: 15 

Extinct: 

2 

454 


454 


The NOU Records Committee seeks documentation for all species of less 
than regular occurrence in Nebraska as well as for those species whose occurrence has 
not been documented in Nebraska. Species documentation currently may be sent to: 
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Mark A. Brogie, Records Committee Chair 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 

2009 NOU Records Committee Members 

Mark A. Brogie (chair), Paul Dunbar, Joe Gubanyi, Bill Huser, Loren Padelford, 
W. Ross Silcock, and T.J. Walker. 
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THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA: 2009 
(454 species) 


Order ANSERIFORMES 

Family Anatidae: Swans, Geese, and Ducks 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis). Accidental, I-S 

Taiga Bean-Goose (Anser fabalis ), Accidental, I-P 

Greater White-fronted Goose ( Anser albifrons ), Regular, I-S 

Emperor Goose (Chen canagica ), Accidental, I-P 

Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens ), Regular, I-S 

Ross's Goose (Chen rossii), Regular, I-S 

Brant (Branta bernicla ), Casual, I-S 

Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii ), Regular, I-S 

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis ), Regular, I-S 

Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator ), Regular, I-S 

Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus), Regular, I-S 

Wood Duck (Aix sponsa ), Regular, I-S 

Gadwall (Anas strepera), Regular, I-S 

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope), Casual, 1-S 

American Wigeon (Anas americana ), Regular, I-S 

American Black Duck (Anas rubripes ), Casual, I-S 

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), Regular, I-S 

Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula ), Accidental, I-P 

Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors ), Regular, I-S 

Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera ), Regular, I-S 

Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata ), Regular, I-S 

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta), Regular, I-S 

Garganey (Anas querquedula). Accidental, I-P 

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca ), Regular, I-S 

Canvasback (Aythya valisineria ), Regular, I-S 

Redhead (Aythya americana ), Regular, I-S 

Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collar is). Regular, I-S 

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula). Accidental, I-P 

Greater Scaup (Aythya marila), Regular, I-S 

Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis ), Regular, I-S 
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King Eider ( Somateria spectabilis ), Accidental, I-P 
Common Eider ( Somateria mollissima ), Accidental, I-S 
Harlequin Duck ( Histrionicus histrionicus ), Accidental, I-S 
Surf Scoter ( Melanitta perspicillata), Regular, I-S 
White-winged Scoter {Melanitta fusca ), Regular, I-S 
Black Scoter ( Melanitta nigra). Regular, I-S 
Long-tailed Duck ( Clangula hyemalis ), Regular, I-S 
Bufflehead {Bucephala albeola), Regular, I-S 
Common Goldeneye {Bucephala clangula). Regular, I-S 
Barrow’s Goldeneye {Bucephala islandica ), Regular, l-P 
Hooded Merganser {Lophodytes cucullatus), Regular, I-S 
Common Merganser {Mergus merganser). Regular, I-S 
Red-breasted Merganser {Mergus serrator ), Regular, I-S 
Ruddy Duck {Oxyura jamaicensis). Regular, I-S 

Order GALLIFORMES 
Family Odontophoridae: Quail 

Northern Bobwhite {Colinus virginianus). Regular, I-S 

Family Phasianidae: Partridges, Grouse, and Turkeys 

Gray Partridge {Perdix perdix ), Regular, I-S 
Ring-necked Pheasant {Phasianus colchicus ), Regular, I-S 
Ruffed Grouse {Bonasa umbellus). Extirpated, 1-S 
Greater Sage-Grouse {Centrocercus urophasianus). Accidental, III 
Sharp-tailed Grouse {Tympanuchus phasianellus). Regular, I-S 
Greater Prairie-Chicken {Tympanuchus cupido), Regular, I-S 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken {Tympanuchus pallidicinctus ), Extirpated, I-S 
Wild Turkey {Meleagris gallopavo ), Regular, I-S 

Order GAVIIFORMES 
Family Gaviidae: Loons 

Red-throated Loon {Gavia stellata ), Casual, I-P 
Pacific Loon {Gavia pacified). Regular, I-P 
Common Loon {Gavia immer). Regular, I-S 
Yellow-billed Loon {Gavia adamsii ), Accidental, I-P 

Order PODICIPEDIFORMES 
Family Podicipedidae: Grebes 

Pied-billed Grebe {Podilymbus podiceps), Regular, I-S 
Horned Grebe {Podiceps auritus ), Regular, I-S 
Red-necked Grebe {Podiceps grisegena), Regular, I-P 
Eared Grebe {Podiceps nigricollis), Regular, I-S 
Western Grebe {Aechmophorus occidental is). Regular, I-S 
Clark's Grebe {Aechmophorus clarkii ), Regular, I-S 
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Order PELECANIFORMES 
Family Pelecanidae: Pelicans 

American White Pelican ( Pelecanus erythrorhynchos ), Regular, I-S 
Brown Pelican {Pelecanus occidentals ), Accidental, I-P 

Family Phalacrocoracidae: Cormorants 

Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus ), Casual, I-S 
Double-crested Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax auritus), Regular, I-S 

Family Anhingidae: Darters 

Anhinga ( Anhinga anhinga ), Accidental, I-S 

Family Fregatidae: Frigatebirds 

Magnificent Frigatebird {Fregata magnificens), Accidental, III 

Order CICONIIFORMES 

Family Ardeidae: Bitterns and Herons 

American Bittern {Botaurus lentiginosus), Regular, I-S 

Least Bittern ( Ixobrychus exilis ), Regular, 1-S 

Great Blue Heron ( Ardea herodias), Regular, 1-S 

Great Egret {Ardea alba), Regular, I-S 

Snowy Egret {Egretta thula ), Regular, I-P 

Little Blue Heron {Egretta caerulea ), Regular, I-S 

Tricolored Heron {Egretta tricolor). Accidental, I-S 

Reddish Egret {Egretta rufescens ), Accidental, I-P 

Cattle Egret {Bubulcus ibis). Regular, I-P 

Green Heron {Butorides virescens). Regular, I-S 

Black-crowned Night-Heron {Nycticorax nycticorax ), Regular, I-S 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron {Nyctanassa violacea ), Regular, I-S 

Family Threskiomithidae: Ibises and Spoonbills 

White Ibis {Eudocimus albus). Accidental, I-P 
Glossy Ibis {Plegadis falcinellus). Casual, I-P 
White-faced Ibis {Plegadis chihi ), Regular, I-S 
Roseate Spoonbill {Platalea ajaja). Accidental, II 

Family Ciconiidae: Storks 

Wood Stork {Mycteria americana ), Accidental, I-P 
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Order FALCONIFORMES 

Family Cathartidae: American Vultures 

Black Vulture ( Coragyps atratus), Accidental, I-S 
Turkey Vulture ( Cathartes aura). Regular, 1-S 

Family Accipitridae: Kites, Hawks, Eagles, and Allies 

Osprey ( Pandion haliaetus ), Regular, I-S 
Swallow-tailed Kite {Elanoides forficatus), Extirpated, I-S 
White-tailed Kite ( Elanus leucurus ), Accidental, I-P 
Mississippi Kite {Ictinia mississippiensis ), Regular, I-S 
Bald Eagle ( Haliaeetus leucocephalus). Regular, I-S 
Northern Harrier ( Circus cyaneus), Regular, I-S 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (. Accipiter striatus ), Regular, I-S 
Cooper's Hawk {Accipiter cooperii ), Regular, I-S 
Northern Goshawk {Accipiter gentilis ), Regular, I-S 
Harris's Hawk {Parabuteo unicinctus). Accidental, I-S 
Red-shouldered Hawk {Buteo lineatus ), Regular, 1-S 
Broad-winged Hawk {Buteo platypterus). Regular, I-S 
Swainson's Hawk {Buteo swainsoni), Regular, I-S 
Zone-tailed Hawk {Buteo albonotatus), Accidental, III 
Red-tailed Hawk {Buteo jamaicensis). Regular, I-S 
Ferruginous Hawk {Buteo regalis). Regular, I-S 
Rough-legged Hawk {Buteo lagopus). Regular, I-S 
Golden Eagle {Aquila chrysaetos ), Regular, I-S 

Family Falconidae: Falcons 

American Kestrel {Falco sparverius ), Regular, 1-S 
Merlin {Falco columbarius). Regular, I-S 
Gyrfalcon {Falco rusticolus ), Casual, I-S 
Peregrine Falcon {Falco peregrinus ), Regular, I-S 
Prairie Falcon {Falco mexicanus). Regular, I-S 

Order GRUIFORMES 

Family Rallidae: Rails, Gallinules, and Coots 

Yellow Rail {Coturnicops noveboracensis ), Accidental, I-S 
Black Rail {Laterallus jamaicensis ), Accidental, I-R 
Clapper Rail {Rallus longirostris ), Accidental, I-S 
King Rail {Rallus elegans). Casual, I-S 
Virginia Rail {Rallus limicola), Regular, I-S 
Sora {Porzana Carolina), Regular, I-S 
Purple Gallinule {Porphyrio martinica), Accidental, III 
Common Moorhen {Gallinula chloropus), Casual, I-S 
American Coot {Fulica americana). Regular, I-S 
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Family Gruidae: Cranes 

Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis ), Regular, I-S 
Common Crane (Grus grus), Accidental, I-P 
Whooping Crane (Grus americana ), Regular, I-S 

Order CHARADRIIFORMES 
Family Charadriidae: Plovers 

Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola ), Regular, I-S 
American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica ), Regular, I-S 
Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus). Regular, I-S 
Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus ), Regular, I-S 
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus ), Regular, I-S 
Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus). Regular, I-S 
Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus ), Regular, I-S 

Family Recurvirostridae: Stilts and Avocets 

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus), Regular, I-S 
American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana ), Regular, I-S 

Family Scolopacidae: Sandpipers and Phalaropes 

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius ), Regular, I-S 
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria), Regular, I-S 
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca ), Regular, I-S 
Willet (Tringa semipalmata ), Regular, I-S 
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes), Regular, I-S 
Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda ), Regular, I-S 
Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis ), Extirpated, I-S 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), Regular, I-S 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus ), Regular, I-S 
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica ), Regular, I-S 
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa ), Regular, I-S 
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres ), Regular, I-S 
Red Knot (Calidris canutus ), Casual, I-P 
Sanderling (Calidris alba), Regular, I-S 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla ), Regular, I-S 
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri ), Regular, I-S 
Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla ), Regular, I-S 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis), Regular, I-S 
Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii). Regular, I-S 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos). Regular, I-S 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata). Accidental, III 
Dunlin (Calidris alpina). Regular, I-S 
Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea), Accidental, 1-P 
Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus ), Regular, I-S 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis ), Regular, I-S 
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax). Casual, I-P 
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Short-billed Dowitcher {Limnodromus griseus), Regular, I-S 
Long-billed Dowitcher ( Limnodromus scolopaceus), Regular, I-S 
Wilson's Snipe {Gallinago delicata ), Regular, I-S 
American Woodcock ( Scolopax minor). Regular, I-S 
Wilson’s Phalarope ( Phalaropus tricolor ), Regular, I-S 
Red-necked Phalarope {Phalaropus lohatus ), Regular, I-S 
Red Phalarope {Phalaropus fulicarius ), Casual, I-S 

Family Laridae: Gulls and Terns 

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla ), Casual, I-S 

Sabine's Gull (Xema sahini ), Regular, I-S 

Bonaparte’s Gull ( Chroicocephalus Philadelphia), Regular, I-S 

Black-headed Gull {Chroicocephalus ridibundus). Accidental, III 

Little Gull {Hydrocoloeus minutus ), Casual, I-P 

Ross's Gull {Rhodostethia rosea). Accidental, I-P 

Laughing Gull {Leucophaeus atricilla). Casual, I-P 

Franklin's Gull {Leucophaeus pipixcan). Regular, I-S 

Mew Gull {Larus canus). Casual, I-P 

Ring-billed Gull {Larus delawarensis). Regular, I-S 

California Gull {Larus californicus ), Regular, I-S 

Herring Gull {Larus argentatus). Regular, I-S 

Thayer's Gull {Larus thayerf). Regular, I-P 

Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides). Casual, I-P 

Lesser Black-backed Gull {Larus fuscus). Regular, I-P 

Glaucous-winged Gull {Larus glaucescens), Accidental, I-P 

Glaucous Gull {Larus hyperboreus). Regular, I-P 

Great Black-backed Gull {Larus marinus). Regular, I-P 

Least Tern {Sternula antillarum ), Regular, I-S 

Caspian Tern {Hydroprogne caspia ), Regular, I-S 

Black Tern {Chlidonias niger). Regular, I-S 

Common Tern {Sterna hirundo). Regular, I-S 

Arctic Tern {Sterna paradisaea). Accidental, I-P 

Forster's Tern {Sterna forsteri ), Regular, I-S 

Royal Tern {Thalasseus maximus). Accidental, I-S 

Family Stercorariidae: Jaegers 

Pomarine Jaeger {Stercorarius pomarinus ), Casual, I-S 
Parasitic Jaeger {Stercorarius parasiticus ), Accidental, I-S 
Long-tailed Jaeger {Stercorarius longicaudus), Accidental, I-S 

Family Alcidae: Auks, Murres, and Allies 
Ancient Murrelet {Synthliboramphus antiquus). Accidental, I-S 
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Order COLUMBIFORMES 

Family Columbidae: Pigeons and Doves 

Rock Pigeon ( Columba livid). Regular, I-S 
Band-tailed Pigeon {Patagioenas fasciata). Accidental, I-P 
Eurasian Collared-Dove {Streptopelia decaocto ), Regular, 1-P 
White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica ), Regular, I-P 
Mourning Dove ( Zenaida macroura). Regular, I-S 
Passenger Pigeon {Ectopistes migratorius ), Extinct, I-S 
Inca Dove {Columbina inca). Casual, I-P 
Common Ground-Dove ( Columbinapasserind). Accidental, III 

Order PSITTACIFORMES 
Family Psittacidae: Parrots 

Carolina Parakeet ( Conuropsis carolinensis). Extinct, I-S 

Order CUCULIFORMES 

Family Cuculidae: Cuckoos and Anis 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus). Regular, I-S 
Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus), Regular, I-S 
Groove-billed Ani (Crotophaga sulcirostris). Accidental, I-P 

Order STRIGIFORMES 
Family Tytonidae: Bam Owls 

Barn Owl (Tyto alba), Regular, I-S 

Family Strigidae: Typical Owls 

Eastern Screech-Owl {Megascops asio ), Regular, I-S 
Great Horned Owl {Bubo virginianus). Regular, I-S 
Snowy Owl {Bubo scandiacus), Regular, I-S 
Northern Hawk Owl {Surnia ulula). Accidental, I-S 
Burrowing Owl {Athene cunicularia ), Regular, I-S 
Barred Owl {Strix varia), Regular, 1-S 
Great Gray Owl {Strix nebulosa ), Accidental, I-S 
Long-eared Owl {Asio otus ), Regular, I-S 
Short-eared Owl {Asio flammeus ), Regular, I-S 
Boreal Owl {Aegolius funereus). Accidental, I-S 
Northern Saw-whet Owl {Aegolius acadicus ), Regular, I-S 

Order CAPRIMULGIFORMES 
Family Caprimulgidae: Goatsuckers 

Common Nighthawk {Chordeiles minor). Regular, I-S 
Common Poorwill {Phalaenoptilus nuttallii), Regular, I-S 
Chuck-will's-widow {Caprimulgus carolinensis). Regular, I-P 
Whip-poor-will {Caprimulgus vociferus ), Regular, I-S 
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Order APODIFORMES 
Family Apodidae: Swifts 

Chimney Swift ( Chaetura pelagica ), Regular, I-S 
White-throated Swift {Aeronautes saxatalis ), Regular, I-S 

Family Trochilidae: Hummingbirds 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird {Archilochus colubris), Regular, I-S 
Costa’s Hummingbird ( Calypte costae ), Accidental, I-P 
Calliope Hummingbird {Stellula calliope ), Casual, I-P 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus), Regular, I-P 
Rufous Hummingbird {Selasphorus rufus). Regular, I-S 

Order CORACIIFORMES 
Family Alcedinidae: Kingfishers 

Belted Kingfisher {Megaceryle alcyon ), Regular, I-S 

Order PICIFORMES 
Family Picidae: Woodpeckers 

Lewis’s Woodpecker {Melanerpes lewis). Regular, I-S 
Red-headed Woodpecker {Melanerpes erythrocephalus ), Regular, I-S 
Acorn Woodpecker {Melanerpes formicivorus ), Accidental, I-P 
Red-bellied Woodpecker {Melanerpes carolinus ), Regular, I-S 
Williamson’s Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus thyroideus ), Accidental, I-S 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus varius), Regular, I-S 
Red-naped Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus nuchalis). Casual, I-S 
Downy Woodpecker {Picoides pubescens ), Regular, I-S 
Hairy Woodpecker {Picoides villosus). Regular, I-S 
American Three-toed Woodpecker {Picoides dorsalis ), Accidental, I-S 
Northern Flicker {Colaptes auratus), Regular, I-S 
Piteated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus ), Regular, I-P 

Order PASSERIFORMES 

Family Tyrannidae: Tyrant Flycatchers 

Olive-sided Flycatcher {Contopus cooper i), Regular, I-S 
Western Wood-Pewee {Contopus sordidulus). Regular, I-S 
Eastern Wood-Pewee {Contopus virens ), Regular, I-S 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher {Empidonax flaviventris). Casual, I-S 
Acadian Flycatcher {Empidonax virescens ), Regular, I-S 
Alder Flycatcher {Empidonax alnorum), Regular, I-R 
Willow Flycatcher {Empidonax traillii), Regular, I-R 
Least Flycatcher {Empidonax minimus ), Regular, I-S 
Hammond's Flycatcher {Empidonax hammondii ), Casual, I-S 
Gray Flycatcher {Empidonax wrightii ), Accidental, III 
Dusky Flycatcher {Empidonax oberholseri ), Casual, I-P 
Cordilleran Flycatcher {Empidonax occidentalis). Regular, I-R 
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Eastern Phoebe ( Sayornis phoebe ), Regular, I-S 
Say's Phoebe {Sayornis say a), Regular, I-S 
Vermilion Flycatcher {Pyrocephalus rubinus). Accidental, I-P 
Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens ), Accidental, I-P 
Great Crested Flycatcher {Myiarchus crinitus ), Regular, I-S 
Cassin's Kingbird {Tyrannus vociferans). Regular, I-S 
Western Kingbird {Tyrannus verticalis ), Regular, I-S 
Eastern Kingbird {Tyrannus tyrannus ), Regular, I-S 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forficatus), Regular, I-P 

Family Laniidae: Shrikes 

Loggerhead Shrike {Lanius ludovicianus), Regular, I-S 
Northern Shrike {Lanius excubitor), Regular, I-S 

Family Vireonidae: Vireos 

White-eyed Vireo {Vireo griseus ), Casual, I-S 
Bell's Vireo {Vireo bellii), Regular, I-S 
Black-capped Vireo {Vireo atricapilla), Accidental, I-S 
Yellow-throated Vireo {Vireo jlavijrons ), Regular, I-S 
Plumbeous Vireo {Vireoplumbeus ), Regular, I-S 
Cassin's Vireo ( Vireo cassinii\ Regular, I-S 
Blue-headed Vireo {Vireo solitarius). Regular, I-S 
Warbling Vireo {Vireo gilvus ), Regular, I-S 
Philadelphia Vireo {Vireophiladelphicus ), Regular, I-S 
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus ), Regular, I-S 

Family Corvidae: Jays, Magpies, and Crows 

Gray Jay {Perisoreus canadensis ), Accidental, III 
Steller's Jay {Cyanocitta stelleri ), Accidental, I-S 
Blue Jay {Cyanocitta cristata). Regular, I-S 
Pinyon Jay {Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus ), Regular, I-S 
Clark's Nutcracker {Nucifraga columbiana). Regular, I-S 
Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia). Regular, I-S 
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos). Regular, I-S 
Fish Crow {Corvus ossifragus), Accidental, III 
Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus), Accidental, I-S 
Common Raven (Corvus corax). Accidental, III 

Family Alaudidae: Larks 

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Regular, I-S 

Family Hirundinidae: Swallows 

Purple Martin {Progne subis ), Regular, I-S 
Tree Swallow {Tachycineta bicolor ), Regular, I-S 
Violet-green Swallow {Tachycineta thalassina). Regular, I-S 
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow ( Stelgidopteryx serripennis ), Regular, I-S 

Bank Swallow ( Riparia riparia ), Regular, I-S 

Cliff Swallow ( Petrochelidon pyrrhonota ), Regular, I-S 

Cave Swallow {Petrochelidon fulva ), Accidental, I-P 

Barn Swallow {Hirundo rustled). Regular, I-S 

Family Paridae: Chickadees and Titmice 

Black-capped Chickadee {Poecile atricapillus ), Regular, I-S 
Mountain Chickadee {Poecile gambeli ), Casual, I-S 
Tufted Titmouse {Baeolophus bicolor ), Regular, I-S 

Family Sittidae: Nuthatches 

Red-breasted Nuthatch {Sitta canadensis ), Regular, I-S 
White-breasted Nuthatch {Sitta carolinensis ), Regular, I-S 
Pygmy Nuthatch {Sitta pygmaea ), Regular, I-S 

Family Certhiidae: Creepers 

Brown Creeper {Certhia americana). Regular, I-S 

Family Troglodytidae: Wrens 

Rock Wren {Salpinctes obsoletus ), Regular, I-S 
Canyon Wren {Catherpes mexicanus ), Accidental, I-P 
Carolina Wren {Thryothorus ludovicianus). Regular, I-S 
Bewick's Wren {Thryomanes bewickii ), Casual, I-P 
House Wren {Troglodytes aedon). Regular, I-S 
Winter Wren {Troglodytes troglodytes ), Regular, I-S 
Sedge Wren {Cistothorus platensis). Regular, I-S 
Marsh Wren {Cistothorus palustris ), Regular, I-S 

Family Cinclidae: Dippers 

American Dipper {Cinclus mexicanus ), Accidental, I-S 
Family Regulidae: Kinglets 

Golden-crowned Kinglet {Regulus satrapa ), Regular, I-S 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet {Regulus calendula). Regular, I-S 

Family Sylviidae: Gnatcatchers 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher {Polioptila caeridea). Regular, I-S 

Family Turdidae: Thrushes and Allies 

Eastern Bluebird {Sialia sialis), Regular, I-S 
Mountain Bluebird {Sialia currucoides). Regular, I-S 
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Townsend's Solitaire ( Myadestes townsendi). Regular, I-S 
Veery {Catharus fuscescens ), Regular, I-S 
Gray-cheeked Thrush {Catharus minimus ), Regular, 1-S 
Swainson's Thrush {Catharus ustuiatus). Regular, I-S 
Hermit Thrush {Catharus guttatus ), Regular, 1-S 
Wood Thrush {Hylocichla muslelina ), Regular, I-S 
American Robin {Turdus migratorius ), Regular, I-S 
Varied Thrush {Ixoreus naevius ), Casual, I-S 

Family Mimidae; Mockingbirds and Thrashers 

Gray Catbird {Dumetella carolinensis). Regular, I-S 
Northern Mockingbird {Mimus polyglottos ), Regular, I-S 
Sage Thrasher {Oreoscoptes montanus ), Regular, I-S 
Brown Thrasher {Toxostoma rufum). Regular, I-S 
Curve-billed Thrasher {Toxostoma curvirostre). Accidental, I-S 

Family Stumidae: Starlings 

European Starling {Sturnus vulgaris ), Regular, I-S 

Family Motacillidae: Pipits 

American Pipit {Anthus rubescens), Regular, I-S 
Sprague's Pipit {Anthus spragueii ), Regular, I-S 

Family Bombycillidae: Waxwings 

Bohemian Waxwing {Bombycilla garrulus). Casual, I-S 
Cedar Waxwing {Bombycilla cedrorum ), Regular, I-S 

Family Ptilogonatidae: Silky-flycatchers 

Phainopepla {Phainopepla nitens), Accidental, I-P 

Family Parulidae: Wood Warblers 

Blue-winged Warbler {Vermivorapinus ), Regular, I-S 
Golden-winged Warbler {Vermivora chrysoptera). Casual, 1-S 
Tennessee Warbler {Vermivora peregrina ), Regular, I-S 
Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata), Regular, I-S 
Nashville Warbler {Vermivora rujicapilla ), Regular, I-S 
Virginia's Warbler {Vermivora virginiae ), Casual, III 
Northern Parula {Parula americana ), Regular, 1-S 
Yellow Warbler {Dendroica petechia ), Regular, 1-S 
Chestnut-sided Warbler {Dendroicapensytvanica ), Regular, I-S 
Magnolia Warbler {Dendroica magnolia ), Regular, I-S 
Cape May Warbler {Dendroica tigrina ), Casual, I-S 
Black-throated Blue Warbler {Dendroica caerulescens), Regular, I-S 
Yellow-rum ped Warbler {Dendroica coronata ), Regular, 1-S 
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Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens ), Casual, I-P 
Black-throated Green Warbler {Dendroica virens ), Regular, 1-S 
Townsend's Warbler {Dendroica townsendi), Regular, I-S 
Hermit Warbler {Dendroica occidentalism Accidental, III 
Blackburnian Warbler {Dendroica fusca), Regular, I-S 
Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendroica dominica ), Regular, I-P 
Grace's Warbler {Dendroica graciae). Accidental, I-P 
Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus ), Casual, I-P 
Prairie Warbler {Dendroica discolor), Accidental, I-P 
Palm Warbler {Dendroica palmarum ), Regular, I-S 
Bay-breasted Warbler {Dendroica castanea), Regular, I-S 
Blackpoll Warbler {Dendroica striata ), Regular, I-S 
Cerulean Warbler {Dendroica cerulea ), Regular, I-S 
Black-and-white Warbler {Mniotilta varia ), Regular, I-S 
American Redstart {Setophaga ruticilia). Regular, I-S 
Prothonotary Warbler {Protonotaria citrea), Regular, I-S 
Worm-eating Warbler {Helmitheros vermivorum ), Casual, I-P 
Swainson's Warbler {Limnothlypis swainsonii), Accidental, I-S 
Oven bird {Seiurus aurocapilla), Regular, 1-S 
Northern Waterthrush {Seiurus noveboracensis ), Regular, I-S 
Louisiana Waterthrush {Seiurus motacilla), Regular, I-S 
Kentucky Warbler {Oporornis formosus), Regular, I-S 
Connecticut Warbler {Oporornis agilis ), Casual, I-P 
Mourning Warbler {Oporornis Philadelphia ), Regular, I-S 
MacGillivray's Warbler {Oporornis tolmiei ), Regular, I-S 
Common Yellowthroat {Geothlypis trichas ), Regular, I-S 
Hooded Warbler {Wilsonia citrina), Regular, I-S 
Wilson's Warbler {Wilsonia pusilla ), Regular, I-S 
Canada Warbler {Wilsonia canadensis ), Regular, I-S 
Yellow-breasted Chat {Icteria virens ), Regular, I-S 

Family Emberizidae: Towhees, Sparrows and Longspurs 

Green-tailed Towhee {Pipilo chlorurus ), Regular, I-S 
Spotted Towhee {Pipilo maculatus). Regular, I-S 
Eastern Towhee {Pipilo erythrophthalmus ), Regular, I-S 
Cassin's Sparrow {Aimophila cassinii ), Regular, I-P 
American Tree Sparrow {Spizella arborea ), Regular, I-S 
Chipping Sparrow {Spizella passerina ), Regular, I-S 
Clay-colored Sparrow {Spizella pallida ), Regular, I-S 
Brewer's Sparrow {Spizella breweri). Regular, I-S 
Field Sparrow {Spizella pusilla ), Regular, I-S 
Vesper Sparrow {Pooecetes gramineus), Regular, I-S 
Lark Sparrow {Chondestes grammacus), Regular, I-S 
Black-throated Sparrow {Amphispiza bilineata), Accidental, I-P 
Sage Sparrow {Amphispiza belli). Accidental, III 
Lark Bunting {Calamospiza melanocorys ), Regular, I-S 
Savannah Sparrow {Passerculus sandwichensis ), Regular, I-S 
Grasshopper Sparrow {Ammodramus savannarum ), Regular, I-S 
Baird's Sparrow {Ammodramus bairdii ), Casual, I-S 
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Henslow’s Sparrow {Ammodramus henslowii ), Regular, I-S 
Le Conte’s Sparrow {Ammodramus leconteii). Regular, 1-S 
Nelson's Sparrow {Ammodramus nelsoni), Regular, I-S 
Fox Sparrow {Passerella iliaca ), Regular, I-S 
Song Sparrow {Melospiza melodia), Regular, I-S 
Lincoln's Sparrow {Melospiza lincolnii ), Regular, I-S 
Swamp Sparrow {Melospiza georgiana). Regular, I-S 
White-throated Sparrow {Zonotrichia albicollis), Regular, I-S 
Harris's Sparrow {Zonotrichia querula ), Regular, I-S 
White-crowned Sparrow {Zonotrichia leucophrys ), Regular, I-S 
Golden-crowned Sparrow {Zonotrichia atricapilla), Accidental, I-P 
Dark-eyed Junco {Junco hyemalis), Regular, I-S 
McCown's Longspur {Calcarius mccownii). Regular, I-S 
Lapland Longspur {Calcarius lapponicus ), Regular, I-S 
Smith's Longspur {Calcarius pictus). Casual, I-S 
Chestnut-collared Longspur {Calcarius ornatus ), Regular, 1-S 
Snow Bunting {Plectrophenax nivalis ), Regular, I-S 

Family Cardinalidae: Cardinals and Allies 

Hepatic Tanager {Piranga flava), Accidental, I-P 
Summer Tanager {Piranga rubra). Regular, I-S 
Scarlet Tanager {Piranga olivacea), Regular, I-S 
Western Tanager {Piranga ludoviciana ), Regular, I-S 
Northern Cardinal {Cardinalis cardinalis ), Regular, I-S 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak {Pheucticus ludovicianus ), Regular, I-S 
Black-headed Grosbeak {Pheucticus melanocephalus), Regular, I-S 
Blue Grosbeak {Passerina caerulea). Regular, I-S 
Lazuli Bunting {Passerina amoena ), Regular, I-S 
Indigo Bunting {Passerina cyanea ), Regular, I-S 
Painted Bunting {Passerina ciris ), Accidental, I-S 
Dickcissel {Spiza americana ), Regular, I-S 

Family Icteridae: Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles, and Allies 

Bobolink {Dolichonyx oryzivorus ), Regular, I-S 

Red-winged Blackbird {Agelaius phoeniceus ), Regular, I-S 

Eastern Meadowlark {Sturnella magna ), Regular, I-S 

Western Meadowlark {Sturnella neglecta ), Regular, I-S 

Yellow-headed Blackbird {Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus ), Regular, I-S 

Rusty Blackbird ( Euphagus carolinus). Regular, I-S 

Brewer's Blackbird {Euphagus cyanocephalus ), Regular, 1-S 

Common Grackle {Quiscalus quiscula), Regular, I-S 

Great-tailed Grackle {Quiscalus mexicanus). Regular, I-S 

Brown-headed Cowbird {Molothrus ater). Regular, I-S 

Orchard Oriole {Icterus spurius ), Regular, I-S 

Bullock's Oriole {Icterus bullockii). Regular, I-S 

Baltimore Oriole {Icterus galhula ), Regular, I-S 

Scott's Oriole {Icterus parisorum ), Accidental, III 
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Family Fringillidae: Finches 

Brambling (FringiUa montifringilla), Accidental, 1-P 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch ( Leucosticte tephrocotis ), Regular, 1-S 

Black Rosy-Finch ( Leucosticte atrata), Accidental, I-P 

Pine Grosbeak {Pinicola enucleator), Accidental, I-S 

Purple Finch ( Carpodacus purpureus ), Regular, 1-S 

Cassin's Finch {Carpodacus cassinii ), Casual, 1-S 

House Finch ( Carpodacus mexicanus), Regular, 1-S 

Red Crossbill ( Loxia curvirostra). Regular, I-S 

White-winged Crossbill ( Loxia leucoptera ), Casual, I-S 

Common Redpoll (A cant his flammea). Regular, I-S 

Hoary Redpoll {Acanthis hornemanni). Accidental, I-P 

Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus ), Regular, I-S 

Lesser Goldfinch ( Spinus psaltria ), Casual, I-P 

American Goldfinch ( Spinus tristis ), Regular, I-S 

Evening Grosbeak {Coccothraustes vespertinus\ Casual, I-S 

Family Passeridae: Old World Sparrows 

House Sparrow {Passer domesticus ), Regular, I-S 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow {Passer montanus ), Accidental, I-P 


ACCIDENTAL AND CASUAL SPECIES FOR WHICH THE 
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION RECORDS 
COMMITTEE SEEKS DOCUMENTATION 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 
Taiga Bean-Goose 
Emperor Goose 
Brant 

Eurasian Wigeon 
American Black Duck 
Mottled Duck 
Garganey 
Tufted Duck 
King Eider 
Common Eider 
Harlequin Duck 
Greater Sage-Grouse 
Red-throated Loon 
Yellow-billed Loon 
Brown Pelican 
Neotropic Cormorant 


Anhinga 

Frigatebird species 
Tricolored Heron 
Reddish Egret 
White Ibis 
Glossy Ibis 
Roseate Spoonbill 
Wood Stork 
Black Vulture 
White-tailed Kite 
Harris’s Hawk 
Zone-tailed Hawk 
Gyrfalcon 
Yellow Rail 
Black Rail 
Clapper Rail 
King Rail 
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ACCIDENTAL SPECIES, continued 


Purple Gallinule 
Common Moorhen 
Common Crane 
Red Knot 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Red Phalarope 
Black-legged Kittiwake 
Black-headed Gull 
Little Gull 
Ross’s Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Mew Gull 

Glaucous-winged Gull 
Arctic Tern 
Royal Tern 
Pomarine Jaeger 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long-tailed Jaeger 
Ancient Murrelet 
Band-tailed Pigeon 
Inca Dove 

Common Ground-Dove 

Groove-billed Ani 

Northern Hawk Owl 

Great Gray Owl 

Boreal Owl 

Costa's Hummingbird 

Calliope Hummingbird 

Acorn Woodpecker 

Williamson’s Sapsucker 

Red-naped Sapsucker 

American Three-toed Woodpecker 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

Hammond’s Flycatcher 

Gray Flycatcher 

Dusky Flycatcher 

Vermilion Flycatcher 

Ash-throated Flycatcher 

White-eyed Vireo 

Black-capped Vireo 

Gray Jay 

Steller’s Jay 

Chihuahuan Raven 

Common Raven 

Cave Swallow 


Mountain Chickadee 
Canyon Wren 
Bewick’s Wren 
American Dipper 
Varied Thrush 
Curve-billed Thrasher 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Phainopepla 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Virginia’s Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-throated Gray Warbler 
Hermit Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Grace’s Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Swainson’s Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
Hepatic Tanager 
Black-throated Sparrow 
Sage Sparrow 
Baird’s Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
Smith’s Longspur 
Painted Bunting 
Scott’s Oriole 
Brambling 
Black Rosy-Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
Cassin’s Finch 
White-winged Crossbill 
Hoary Redpoll 
Lesser Goldfinch 
Evening Grosbeak 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 


*** Send all documentations and 
comments to: 

Mark A. Brogie 
NOURC Chairperson 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 
mbrogie@esu 1 .org 
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Editorial Staff Change 


When I took on the job of editor of the The Nebraska Bird Review, it was 
obvious right away that I could use some help. Steve Dinsmore had been assisting 
our previous editor, Bill Clemente, for two years, and he graciously agreed to 
continue. Now, seven years later, Steve is bowing out. His other responsibilities 
include being an associate professor in the Department of Natural Resource Ecology 
and Management Iowa State University, where he supervises the work of five 
graduate students, continuing his own research on Mountain Plovers, leading the 
Iowa Ornithologists' Union as their president, editing Iowa Bird Life , and having a 
new baby at home. It was hard to argue against his assertion that he no longer has 
time to assist with the NBR. 

Steve read every manuscript we published. His comments and constructive 
criticism were of great value to me and made the NBR a much better journal than it 
would have been without his input. His credentials (B.S., Fisheries and Wildlife 
Biology from Iowa State University; M.S., Zoology [Minor in Statistics! from 
North Carolina State University; Ph.D., Fishery and Wildlife Biology from 
Colorado State University) attest to his experience and abilities. 



Stephen J. Dinsmore on Horn Island, MS, 2004. Photo by Don McKee. 
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After seven 
years of working 
with Steve, I'm a 
better editor but I can 
still benefit from a 
real biologist 
looking over my 
shoulder. I am 
pleased to announce 
that with this issue, 

Joe Gubanyi is the 
new technical editor 
of the NBR. Joe is a 
professor of biology 
in the Natural 
Science Department 
at Concordia 
University in 
Seward. He has a 
B.S. Ed. from 
Concordia, an M.S. 
and a Ph.D in 
Wildlife Ecology 
from the University 
of Nebraska at 
Lincoln. He has 
taught biology, 
genetics, ecology, 
vertebrate zoology, 
and ornithology and 
has led study tours 
to Belize and Costa 
Rica. He is the 
compiler of the 
Branched Oak- 
Seward Christmas 
Bird Count and Joe Gubanyi at Volcan Arenal, Costa Rica, 2005. 

participates in both 

the North American Breeding Bird Survey and the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project. He lives in Seward, where he and his wife Heidi have raised 4 children. He 
studied Barn Owls in Lincoln County for his M.S. and the effect of high deer 
populations on bird communities for his Ph.D. He loves helping students pursue 
opportunities in ornithology and field biology. As an active Nebraska birder and a 
member of the NOU Records Committee, Joe has the knowledge and experience to 
be an asset to the editorial staff of the NBR. I look forward to working with him. 


-Editor 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2009 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This was probably the most “normal” fall season in a while, as measured by 
the small number of late departure dates among summer residents and migrants, 
early arrival dates among winter residents and migrants, high counts, and rarities. In 
other words, very little of significance happened. Indeed, in order to provide a spark, 
I’ll even mention three exotics that were reported: a Swan Goose at Fremont 26 
November (JRo), a Common Peafowl in Dodge Co 5 August (JWe), and a White¬ 
faced Cockatiel caught in a Dixon Co yard 24 August (JJ). None is likely to be a 
threat to our native birds; however, we are keeping an eye on the Mute Swan 
situation in Omaha. Other items worthy of mention are the apparent abandonment of 
the only known Nebraska Red-shouldered Hawk nest (with 2 chicks), the abundance 
of gallinaceous birds in the Broken Bow area, moorhens breeding in the eastern 
Rainwater Basin, a record early adult Glaucous Gull, easterly Common Poorwills, 
the continuing Fish Crow, Pygmy Nuthatch in Lincoln (again!), and Nebraska’s 
third Canyon Wren. 

I appreciate the information posted on NEBirds, which I collect for this 
report, as well as information on sightings sent to me at the end of each season by 
local or visiting birders. The latter yield much information not posted to NEBirds, 
but which, in the context of all of the data, turns out to be significant. I also use 
data from eBIRD, some of which is reported there as well as on NEBirds. So I don’t 
think we miss too much of what is going on. I’m always happy to receive new 
information, sightings you may have that would have added to the report (if you had 
sent them in!), and, of course, corrections. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 
m. ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
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NM: National Monument 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 

NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown/Cherry/Keya Paha Cos 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 

and Thayer Cos 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 

Chadron SP: Dawes Co 

Johnson L: SRA, Gosper/Dawson Cos 

Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 

Schilling Refuge: Plattsmouth, Cass Co 

Wehrspann L: Chaleo Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy Co 


OBSERVERS 

AA: Andrew Albright, Omaha 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: Alan Reyer, Bellevue 

BF: Bill Fink, Denver, CO 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CR: Carolyn Rieke, Lincoln 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DK: Dan Klammer, Hastings 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EBr: Ed Brogie, Laurel 

ED: Erika Dittmar, Grand Rapids, MI 

ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 

G&BC: George & Bev Canterbury, Papillion 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
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HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: Janies E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JF: Joe Freeborn, Madison 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Ceresco 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRe: Julie Remp, Las Vegas, NV 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JRo: Jim Rowoth, Stockton, CA 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JV: Joseph Verica, State College, PA 

JW: Jackie Weller, Red Feather Lakes, CO 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, 1A 

KK: Ken Kranik, Sterling, CO 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City 

LHa: Luke Hamilton, Lewellen 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LS: Larry Snyder, Kimball 

M&BH: Mark & Barbara Hoffman, Philadelphia, PA 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MCv: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 

ML: Meiyll Lynch, Boone, NC 

MU: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside 

PAJ: Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 

PZ: Penny Zahurones, Omaha 

RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RR: Roy Reinarz, Lago Vista, TX 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff 

RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

S&RW: Susan & Ron Whitney, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
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TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WJP: Willard J. Piercy, Council Bluffs, IA 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Two different waterfowl breeders in n. Hall Co had 
5 and 2 Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks on top of their duck pens in Jun (MB); 
these may have been wild birds, suggesting an origin for at least some of the 
19 birds (2 adults and 17 immatures) at a Holdrege park 24 Oct (TH). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One that summered at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/ 
Saunders Cos, a rare occurrence, remained into the fall period (LE, SQ). Best 
count was an excellent 1500 in Richardson Co 15 Oct (JRo). 

Snow Goose: Earliest returnees were 250 over ICSP 17 Oct (SQ, LF). A summering 
flock at HCR was interesting in that most were “Blue” Geese, suggestive of 
eastern origin; generally migrants at HCR are white (G&WH). 

Ross’s Goose: One that summered in Hall Co with 5 Snows and lingered into fall 
(JGJ) was only the 2nd summer record for the state. 

Cackling Goose: Routine reports. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Mute Swan: Two unmarked adults continued at Wehrspann L (JSt, m. ob.), likely 
the two that appeared there as juveniles in Nov 2008. Currently this species is 
not established in Nebraska, and so breeding by these birds could indicate an 
incipient natural population. 

Trumpeter Swan: The family group of 4 that resulted from breeding on a small 
pond on the Custer/Buffalo Co line remained at the site through at least 20 
Oct (TH, KS). 

Tundra Swan: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant. 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Wigeon: The only report of this rare migrant was of 2 at Bridgeport 11 
Oct (LHa, no details); there are only 3 documented fall records. 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported; these birds become inconspicuous in late 
summer as males enter eclipse, and all birds depart by mid-Sep. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Greater Scaup: Only 7 were reported, 18-21 Nov (JGJ,KS,L&BP). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 
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Surf Scoter: The only report was from BOL, where 9, including an adult male, were 
found 7 Nov (DL,JGJ,PD); 1-2 remained through 18 Nov (PR,LE), the last a 
female/immature (JGJ). 

White-winged Scoter: There were 4 reports of 3-5 birds, a good showing: 2 were at 
BOL 31 Oct (JC,SS), one was about 5 mi. w. of GPD 11 Nov (MB), and 
possibly the same bird was at GPD 14 and 22 Nov (MB,DH). 

Black Scoter: The 2 reports were from Lancaster Co: 2 at Capitol Beach L 22 Nov 
(JGJ) and one at BOL 27 and 30 Nov (LE). 

Long-tailed Duck: The only report was of one at BOL 8 Nov (PR). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Hooded Merganser: Routine reports. 

Common Merganser: The 6 at the NVP 22 Sep (ML) were rather early; migrants 
usually appear in early Oct. 

Red-breasted Merganser: The 58 at BOL 8 Nov (LE) was an excellent count; high 
for fall is 137. 

Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 

Gray Partridge: None were reported; the few reports in recent years are from ne. 
Nebraska. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Good numbers coexist with Greater Prairie-Chickens in 
Custer Co; 22 were near 23 chickens near Broken Bow 18 Sep (TH). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Excellent numbers were found near Broken Bow: a flock 
of 110 was seen 30 Oct (TH). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Apparently a great area for gallinaceous birds, the Broken Bow 
area had 25 bobwhites 18 Sep (TH). Northwesterly, where uncommon, was 
one at the Niobrara River s. of Merriman on 28 Sep (WF). 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 14th documented fall record was one at BOL 21 Nov 
(JGJ, LE), also a rather late date. 

Pacific Loon: The first for a while, and a good showing for this regular but rare fall 
migrant, were 1-2 at BOL 24 Oct (JGJ) through 22 Nov (L&BP, m. ob.); 2 
were there 13-15 Nov (LE). Another was at GPD 29 Nov (MB). 

Common Loon: As might be expected from the presence of the rarer loon species, 
Commons occurred in good numbers, with 8 at BOL 7 Nov (JGJ) and 5-6 
there 7 Nov (DL,PD). Dates ranged from 17 Oct at GPD (MB) through 22 
Nov at BOL (L&BP, m. ob.); at least 13 different birds were reported. 

Yellow-billed Loon: A report of one in Rock Co 29 Nov (fide MB) was referred to 
the NOURC. If accepted, this would be the 4th state record, all in fall. 

Pied-billed Grebe: The 218 in Lancaster Co 9 Oct (LE) was a good count; fall 
highs are over 700. 

Horned Grebe: Best count was a mediocre 18 in Lancaster Co 31 Oct (LE). 

Red-necked Grebe: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant. 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: The 6000 estimated from the dam at LM 27 Oct (PD) was a good 
count for the date. High counts (30,000+) are in late Sep. There were several 
easterly reports of 1-3 birds 8 Nov (LE) through 28 Nov (PD, m. ob.). 

Clark’s Grebe: Rare eastward, with only 5 previous reports, one was in Hall Co 26 
Oct (JGJ). Three others were reported from Johnson L westward 27 Sep-27 Oct 
(DH,PD). 
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American White Pelican: Best count was a moderate 800 at HCR 13 Sep 
(G&WH). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Best count was a moderate 800 at PSP 28 Sep 
(L&BP). 

American Bittern: A total of 7 was reported, including a surprising 5 at NLB 25 
Aug (JC,SS), presumably rather early migrants. Elsewhere, singles were in 
Adams Co 19 Oct (PD,BF) and Stanton Co 26 Oct (WF). 

Least Bittern: The only report was of one at a ‘"traditional location” in n. Knox Co 
7 Aug (MB). The Niobrara Marshes host a small population each summer. 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 

Great Egret: Large numbers were at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 24 Aug, with 50- 
100 estimated (KS); peak count at HCR was a moderate 32 on 19 Sep 
(G&WH), and 29 were at NLB 25 Aug (JC,SS). One at Wehrspann L I Nov 
(JWH) was rather late. 

Snowy Egret: The 5th latest on record was near North Platte 22 Oct (TJW). Few 
others were reported, about 8 from 7 Aug (LE) through 27 Sep (TEL, m. ob.). 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported; this is an uncommon species in fall. 

Cattle Egret: Best count was only 24, in Cherry Co 25 Sep (WF); about 48 were 
reported in all (m. ob.). 

Green Heron: One lingered rather late at Wehrspann L 24 Nov (J WH). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of one at NLB 7 Aug (LE). 

White-faced Ibis: Routine reports. 

Turkey Vulture: Best counts were at roosts: 65 at Alma 12 Sep (G&WH) and 50- 
60 at Ogallala 9 Sep (JO). 

Osprey: One was rather early at FF 14 Aug (L&BP, RB), while another lingered at 
BOL rather late 15 Nov (LE); last dates are around 20 Nov. 

Mississippi Kite: The 2 at Ogallala 10 Aug (JGJ, JLL) were expected at that 
breeding location; no others were reported. 

Bald Eagle: Routine reports. 

Northern Harrier: The 13 in Colfax Co 23 Oct (D&JP) was a good count. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The nest site in Lancaster Co appears to have been 
deserted, as no birds were present after 25 Jun, when 2 adults and 2 chicks 
were seen (LE). No other nesting activity was reported. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Breeding probably occurs in the se., although an adult at FF 
19 Aug an immature there 30 Aug (L&BP) may all have been migrants. Best 
count of migrants was a somewhat westerly kettle of 19 over Thomas Co 25 
Sep (KDy). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Two juveniles in Dixon Co 2 Aug (JJ), one of which was dark, 
were suggestive of local breeding. There are no records of dark morphs 
breeding in Nebraska; most breed in the w. parts of the range (Wheeler: 
Raptors of Western North America). 

Red-tailed Hawk: The 2nd-earliest on record (Harlan’s) Red-tailed Hawk was in 
Sarpy Co 4 Oct (CNK). An excellent 2.5 hour hawkwatch tally from West 
Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 23 Oct was 208, including 5 Harlan’s Red-tails 
(CNK). 
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Ferruginous Hawk: Easterly was one in Knox Co 15 Nov (MB), only the 2nd 
county record for this veteran observer. 

Rough-legged Hawk: One in Keya Paha Co 27 Sep (PAJ) was rather early; earliest 
dates are in mid-Sep. 

Golden Cagle: More than the usual eastward movement was indicated by one in 
Keya Paha Co 26 Sep (WF,BFH,KD,TH), and, surprisingly, an immature in 
Saunders Co 31 Oct (CNK). 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: Both long-distance migrant Falco columbarius columbarius and short- 
distance migrant and winter visitor F. c . richardsonii were reported: A single 
F. c. columbarius was in Buffalo Co 11 Nov (TH), a female F. c. richardsonii 
was in Brown Co 25 Sep (BFH), and 2 of the latter were in Knox Co 22 Nov 
(MB, DH). Merlins appear in Aug; one was at Alma 25 Aug (G&WH). 

Prairie Falcon: One in Clay Co 29 Aug (D&JP) was rather early for an easterly 
location, although movement away from breeding sites can occur very early in 
the summer. Another was near Broken Bow 30 Oct (TH), about as far east as 
this species commonly ventures in fall and winter. 

Peregrine Falcon: Routine reports. 

Yellow Rail: While a little earlier than most of the few confirmed records for the 
state, a clicking sound heard at Nathan’s L, Washington Co, 7 Sep (JED) may 
well have been this species. 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: One at Holmes L, Lincoln 23, Oct (LE) was rather late; there are only about 8 
later records. 

Common Moorhen: The exciting discovery of breeding moorhens at NLB was 
followed up by reports of up to 10 chicks with the adults through 9 Aug 
(JGJ,JC,SS); there were no subsequent reports. This is about the 10th report of 
breeding, the last about 10 years ago. 

American Coot: An amazing tally of 17,359 in Lancaster Co 24 Oct, including 
16,000 which must have blackened Capitol Beach L (LE), was about 10 times 
the previous fall high count. There were 8000 there a week prior (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: As expected, high count was in mid-Oct: 600-700 flew over Sioux 
Co 14 Oct (TJW). One at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 31 Aug (WF) 
probably summered there. 

Whooping Crane: The official summary of confirmed reports for Nebraska this fall 
shows a total of about 43 birds, including 2 juveniles, touched down in 
Nebraska 14 Oct-7 Nov (fide JLL, JGJ); best counts were 7 in Keya 
Paha/Brown Cos 23 Oct and 7, including a juvenile, in Hall Co 5-7 Nov. 

Black-bellied Plover: The only reports were of adults, generally scarce in fall. One 
was at Schilling Refuge 8 Aug (WRS, KDy) and 2 were in se. Blaine Co 29 
Sep (TJW). 

American Golden-Plover: Unusual in Aug, and only the 16th such record, one was 
at NLB 30 Aug and 7 Sep (JGJ,JC,SS). Most reports are of juveniles in Sep- 
Oct. 

Semi pa limited Plover: One in Knox Co 4 Oct (MB) was the observer’s latest there. 
Latest dates for the state are around 20 Oct. 

Piping Plover: Routine reports. 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 

Mountain Plover: More information on fall migration and flocking has been 
reported recently; a flock of 42 landed in a wheat field being planted in 
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Kimball Co 30 Aug (LS) and 40 were seen in Kimball Co 23 Sep (fide LS). 
There are now 4 reports of flocks of 28-78 birds 30 Aug-23 Sep. 

Black-necked Stilt: The only report was of a record late (by 23 days) apparent 
immature in Lincoln Co 19 Oct (TJW); there are only 7 Sep records and no 
others for Oct. 

American Avocet: The 500 at one lake in Sheridan Co 6 Sep (MB, DH) was an 
excellent (though not record) count; best counts are over 600. “Hundreds” were 
also at a Sheridan Co lake, possibly the same one, 25 Sep (AK). Easterly were 
rather early singles at NLB 1 Aug (JGJ) and in Lancaster Co 3 Aug (ET), and 
1-5 at BOL 29 Oct-14 Nov (LE,DL). The latter date (5 birds) is 3rd latest on 
record. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: A good tally at a rather early date was the 14 in Lancaster Co 
lAug(LE). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Willet: Routine reports. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: Flightless but nearly full-grown young in Dodge Co 2 Aug 
(D&JP) would have to hurry to make their scheduled late Aug departure date; 
one in Dixon Co 12 Sep (JJ) was tardy. There are fewer than 20 Oct records. 

Long-billed Curlew: One in Dawes Co 7 Sep (KDy) was rather late; this is only 
the 7th report for Sep, with last dates mid-Sep. 

Marbled God wit: Two were easterly in the e. RWB 9-10 Aug (JGJ,JLL); this is 
only the 26th report east of Keith Co. 

Ruddy Turnstone: The only report was of a single at Schilling Refuge 8 Aug 
(WRS, KDy), only the 23rd fall record for the state. 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Western Sandpiper: There were more reports than usual of this often-overlooked 
species, which is more common in fall than in spring. The 6 reports of about 
20 birds were from 30 Aug (JGJ) through 3 Oct (TEL, m. ob.). Juveniles 
migrate rather early; 3 were at NLB 30 Aug (JGJ). 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Dunlin: None were reported; this is a regular migrant, very rare before mid-Sep. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The usual Aug passage was noted, with best count only 
17, in Dodge Co It Aug (MB). Last was one in somewhat westerly in 
Dawson Co 7 Sep (MB, DSt). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Most often reported in Aug in fall, there were 4 reports of 
7 birds 3 Aug (MCv) through 25 Aug (LE). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: One in Lancaster Co 13 Aug (LE) was likely an early migrant, but 
breeding has occurred there in the past. A good count was 23 in Dawson Co 7 
Sep (MB, DSt). 

American Woodcock: None were reported; fall reports are Aug-Oct. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Routine reports. 
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Red Phalarope: One photographed at BOL 7 Nov (PD) was only the 13th fall 
record, and latest by 23 days. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: None were reported; 1-2 are usually found in Nov. 

Sabine’s Gull: The only reports of this regular large-reservoir migrant were from 
GPD; 3 juveniles (the expected age class) were there 4 Oct (MB) and another 
17 Oct (MB), the latter a rather late date. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Routine reports. 

Franklin’s Gull: Best count was a moderate 9300 at Johnson L 27 Oct (PD). The 
12 in Lancaster Co 21 Nov (JGJ) were tardy; there are a few winter records. 

Ring-billed Gull: Excellent fall counts were the 5125 at BOL 29 Oct (LE), 4th 
highest on record, and 5000 estimated at LO both 24 Oct (JGJ) and 28 Oct 
(PD). 

California Gull: None were reported; this is a regular species at LM. 

Herring Gull: One in Pierce Co 25 Sep (LE) was rather early. 

Thayer’s Gull: Usually late to appear in fall, the only report was of a first-winter 
bird about on time at HCR 18 Nov (KS). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were 2 reports of this now-regular migrant, 
probably of the same bird: adults were reported at LO 24 Oct (JGJ) and 27 Oct 
(PD). 

Glaucous Gull: A surprise was an adult at LO 16 Oct (TJW); this is the earliest fall 
date on record, and might indicate a similar situation to Thayer’s Gull, where 
adults are often among the earliest records in fall. Such birds are probably 
failed breeders; successful breeders and juveniles would be expected to arrive 
later. 

Least Tern: Very late for eggs under incubation, a nest with 2 eggs was found at 
Two Rivers SP, Douglas Co, 2 Aug (JLL). Best count was an excellent 24, 
including 8 juveniles, at Schilling Refuge 8 Aug (WRS,KDy). 

Caspian Tern: Reports were of 1-6 at BOL 3 Aug-4 Sep, with 6 on 28 Aug (LE), 
and one at the NVP 22 Sep (ML). 

Black Tern: Last was one rather late in Cherry Co 27 Sep (KDy). 

Common Tern: None were reported; this is an uncommon migrant. 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Routine reports. 

White-winged Dove: Interestingly, all 3 reports received involved pairs. One pair 
was in a Hastings yard where one bird appeared 23 Jun, 2 on 10 Aug, and 4 in 
Aug and Sep (DK,PD), highly suggestive of breeding. Two were found in 
Kearney 2 Aug and relocated 23 Aug (WF), and another pair was at Swanson 
Res, Hitchcock Co, 20 Aug (WF), but no breeding evidence was noted for 
either pair. 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The 4 reports, more than usual, were of singles in Gage Co 1 
Aug (RR), Lancaster Co 4 Aug (JC,SS) and 10 Aug (LE), and Scotts Bluff 
Co 23 Aug (KD). 

Barn Owl: One roosting near the observer’s North Platte office 26 Oct (TJW) was 
rather late, although there are about 20 records Nov-Feb. Most depart by mid- 
Oct. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 
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Burrowing Owl: Routine reports. 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: The only report was of one at BOL 30 Nov (JC,SS), presumably 
a winter visitor. 

Short-eared Owl: Only 2 were reported, singles in Sheridan Co 28 Sep (WF) and 
near Brady 30 Oct (TJW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The 3 reports involved calling birds: one in Omaha 16 
Sep (JR), another at PSP 19-20 Sep (MB,EBr), and a third at Chadron SP 2 
Oct (RE), where the species is known to breed. There is only one other Sep 
report for Nebraska, that at FF 29 Sep 1972. The significance of these putative 
Sep reports is unclear; there are various night sounds that can closely resemble 
the calls of a Saw-whet Owl. It is unlikely that breeding would occur at the 
reported locations, especially Omaha, but migrants and presumably winter 
residents do not appear in Nebraska and neighboring states until Oct; neither 
Iowa (where this species has been extensively netted and banded in fall) nor 
Missouri have any Sep records. 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. Last was rather late 18 Oct in Nebraska City 
(SQ). 

Common Poorwill: There were several reports, more than usual for this nightjar in 
fall. Interestingly, 2 of the 3 reports were easterly: one was in Franklin Co 4 
Sep (MB, DSt), and the other was studied closely in snow (!) near Stromsburg 
23 Oct (D&JP). The other report was as expected, 3 birds at Chadron SP 6 
Sep (KDy). 

Whip-poor-will: Rarely reported in fall, one at PSP 20 Sep (MB) was the 3rd latest 
on record by 12 days. 

Chimney Swift: An excellent Omaha count was the 475 flying into a single Omaha 
chimney 21 Sep (JED; http://wildbirdsbroadcasting.blogspot.com). Last were 
7 in Omaha 27 Oct (JR), 2nd-latest on record by 6 days. One at North Platte 
SL 29 Sep (TJW) was rather late that far west; last date for the Panhandle is 2 
Oct. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Earliest reports were westerly: a female 14-15 Aug 
in Ogallala (JO, photo) and another female 6 Sep in Scotts Bluff Co (KD). In 
the east, first migrant was in Lincoln 7 Sep (MU) and last two were rather late 
in Lincoln 9 Oct (S&RW) and Dodge Co 10 Oct (D&JP). Last overall, 
however, was a lingerer in Scotts Bluff Co 3-18 Oct, including a couple of 
nights below freezing (KD). This is the 2nd-latest on record, and latest for the 
Panhandle. 

Calliope Hummingbird: The only reports were of one s. of Gering 13 and 17 Aug 
(AK) and a juvenile near Mitchell 23 Aug (KD). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: A normal fall for this species with 5 sightings of at 
least 5 birds: one was s. of Gering 8 and 17 Aug (AK), a female was near 
Mitchell 10 Aug (KD), 2 were near Mitchell 16-23 Aug (KD), and 2 
females/juveniles were there 30 Aug-7 Sep (KD). 

Rufous Hummingbird: Reports were few, possibly because flowers were plentiful 
(KD). Singles were noted near Mitchell 12 Jul (male) and 16-21 Aug (KD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: None were reported; this species may no longer be regular in 
the Panhandle. 
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Female Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Ogallala. 14-15 Aug 2009. Photo by Jim Ochsner. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A juvenile in Dixon Co 4 Nov (JJ) was rather late for ne 
Nebraska. 

Red-bel!ied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Routine reports. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: The only report was of one banded at WHNC 20 Sep (JRe); 
this is the 9th documented fall report, 8 of these in the Panhandle 13-27 Sep. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were of 1-2 at FF through the period (m. ob.). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Western Wood-Pewee: One at Valentine NWR. Cherry Co, 23 Sep (M&BH) was 
rather late; last dates are at the end of Sep. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at FF 19 Oct (L&BP, photo) was 2nd-latest on record. 
Adults with 2 fledglings were at Nebraska City 6 Sep (JR), a rather late brood. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only report was of a calling bird at WP 12 Sep 
(WRS). 

Alder Flycatcher: The only report was of a calling bird at Nebraska City 6 Sep 
(JR). 

Willow Flycatcher: Rather late were 2 at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 18 Sep (GR) and 
one at FF 19 Sep (JR). 

Least Flycatcher: Rather late were one banded at WHNC 20 Sep (JRe) and another 
at FF 23 Sep (JR). 

Hammond's Flycatcher: No reports; this is a rare migrant in the Panhandle. 

Dusky Flycatcher: None were reported; this is a rare migrant in the Panhandle. 
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report was of a migrant banded at Chadron SP 10 
Sep (ED). 

Eastern Phoebe: Singles in Lancaster Co (LE) and at Wehrspann L (JWH) on 24 
Oct were rather late; most leave by late Oct. 

Say’s Phoebe: One at BOL 9 Oct (LE) was easterly, and the 4th-latest on record. 
Most have gone by Oct. There are only about 15 eastern reports, mostly from 
Polk Co. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Numbers continue to increase in Scotts Bluff Co (AK); 
this species is now found more or less statewide in woodland, but is least 
common in the s. Panhandle and w. Sandhills. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Best count was 31 s. of Redington 17 Aug (JGJ); highest 
counts are in the 40+ range. 

Western Kingbird: One in Box Butte Co 2 Oct (WF) was 4th-latest on record for 
the west, while one in Otoe Co 21 Oct (SQ, LF, details) was the latest on 
record for the state by 9 days. 

Eastern Kingbird: Adults were feeding fledglings in Keya Paha Co 2 Aug (BFH) 
and at Fairmont 4 Aug (JRi). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: A pair of adults with a “mobile” juvenile in Knox Co 8 
Aug probably nested in the area (MB); this is the 16th and farthest north 
nesting record for the state. 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

Bell’s Vireo: Two in Dodge Co 5 Oct (GR) were rather late; most are gone by Oct. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Last were 2 tardy birds at FF 23 Sep (JR); late dates are in 
late Sep. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Routine reports. 

Cassin’s Vireo: The only report was of one banded at Chadron SP 9 Sep (ED, 
photo). 

Blue-headed Vireo: This was another good fall after last year, with about 27 
reported. Unexpected were 2 in the Panhandle, only the 7th and 8th reports, 5 
of which are documented, including both this fall: one at WSR 29 Aug (HKH, 
details) and another banded at Chadron SP 9 Sep (AF). 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Only 2 were reported, singles at Nebraska City 17 Sep (SQ) 
and in Lancaster Co 29 Sep (RSt). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species can be elusive. 

Black-billed Magpie: Easterly were 4 in Madison Co 28 Sep (LE). 

American Crow: Peak migration is Oct-Nov; 500+ were counted in a 2.5 hour hawk 
watch at West Lawn Cem, Omaha, 23 Oct (CNK). 

Fish Crow: A bird found in the summer (JGJ) was relocated along the Platte River 
near Schilling Refuge 8 Aug; the characteristic nasal calls were heard as it 
chased 2 noticeably larger American Crows (WRS, KDy). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: Again this fall huge numbers congregated at roosts in Omaha; peak 
estimate was 40,000 on 28 Aug (JR, JED; last year’s peak was 35,000 on 2 
Sep). About 20,000 were present by 15 Aug and the last 5 were seen at the 
location 14 Sep (JR, JED). “Thousands” were in dead trees at Walnut Creek L, 
Sarpy Co, 21 Aug (EB). Rather late were 8 in Dodge Co 25 Sep (GR). 
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Tree Swallow: The 602 at BOL 1 Sept (LE) was 2nd best count on record for fall; 
best is 750. 

Violet-green Swallow: Prior to this fall the only Sep report was 5 Sep 1973 in 
Sioux Co. However, this fall there were two more: 3 on 7 Sep at Chadron SP 
(KDy) and one in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Sep (AK). There are no later dates. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Bellevue 19 Oct (L&BP) was the 6th- 
latest on record and another in Otoe Co 17 Oct (SQ) was 8th latest. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were about normal; earliest arrival was one in a 
Fairmont yard 1-4 Aug (JRi), rather early. Arrival dates are around 10 Aug, 
and there are only two late Jul dates where summering did not occur. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Sightings in summer in Scotts Bluff Co and the 
Wildcat Hills are rare and apparently all of the eastern subspecies, suggesting 
spread in very low numbers westward in the Platte Valley. Whether 3 banded 
at Chadron SP 9 Sep (AF) were local breeders or early migrants was 
undetermined; measurements were insufficient to determine subspecies, but all 
were males, one adult and the other two immatures. There are a few other early 
Sep records of migrants away from known breeding areas. Less unusual were 2 
of the western subspecies in Dawes Co 15 Oct (TJW); it breeds in the Pine 
Ridge. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Following last fall’s surprising appearance of one at Pioneers 
Park in Lincoln and this spring’s sighting at Holmes Lake in Lincoln, 
presumably the same disoriented bird showed up again at Holmes Lake 16-23 
Oct (LE). This species almost never strays from Ponderosa Pines, but of only 
6 such records, 4 are from Lincoln: the 3 above, and the other of up to 4 birds 
which were present in pine and pin oak woodland 13 Dec 1961-3 Feb 1962. A 
good tally was 16 at Chadron SP 6 Sep (KDy), where it breeds. 

Brown Creeper: Routine reports. 

Rock Wren: Routine reports. 

Canyon Wren: A belated report of one in Cheyenne Co 6-7 Oct 2007 (KK) was 
accepted by the NOURC; this is only the 3rd Nebraska record. 

Carolina Wren: Far-flung reports continued this fall, when birds tend to disperse: 
most adventurous were singles in Chase Co 18 Aug (WF) and atNVP 22 Sep 
(ML). 

House Wren: Last, and rather late, was one in Omaha 23 Oct (JR). 

Winter Wren: Rather early were singles in Dixon Co 12 Sep (JJ) and at Bellevue 
15 Sep (ARy). One in Madison Co 7 Nov (WF) was tardy that far north. 

Sedge Wren: Last were rather late singles at Wehrspann L 24 Oct (JWH) and at FF 
25 Oct (L&BP). 

Marsh Wren: Reports in Aug from the e. RWB may be of late local breeders or 
early migrants; 2-6 were there 1-4 Aug (JGJ,JC,SS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One in Dodge Co 3 Oct (GR) was latest on record by 4 
days. As has become the norm, there were multiple Panhandle reports, north to 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 7 Sep (KDy). 
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Eastern Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Routine reports. 

Veery: The only reports of this rare migrant in fall were of singles in Lincoln 27 
Aug (LE), 6th-earliest on record, and at FF 5 Sep (JR). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Another rare migrant in fall, the only reports were of 
singles in Lincoln 10 Sep (LE) and Geneva Cem 13 Sep (WRS). 

Swainson’s Thrush: Routine reports. 

Hermit Thrush: One banded at WHNC 20 Sep (JRe) was likely the Rocky 
Mountain subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni , which migrates earlier than 
eastern C. g. faxoni. 

Wood Thrush: One in Dodge Co 4 Oct (GR) was rather late. 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Gray Catbird: The 29 at WP 12 Sep (WRS) was a record fall count. 

Northern Mockingbird: Routine reports. 

Sage Thrasher: None were reported; this is a regular, rare fall migrant in the west. 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: One at BOL 18 Nov (CR) was rather late; there are a few Dec 
records. 

Sprague’s Pipit: The only report of this elusive but regular migrant was of one in 
Cherry Co 27 Sep (NB). 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only report was a surprise in the east: one was with 
Cedar Waxwings in Stanton Co 26 Oct (JF, details), rather early for this 
species. 

Cedar Waxwing: Adults were feeding fledglings in Pawnee Co 13 Sep (WRS), 
rather late. 

Tennessee Warbler: One in Cherry Co 26 Sep (BFH) was westerly, but 2 were 
even further west at Chadron SP 7 Sep (KDy), only the 10th Panhandle record. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 

Nashville Warbler: Westerly were singles in Custer Co 24 Sep (WF) and Cherry 
Co 27 Sep (CNK); this species is rare in the west. 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: The 2 reports were of singles at Platte River SP, Cass 
Co, 7 Sep (JC, SS) and in Bellevue 13 Sep (L&BP). 

Magnolia Warbler: The 2 reports were of singles in FF 19 Sep (JR) and in Dodge 
Co 4 Oct (GR). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The 3 reports were more than the usual: a male was 
at WP 10 Sep (LE), a female at Geneva Cem 13 Sep (WRS), and another male 
in Lincoln 17 Sep (TEL, JC, SS). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: No reports of this western breeder and 
migrant were received. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The first reported was banded and about on time 
at WHNC 8 Sep (JRe). Best count was 60 at FF 15 Oct (JR). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: This was the 2nd good showing for this species in 
a row, with 11 reported 5 Sep (JR, D&JP) through 23 Sep (JR, m. ob.), all in 
the east. 

Townsend’s Warbler: None were reported; this is a regular low-density fall migrant 
in the Panhandle. 
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Blackburnian Warbler: The only reports were of singles at Platte River SP, Cass 
Co, 31 Aug (JC, SS), in Dodge Co 18 Sep (GR), and at FF 19 Sep (JR). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Rarely noticed in fall, singles were at FF 15 Aug (PZ) 
and Neale Woods, Washington Co, 7 Sep (WRS). There are only 10 records 
after Aug. 

Palm Warbler: Only a casual migrant in fall, the only report was of one in Lincoln 
14 Oct (KC). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: None were reported; this is a regular fall migrant. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Best count was 5 at Chadron SP 6 Sep (KDy). 

American Redstart: Breeding is generally restricted to the north and east; there are 
no recent such reports from the Loup drainage, and so several in Loup Co 16 
Aug (LR, RH) were probably early migrants. Early dates away from breeding 
areas are in mid-Aug. 

Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported; departure occurs during Aug. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: The only reports of this statewide migrant were of singles 
at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 5 Sep (L&BP) and another rather late in Cherry 
Co 27 Sep (WJP). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; summering birds depart during Aug. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; summering birds depart by mid Sep. 

Mourning Warbler: The 3 reports were of singles in Seward 12 Sep (JG), Dixon 
Co 12 Sep (JJ), and 2 at Geneva Cem 13 Sep (WRS). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: An apparent adult female was reported in a Sarpy Co yard 
12 Oct and submitted to NOURC (EB); there are no documented records in 
fall east of Fillmore Co. 

Common Yellowthroat: One in Lancaster Co 14 Oct (S&RW) was rather late. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Routine reports. 

Canada Warbler: This was another good showing for this species, continuing the 
positive trend of recent years. At least 9 were found, including 3 at WP 27 
Aug (LE)and 3 in Bellevue 13 Sep (CNK). Others were singles at FF 1 Sep 
(L&BP), in Douglas Co 7 Sep (WRS), and in Seward 12 Sep (JG). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports. 

Summer Tanager: Singles in Dodge Co 18 Sep (GR) and at WP 12 Aug (LE) were 
at the edge of the current range, which has expanded in recent years. An adult 
male was feeding a juvenile at Platte River SP, Cass Co, 31 Aug (JC, SS). 
There were several reports from FF (JR, L&BP), the last one a female there 25 
Oct (L&BP, photo), 3rd-latest on record. 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare to casual fall migrant was of one 
in Kimball Co 5 Sep (MB, DSt). There are only 21 fall reports in all. 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 

Eastern Towhee: North of the usual range for pure-appearing birds was a male in 
Keya Paha Co 2 Aug paired with a Spotted Towhee (BFH, details). Most 
birds between Valentine and PSP are probably hybrids. An adult was feeding a 
young bird at FF 12 Sep (L&BP), a little tardy. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: Few are reported in fall as departure is early, but 2 at WSR 29 
Aug (HKH) provided the latest date by 2 days. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Chipping Sparrow: The briefly-held juvenile plumage was still being sported by 
one near Broken Bow 4 Oct (TH). The 115 at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 8 
Oct (JR) was a good count. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of 3 in Kimball Co 5 Sep (MB, DSt). 

Field Sparrow: An excellent count was the 40 at Wehrspann L 16 Oct (JV). 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: Unusually far east were singles in Hamilton Co 18 Aug(JGJ) and 
in Kearney Co 24 Aug (WF). The 300+ at CLNWR 7 Sep (KDy) was an 
excellent count. 

Savannah Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One in Custer Co 15 Oct (WF) was rather late. Flocks are 
rarely reported, but a group of 25 birds was near Broken Bow 18 Sep (TH). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The only reports were of 1-2 at Wehrspann L 14-16 Oct (JV); 
there are few reports of fall migrants. 

LeConte’s Sparrow: Tripling the previous high count was the 158 at Harvard 
Marsh 19 Oct (PD, BF). This species often forms conspicuous aggregations in 
fall. Singles in Hall Co (LB) and Thayer Co (WF) 28 Oct and Gage Co 27 Oct 
(TEL) were rather late. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: One in Cherry Co 27 Sep (LR, RH) was westerly; there are very 
few records away from the east. A sighting 28 Oct 2008 was an error on my 
part in the 2008 Fall Report; the correct date was 28 Sep. 

Fox Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: The 30 at Wehrspann L 25 Oct (JWH) was a good count. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow: One in Kimball Co 5 Sep (MB, DSt) was rather early; 
earliest dates are in late Aug. This species is mostly a migrant in the east; last 
in Lancaster Co was 3 Nov (LE). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: There were 3 reports away from the breeding 
range, all in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep-6 Oct (JRe, RSg); early fall dates are now 
30 Sep, 2 Oct, and 2 Oct. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: One banded at WHNC 31 Aug (JRe) provided 
the earliest fall date on record by one day. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Arrival of “Oregon” juncos in the east is in mid-Oct, 
about a month later than the west; one was in Dodge Co 19 Oct (GR). “Pink¬ 
sided” Juncos arrive in the west and central in mid-Oct also; one was in 
Lincoln Co 26 Oct (TJW). 

McCown’s Longspur: The only report was of 25 at WSR 2 Oct (HKH); flocking 
begins in Sep and most depart by late Oct. 

Lapland Longspur: Arrival is in mid-Oct, but 8 near Alma 14 Oct(G&WH) were 
rather far south for that date. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; most leave by mid-Oct. 

Snow Bunting: As for last year, there were more sightings than usual before 30 
Nov: 3 were at Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co, 14 Nov (SM), 1-3 were 
at BOL 18-22 Nov (DL, m. ob.), 2 were near Creighton 22 Nov (MB), and 
one was at PL 28 Nov (PD). 
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Northern Cardinal: Unexpected was one at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 4 Sep (MB, 
DSt); the only record for the s. Panhandle. Adults feeding a fledgling 22 Oct 
in Winside (NB) provided the latest date on record for dependent young. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Interesting hybrids appearing initially like male Rose¬ 
breasted Grosbeaks were banded at Chadron SP 12 and 24 Sep (ED, photos); 
the first had a mottled pink breast and pink underwing coverts and the second 
had its back heavily streaked with brown, underwing coverts yellow, and buffy 
underparts streaked with brown. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: None were reported; departure is completed by late Sep. 

Blue Grosbeak: A female/immature in Franklin Co 14 Oct (WF) was latest on 
record by one day. Two nestlings were in Lancaster Co 28 Aug (LE), rather 
late for this species, as was a nest with young in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Aug 
(AK); the latter nest was empty 23 Aug (AK). 

Lazuli Bunting: An immature male in molt was photographed easterly and rather 
late in Cherry Co 26 Sep (BFH). 

Indigo Bunting: Three at the NVP 22 Sep (ML) and one in Cherry Co 26 Sep 
(WF) were tardy at those locations. One was carrying food in Keya Paha Co 2 
Aug (BFH), a female was escorting an immature in Douglas Co 7 Sep (WRS), 
and 3 juveniles were in a Dixon Co yard 12 Sep (JJ). 

Dickcissel: Routine reports. 

Bobolink: Two in the NVP 22 Sep (ML) were rather late at that location. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Migration (after molting) is underway by early Oct; best 
counts were 16,000 in Richardson Co 12 Oct (JRo) and 10.000 in Sioux Co 
19 Oct (KD). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: Fall singing was noted in Custer Co 18 Sep (TH) and 
Saunders Co 31 Oct (CNK); “Birds of North America Online” notes that 
“Singing declines after breeding with low-level resumption of singing in fall, 
following Definitive Prebasic molt”, suggesting a hormonal cause. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: By far a record fall count was the 150-200 at FF 5 Nov (L&BP), 
encouraging for this supposedly-declining species. Only 7 others were reported 
10-21 Nov (LE, MB). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Large numbers were reported: 400 in Dawson Co 12 Oct (WF) 
and 200 in Sarpy Co 15 Oct (JV). The latter is a large count for the east, but 
there were 8 other easterly reports of up to 15 birds 12-31 Oct (m. ob.). 

Common Grackle: Huge flocks occur in fall, mostly in Oct; 100,000+, “95% 
Common Grackles”, were near North Platte 22 Oct (TJW) and 30,000 were in 
Douglas Co 15 Oct (DSt); the latter observer noted that “he hadn’t seen flocks 
of this size since he was a boy in Cedar Co in the 1960s”. 

Great-tailed Grackle: A good number was the flock of 100-150 in n. Lincoln 7 
Nov (TEL); as with Common Grackles, most leave by the end of Nov. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Largest flocks occur in early Sep; 2500 were in Seward 
Co 4 Sep (LE). Stragglers were singles in Fairmont 7 Nov (JRi) and Lancaster 
Co 30 Nov (LE). 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: An amazing aggregation was the 51 at one spot in Lancaster Co 
17 Aug (LE); previous high fall count was only 20. One was well-seen at 
Standing Bear L, Omaha, 26 Nov (AA); amazingly, there are 6 previous Nov 
records and 4 for Dec-Jan. 
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Bullock’s Oriole: Routine reports. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; arrival is in early Nov. 

Purple Finch: Numbers were about normal. Westernmost were 3 in Custer Co 27 
Nov (TH). 

Cassin’s Finch: A rare find in summer and early fall, one was at Chadron SP 6 Sep 
(KDy). Breeding is rare in the Pine Ridge and winter visitors usually arrive in 
Dec-Jan. 

House Finch: One banded at WHNC 1 Sep had an active brood patch (JRe), 
suggestive of late breeding. 

Red Crossbill: Generally an early (though erratic) breeder in Nebraska, one with a 
brood patch was banded at WHNC as late as 10 Sep (JRe). There were “lots” 
of Red Crossbills at Chadron SP 6 Sep (KDy). 

Common Redpoll: The only report of this mid-winter visitor was of 4 in Dodge Co 
15 Nov (GR). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers continue to be impressive; up to 12 were in Carter Canyon, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 10-26 Aug (JGJ, JLL, G&BC), 4 were in sw. Kimball Co 17 
Aug (JGJ) and 12 were there 5 Sep (MB, DSt), and 1-2 were reported in the 
Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff Co 19 Sep (AK, RSg). 

American Goldfinch: One banded at WHNC 11 Sep had a brood patch (JRe); even 
for this late breeder, this is a bit tardy. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


The Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus ) Reaches Nebraska 


Joel G. Jorgensen 1 \ Melissa J. Panella 1 , W. Ross Silcock 2 , and Kristal J. Stoner 1 

1 Wildlife Division, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln, NE, 68503 

2 P.O. Box 57, Tabor, Iowa, 51653 

3 Corresponding author: joei.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 


INTRODUCTION 

The Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus ) was formerly endemic to the southeastern 
United States where it inhabited coastal areas along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts 
(McGowan 2001). Since the early 1900s, the species has steadily expanded north 
and west along major river systems (McGowan 2001). Fish Crow range expansion 
has followed a logical pattern, expanding along major rivers in regions close to 
established populations, in adjacent states to the south and east of Nebraska. The 
species was first recorded in Missouri in 1964 (Robbins and Easterla 1992). In 
1984, Fish Crow was first reported in Kansas and by 1991 was found breeding in 
that state (Thomson and Ely 1992). Iowa's first record was in 1991 (Kent and 
Dinsmore 1996). There are no records from adjacent states to the north and west of 
Nebraska (Tallman et al. 2002, Andrews and Righter 1992, Scott 1993, Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department 1997). 
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The Fish Crow has long been considered an inevitable addition to Nebraska's 
avifauna. During the summer of 2009, we observed an adult Fish Crow on 
multiple occasions on the lower Platte River (LPR) near its confluence with the 
Missouri River. Documentation was provided to the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union Records Committee (NOURC) and this observation was subsequently 
accepted as the first documented record for the species in Nebraska (Mark Brogie, 
NOURC Chairperson, personal communication). Here, we describe our observations 
and comment on the future occurrence of the species in Nebraska. 


FIELD ENCOUNTERS 

A single Fish Crow was observed by Jorgensen and Panelia on 29 May, Jorgensen 
and Stoner on 24 July, and Silcock and Keith Dyche on 8 August 2009. All 
encounters occurred on the LPR between U.S. Highway 75 and the Platte - Missouri 
River confluence in Sarpy and Cass Counties. The first two observations occurred 
while Nebraska Game and Parks Commission employees were conducting research 
on Interior Least Terns (Sternula antillarum athalassos ) and Piping Plovers 
(Charadrius melodus). This portion of the LPR was accessed on all occasions by 
canoes or kayaks. 

The initial observation occurred at 16:45 on 29 May. Jorgensen noted an unfamiliar 
bird call originating downstream. At that time, the bird was approximately 0.25 
miles away and the call was faint. As Jorgensen and Panelia moved downstream, 
the call continued to be heard. They searched for the call's source and within a 
minute or two of initially hearing the bird, located a crow ( Corvus sp .) calling from 
a snag adjacent to a large sandbar within the river channel. They immediately 
discussed the possibility that the bird was a Fish Crow. They observed the crow 
from a distance of 40-50 meters for a total of 20 minutes, including approximately 
10 minutes in which the bird called constantly from a dead tree limb. It was at this 
time that call differences between this crow and typical and juvenile American Crows 
were discussed. With the bird in sight, it was concluded that the bird was a Fish 
Crow. No other crows were observed in this area or in association with the Fish 
Crow. 

On 24 July, Jorgensen and Stoner were observing Interior Least Terns and Piping 
Plovers on a midstream sandbar near the original observation location. Jorgensen 
again heard a call from a distance that sounded like the Fish Crow heard on 29 May. 
Jorgensen and Stoner walked south toward the call, which was approximately 400 
meters away. As they approached the south bank, a juvenile Bald Eagle ( Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus ) was sitting in a large dead cottonwood tree ( Populus deltoides). 
They located the calling Fish Crow in the interior of a live tree adjacent to the dead 
cottonwood and were able to watch and listen to the Fish Crow from approximately 
40 meters. The Fish Crow appeared to be half-heartedly harassing the eagle. After a 
few minutes, the Fish Crow flew into the dead tree where the juvenile Bald Eagle 
was perched. It continued to hop around the eagle, calling constantly, for about 15 
additional minutes and then finally flew out of sight into the vegetation. Once it 
flew off, it ceased calling. No other crows were observed in association with the 
Fish Crow. 
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Aware of earlier reports, Silcock and Keith Dyche canoed upstream from Schilling 
Wildlife Management Area to search for the Fish Crow on 8 August. The Fish 
Crow was relocated, first by call only, but subsequently it was observed chasing two 
American Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos). The Fish Crow stopped chasing the 
American Crows and was observed perched for an additional 15 minutes before the 
bird flew off. No additional observations of the Fish Crow were made. 


DESCRIPTION 

The Fish Crow was entirely glossy black and appeared sleek and long-tailed 
compared to typical American Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos). The bird was an 
adult and showed no signs of being a hatching-year bird. On 24 July, while the bird 
was observed in flight, it was noted that the mid-wing primaries (P4 or P5) on both 
wings were missing, thus indicating the bird was molting. This detail confirmed 
that the bird was an adult, as only after-hatching year birds lose and replace primaries 
during summer (McGowan 2001, 2002, Pyle 1997). It was also noted that the bird's 
throat appeared fluffed or shaggy when it called. 

The typical call heard during all observations was an “ahn”. Flowever, several 
variations of the call were heard. All calls sounded nasal and croaky, and also 
somewhat thin, when compared to American Crow calls. Fish Crow's nasal and thin 
“ahn” call is distinctive from adult American Crow’s comparatively deep and 
boisterous “caa caa caa” call. A newly-fledged or young juvenile American Crow 
giving a “begging” call could lead to misidentification as a Fish Crow. Although 
the tone of the juvenile American Crow's begging call is similar, its delivery is 
different in that it is extended or “dragged-oufFish Crow's calls are comparatively 
concise and are not extended. The Platte River Fish Crow gave calls consistent with 
Fish Crow. The two-syllable call of the Fish Crow was not heard. 

Young (hatching-year) American Crows were heard and seen on numerous occasions 
(most while canoeing or kayaking on the Platte River) during the summer of 2009. 
Calls were similar, but American Crow calls were separable from the calls given by 
the Fish Crow. On all occasions when young American Crows were heard and 
observed, the young birds were in family groups of 4-8 individuals. Hatching-year 
American Crow calls were also given in social situations. When birds were observed 
within a reasonable distance, hatching-year (juvenile) crows were easily distinguished 
from adults by a large swollen gape, duller plumage, and weaker flight. The Fish 
Crow observed on the Platte River in 2009 was usually solitary and not in 
association with other crows (i.e., not in social situations that would illicit a 
begging call). The exception to this was when it was observed chasing American 
Crows on 8 August. 


DISCUSSION 

American and Fish Crows are very similar morphologically and vocally. The bird 
observed on the LPR in 2009 was identified as a Fish Crow because it 1) was an 
adult, 2) was observed singly and not in association with other crows, 3) gave 
distinctive nasal and thin “ahn” calls, 4) possessed a distinctive “fluffed” or “shaggy” 
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throat when calling, 5) was in expected habitat in a logical location, and 6) multiple 
observers saw and heard the bird. Written documentation provided to NOURC was 
reviewed and these observations of Fish Crow are now the first accepted record for 
Nebraska. 

The addition of Fish Crow to Nebraska's avifauna has been anticipated. As noted 
above. Fish Crow range expansion has occurred at a slow and steady rate for decades 
(McGowan 2001, Sauer et al. 2008). Since 2000, the number of reports and 
locations in which Fish Crows have been recorded in Kansas and Missouri has also 
slowly, but steadily, increased (Dinsmore 2005, 2006, 2008, Grzybowski and 
Silcock 2005, 2006, 2008). In 2003, Fish Crow was reported from the Kansas City 
area, Missouri (McNeill 2003), less than 160 km (100 miles) from Nebraska. 

This first accepted record occurred at a location perhaps more northerly than 
expected. The 2009 record occurred approximately 145 km (90 miles) north of 
Nebraska's southern border. Range expansion by Fish Crow, however, has been 
described as following a leapfrog pattern, with individuals or groups forming 
colonies disjunct from established ranges (McGowan 2001). The Fish Crow was 
observed in expected habitat along a major river. 

Based on long-term range expansion, Fish Crow records are likely to increase in 
Nebraska in the future. Additional records are most likely to occur along major 
rivers in the southeastern part of the state. Observers need to exercise caution when 
identifying possible Fish Crows. Awareness of subtle morphological and vocal 
differences between American and Fish Crow will be important. Future observations 
should be documented. It remains unclear whether the Fish Crow will become a 
regularly-occurring or breeding species in Nebraska. Such an outcome seems 
plausible, if not likely, at this time. 
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2009 (21st) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 

Compiled by: Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street, Box 316 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 

The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union (NOU) 
Records Committee are described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). 
The committee's purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird 
sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. All records 
mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU archives at the 
University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. Interested parties 
should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be found in the latest 
issue of The Nebraska Bird Review ’ (NBR). 

State List 

The "Official List of the Birds ofNebraska’* was first published in 1988 (NOU 
Records Committee 1988) and has been updated three times (NOU Records 
Committee 1997, 2004, 2009). The “Official Lisf’ has been appended nineteen 
times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009; Jorgensen 2001, 

2002, 2003). The American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American 
Birds, Seventh Edition (1998) and its following supplements: (AOU: 2000, 2002, 

2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009), contain many taxonomic changes 
affecting North American birds. The following summarizes all 2009 revisions by the 
AOU in regards to changes in scientific names and changes in assignments to family 
and order of species included in the most recently published “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2009’'' (NOU Records Committee 2009). This report includes ail 
accounts submitted during the 2009 calendar year, covering 48 records with 
accession numbers 1271-1318. 

Criteria for Accepted Record 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records in 
the following classes listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. This report summarizes all records 
accessioned in 2009, discusses any new additions to the state list, and reports any 



Vol. 77 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


161 


changes in firmness of data of Nebraska birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes 
in frequency of occurrence, as determined by the NOU Records Committee, which 
reviewed records of bird occurrences in Nebraska for 2000-2009. Frequency of 
occurrence is indicated by the following terms (NOU Records Committee 2009): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. This report summarizes the 2009 changes made to the 
“Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009”. 

2009 Additions to State List 

There were two new species added in 2009. 

1. Magnificent Frigatebird ( Fregata magniflcens) Accidental, Class III, 

Replaces ( Fregata species). 

2. Fish Crow ( Corvus ossifragus ), Accidental, Class III. 

Insert after American Crow' ( Corvus brachyrhynchos). 

With these additions, the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” now stands at 
454 species. 

Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions and/or 
Changes in English or Scientific Names Based on AOU 2009 

1. Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow (Ammodramus nelsoni ) changed to 

Nelson's Sparrow. 

2. Common Redpoll ( Carduelis flammed) becomes Acanthis flammea. 

3. Hoary Redpoll ( Carduelis hornemarmi) becomes Acanthis hornemanni. 

4. Pine Siskin ( Carduelis pinus ) becomes Spinus pinus. 

5. Lesser Goldfinch ( Carduelis psaltrid) becomes Spinus psaltria. 

6. American Goldfinch ( Carduelis tristis) becomes Spinus tristis. 

2009 Changes in Sequence Based on AOU 2009 

The following changes were made in the taxonomic order in the latest "Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska". 

In the Order GALLIFORMES, Family Odontophoridae: Quail now precedes 
Family Phasianidae: Partridges, Grouse, and Turkeys. 

On the basis of new information on their phylogenetic relationships, the 
(Piranga) tanagers were moved (retaining their same sequence) from the Family 
Thraupidae to the beginning of the Family Cardinalidae: Cardinals and Allies. 
Thus the family Thraupidae was removed from the "Official List". 
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2009 Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides) changed from Regular to Casual. 

2009 Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Black Rosy-Finch ( Leucosticte atrata) changed from Class III to Class I-P. 

Pre-2009 Accepted Records 

Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus ) 

1. Photographs (Class I-P, DC) were received of a single bird observed at 
DeSoto NWR, Washington Co., 01 July 2006. Accession # 1290. 

Magnificent Frigatebird ( Fregata magnificent) 

1. A detailed description (Class III, CS) was received of an adult male 
observed on the south channel of the Missouri River around Goat Island, 
Cedar Co., 29 August 2007. This record was originally submitted to the 
South Dakota Records Committee with the following review: "This report 
was an acceptable sight record with two observers, so it would constitute a 
first state record. However; the committee was unsure of whether the 
sighting occurred in what is legally defined as South Dakota or Nebraska. 

The record will be listed as hypothetical pending the outcome of the 
litigation over the boundary dispute involving Goat Island." (Swanson 
2008). From information received, regardless of the NE/SD boundary 
dispute, the NOURC deemed that the bird was clearly within Nebraska 
during part of the observation. Accession # 1310. 

Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus) 

1. Photographs (Class I-P, NG) were received of a male bird banded (Rocky 
Mtn. Bird Observatory) at the Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co., 
25 September 2008. Accession # 1313. 

Black Rosy-Finch ( Leucosticte atrata ) 

1. A photograph (Class I-P, HH) was received of a bird at Wind Springs 
Ranch, southern Sioux Co., 15 January 2001. Accession # 1311. 

2009 Accepted Records 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, SN viaNN) at Pier Park in 
Grand Island, Hall County, 30 December 2008. Although a late date, the 
bird was unbanded and had an intact right hind toe (an indication of a wild 
bird). Accession# 1271. 

2. Two birds were photographed (Class I-P, WL) at a game farm north of 
Cairo, Howard County. Both birds had intact hind toes on the right foot 
and were present from 21 June through mid-July, 2009. Accession # 1306. 
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Eurasian Wigeon (Anas pendope ) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class f-P, KS) at Funk WPA, Phelps 
Co., 05 March 2009. Accession # 1275. 

2. An additional photograph (Class 1-P, PD) of the above bird taken 06 
March 2009. Accession # 1276. 

3. Two adult males were observed (Class 111, LH) at Bridgeport SRA, Morrill 
Co., 11 October 2009. Accession# 1308. 

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 

1. An immature bird was observed (Class III, DP, JP) at Lake Babcock, north 
of Columbus, Platte Co., 15 May 2009. Accession # 1285. 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus ) 

1. Two adult birds were photographed (Class I-P; TB via CG) in southern 
Sheridan Co., 30 April 2009. Accession # 1277. 

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus) 

1. A single adult was photographed (Class 1-P, MAB) southwest of Brady, 
Lincoln Co., 25 June 2009. Accession # 1287. 

*This is the same location at which a bird was observed 01 July 2008 
(Brogie 2009). 

2. Additional photographs (Class I-P, PD) of the above bird observed on 26 
July 2009 were received. Accession # 1292. 

3. A single adult bird was observed (Class III, LS) along 1-80 west of Lincoln, 

Lancaster Co., 30 May 2009. Accession # 1318. 

Yellow Rail ( Coturnicops noveboracemis) 

1. Photographs (Class I-P, JR) of a "half decomposed (nearly mummified)" 
bird was discovered 23 November 2009 at Indian Creek Nursery, Omaha, 
Sarpy County. The carcass was turned over to the UNSM for skeletal 
material. Accession # 1315. 

Common Moorhen ( Gallinula chloropus) 

1. Members of a family group (2 adults, 10 chicks) were photographed (Class 
1-P, JJ) at North Lake Basin, Seward Co., 01 August, 2009. Accession 
1294. 

Common Crane (Grits grus) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, BHo) at Crane Valley Ranch 
near Lewelien, Garden Co., 18-21 March 2009. Accession # 1277. 

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 

1. An adult in non-breeding plumage was photographed (Class I-P, PD) at 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 07 November 2009. Accession 
# 1307. 

Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 

1. A single adult bird was observed (Class III, DL) at Lake North/Lake 
Babcock, Platte Co., 16 May 2009. Accession # 1283. 
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Inca Dove ( Columbina inca ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, TS) in Benkelman, Dundy Co., 
08 June 2009. Accession # 1296. 

Red-naped Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus nuchalis ) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, HH) at Wind Springs Ranch, 
southern Sioux Co., 18 May 2009. Accession # 1286. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, TH) south of Exit 1, Kimball 
Co., 23 June 2009. Accession # 1288. 

White-eyed Vtreo ( Vireo griseus ) 

1. A bird "calling regularly" was photographed (Class I-P, PS) at Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., 02 May 2009. Accession # 1280. 

2. An adult "molting bird" was observed (Class III, MAB) near Schlindler 
Creek, northwest of Verdigre, Knox Co., 29 July 2009. Accession # 1293. 

Fish Crow ( Corvus ossifragus) 

1. A detailed report (Class III, JJ) was received of a single bird first observed 
at mile 1.2 of the Platte River, Cass/Sarpy Co., 29 May 2009 and again at 
the same location on 24 July 2009. Accession # 1291. 

*This represents the first documented record for this species in Nebraska. 

2. An additional report (Class III, WRS) was received of a Fish Crow 
observed at the above location on 15 August 2009. Accession # 1299. 

Mountain Chickadee ( Poecile gambeli ) 

1. A single bird, present since early January, was photographed (Class I-P, 
CM) at Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 22 February 2009. Accession # 

1273. 

Bewick's Wren ( Thryomanes bewickif) 

1. A single adult was observed (Class HI, LE) at Holmes Lake Park, 

Lancaster Co., 13 April 2009. Accession # 1301. 

Varied Thrush ( Ixoreus naevius) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class 1-P, KS) at Kearney, Buffalo Co., 
17 May 2009. Accession # 1282. 

Lesser Goldfinch ( Spinus psaltria ) 

1. A "black-backed" male was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Carter 

Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co., 10 August 2009. Accession # 1298. 

2. Photographs (Class I-P, JJ) were received of several birds in various 
locations in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co., 16 August 2009. Accession 

# 1300. 

3. A "black-backed" male was photographed (Class I-P, DS) northwest of 
Gretna, Douglas Co., 20-21 May 2009). Accession # 1302. 

*This represents the easternmost record for this species in Nebraska. 

4. Two "black-backed" males were photographed (Class 1-P, MAB) south of 

Exit 1, Kimball Co., 06 September 2009. Accession # 1303. 
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Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's failure to accept the 
record. 

Unaccepted Records (Received in 2009) 

Common Raven ( Corvus corax) 

1. A description of a bird observed at Ender's Reservoir, Chase Co., 22 May 
2009 was very suggestive of the species, but lacked sufficient details for 
approval. Class IV. Accession # 1284. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher ( Myiarchus cinerascens ) 

1. A single bird was observed and described near Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co., 12 
September 2009. Although most likely correct, some reviewers believed 
the description lacked sufficient details to eliminate other possible species. 
Accession # 1289. 

Records Submitted in 2009: Filed Without Votes 

Ross's Goose ( Chen rossii) 

1. A photograph (KS) of a single "blue-phase" individual near Kearney, 

Buffalo Co., 05 March 2009, was filed. Accession # 1274. 

Pacific Loon ( Gavia pacified) 

I. Photographs (JJ) of a single bird at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 

24 October 2009 were filed. Accession # 1305. 

White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica ) 

1. A photograph (PD) of an adult bird in Hastings, Adams Co., 09 June 2009 
was filed. Accession # 1295. 

Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii ) 

1. A report (DP, JP) of an "out of range and out of season" bird discovered at 
Buckley Park in Stromsburg, Polk Co., 23 October 2009 was filed. 
Accession # 1309. 

Lewis's Woodpecker ( Melanerpes lewis) 

L A photograph (TS) of a single bird in Dundy Co., 08 May 2009 was filed. 
Accession # 1297. 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ( Polioptila caerulea) 

1. A photograph (MA via TJW) of a single bird at Medicine Creek Reservoir, 
Frontier Co., 10 June 2009 was filed. Accession # 1317. 

Blackburnian Warbler ( Dendroica fused) 

1. A photograph (NG) of a female banded (Rocky Mtn. Bird Observatory) at 
Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co., 13 September,2008 was 
filed. Accession # 1314. 

Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendroica dominica) 

1. Photographs (TP) of a single bird coming to a suet feeder in Walton, 
Lancaster Co., 04 December 2009 were filed. Accession # 1316. 

Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina ) 

1. A photograph (CH via KD) of an adult male in Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co., 03 
May 2009 (present since 30 April) was filed. Accession # 1281. 

MacGillivray's Warbler {Oporornis tolmiei) 

1. A description (EB) of an "adult female or possible immature" observed at 
Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 12 October 2009 was filed. Accession # 1304. 

Western Tanager {Piranga ludoviciana) 

1. Photographs (EM) of an extralimital adult male observed in Omaha, 

Douglas Co., 28-30 April 2009 were filed. Accession # 1279. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte tephrocotis ) 

1. A photograph (BH) of a single bird coming to a feeder in Ogallala, Keith 
Co., 03 January 2009 was filed. Accession # 1272. 

2. A photograph (HH) of a single bird of the “Gray-cheeked” or “Hepburn’s” 

form at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co., 15 January 2001 was filed. 
Accession # 1312. 
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Fall Field Days at Valentine 


Fall Field Days were held in Valentine September 25-27, 2009, with 65 
participants registered for the weekend. Dave Heidt organized the meeting and led 
field trips to Cherry County lakes and marshes. Trips to Smith Falls and along the 
Niobrara River in Keya Paha and Brown Counties were guided by Mark Brogie. 
Lanny Randolph led trips to the Ft. Niobrara NWR and the Valentine Fish Hatchery. 
A total of 133 species was tallied. 

On Friday evening Dan Leger, Professor of Psychology at the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln, gave an impromptu presentation on the microphones and 
recording equipment he uses to record bird vocalizations in his research. 

On Saturday evening, Kent Skaggs of the lain Nicolson Audubon Center at 
Rowe Sanctuary south of Gibbon spoke on what is being done to maintain and 
improve habitat along the Platte River for Sandhill Cranes, geese, ducks and other 
birds. Due to reduced water flow in the river, mechanical clearing is necessary to 
maintain the wide channels and open sandbars that cranes prefer. Yearly mowing 
and disking to remove woody plants and invasive species such as purple loosestrife 
and phragmites is also necessary. 

Jill Liske-Clark gave a brief account of the activities of the Nebraska 
Partnership for All Bird Conservation. 


A business meeting was held to vote on changes to the Bylaws. The 
following changes were approved: 

1. Assign to the Secretary the task of maintaining a current copy of the 
Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws and post the Articles of Incorporation and 
the Bylaws on the NOU website rather than mail them to members every five years. 

2. Exempt the chairperson of the NOU Records Committee from term limit 
restrictions. 
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151, 153, 154, 155 
Dakota 26, 33 

Dawes 39, 51, 52, 53, 59, 60, 63, 104, 105, 
106, 107, 109, 145, 150 
Dawson 26, 55, 61, 97, 101, 145, 154 
Dixon 32, 51, 52, 64, 65, 67, 68, 103, 109, 

110, 138, 143, 145, 148, 150, 152, 154 
Dodge 17, 31, 33, 34, 42, 62, 70-77, 104, 105, 
106, 110, 138, 145, 147, 148, 149, 150, 
151, 152, 155 

Douglas 20. 21,22, 23,26, 32, 53, 60, 63, 82, 
84,86,96,97.98, 100, 101, 146, 152, 154. 
164, 166 

Dundy 39, 102, 164, 165 

Fillmore 21, 54, 62, 65, 70-77, 106, 110, 152 

Franklin 106, 109, 147, 154 

Frontier 97, 104, 106, 107, 108, 166 

Furnas 51 

Gage 58,63,65, 103, 146, 153 
Garden 56, 82, 85, 88, 101, 109, 163 
Garfield 62,97, 108 
Gosper 33, 107 
Grant 53 

Hall 27, 64, 65, 108, 109, 141, 142, 144, 153, 
162 

Hamilton 52, 60, 65, 70-77, 97, 153 
Harlan 26, 83, 87, 108 
Hayes 106 

Hitchcock 98, 99, 146 
Holt 64, 109 
Hooker 29, 59 
Howard 57, 63, 66, 162 
Jefferson 58, 60, 62 
Johnson 51 

Kearney 32. 51, 54. 55, 57, 65, 153 
Keith 21, 25, 68, 80, 83, 84, 87, 99, 110, 145, 
166 

KeyaPaha 107, 108, 144, 149, 152, 154, 169 
Kimball 36-40, 55, 86, 100, 104, 105, 107, 
108, 109, 145, 152. 153, 154, 155, 164 
Knox 57, 58, 60, 62, 64, 68, 85, 97,99, 100, 

103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 143, 144, 149, 

164 

Lancaster 16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 29, 32, 
33, 42, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 60, 61, 
62, 63, 65, 67, 83, 85, 86, 87, 88, 94, 97, 
98, 101, 102, 106, 108, 111, 141, 142, 143, 
144, 145, 146, 149, 152. 153, 154, 163, 
164, 165, 166 

Lincoln 23, 30, 31, 32, 34,49, 51, 54, 56, 57, 
62, 67,68, 83, 84,87, 94,97, 99, 102, 103, 

104, 105, 106, 108, 109, 134, 145, 153, 

163 

Logan 51,67, 102, 109 

Loup 26, 51, 53, 55, 62, 97, 107, 152 


Counties, continued 

Madison 22,49, 57, 67, 87, 104, 149, 150 
McPherson 55, 97, 98 
Merrick 55 

Morrill 54, 100, 103, 105, 107, 110, 163 
Nemaha 17 
Nuckolls 30.60 

Otoe 33, 50, 60, 101, 108, 149, 150 
Pawnee 32, 51, 151 
Perkins 53,97 

Phelps 23, 27, 32, 83, 84, 87,98, 163 

Pierce 33, 51. 106, 108, 146 

Platte 52, 56,62, 65, 70-77, 97. 98, 99, 104, 

106, 153, 163 
Polk 22, 108, 149, 165 
Red Willow 97 
Richardson 141, 154 
Rock 98, 142 
Saline 42 

Sarpy 16, 17, 23, 25, 30, 33, 52, 56, 84, 85, 99, 

149, 152. 154, 163. 164, 166 

Saunders 49, 55, 67, 84, 87, 98, 106, 141, 144, 
154 

Scotts Bluff 22, 30, 31, 33, 49, 52, 54, 56, 58, 
59, 61, 67, 68, 84, 85, 86, 87, 98, 100, 102, 
104, 105, 109, 110, 110, 146, 147, 149, 

150, 153. 154, 155, 162, 164, 165, 166 
Seward 20, 29, 34, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58, 65, 

70-77, 86, 97, 98, 154, 163 
Sheridan 28,40, 52, 55, 57, 60, 63, 67. 68, 

107, 145, 147, 163 
Sherman 98 

Sioux 34, 36, 39, 40, 58, 59, 60, 63, 65, 66, 82. 

107, 144, 150, 154, 162, 164, 166 
Stanton 22, 30, 57, 60, 143, 144, 151 
Thayer 58, 153 
Thomas 143 
Thurston 30, 104 
Valley 57,66 

Washington 16, 24. 33, 34, 59, 60, 64, 66, 67, 
144, 152, 162 
Wayne 33, 68 

Webster 26,58,67. 101, 107, 108 
Wheeler 55, 107 

York 49, 50, 54, 55. 60, 62, 70-77, 83 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 12-13, 34, 46, 68, 69, 

77, 109, 130, 154, 172 
Crane, 

Common 46, 54, 83, 122, 132, 163 
Sandhill 26, 27, 54, 72, 100, 122, 144, 169 
Whooping 26, 27, 54, 122, 144 
Crawford-Rose. Kathleen 15, 19, 48 
Creeper, Brown 10-11, 31, 61, 106, 127, 150 
Crossbill, 

Red 12-13,34,42,68, 110, 131, 155 
White-winged 68, 115, 131, 132 
Crow, 

American 8-9, 30, 60, 74, 106, 126, 149, 157, 
161, 171 

Fish 46,60,94, 106, 115, 126, 138, 149, 155- 
159, 161, 164 
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Cuckoo, 

Black-billed 57,94, 102, 124, 146 
Yellow-billed 57, 73, 102, 124, 146 
Curlew, 

Eskimo 122 

Long-billed 55, 94, 100, 122, 145 
Curtis, Anton 15 
Cvetas, Matthew 140 

Darling, Lynn 15 
Davis, Fred 15 
DeButts, Deb 19 
Deeds, Linda 19 
DeGarmo, Kevin 15 
DeLara, 

Bob 15 

Kathy 15,19,48,88,96,140,166 
DiBemard, Barbara 15 
Dickcissel 29, 67, 69, 77, 109, 130, 154 
Dietrich, Roger 15, 19 
Digital Commons 78-79 
Dinsmore, 

J. J. 159 

Stephen J. 15, 22, 49, 88, 90, 110-1II, 133- 
134,158 

Dipper, American 127, 132 
Dittmar, Erika 139 
Dobesh, Phil 15 
Dodson, Marybeth 48 
Dove, 

Common Ground- 124, 132 
Eurasian Collared- 8-9, 30, 57, 73, 102, 

114, 124, 146, 171 

Inca 30, 82, 84, 94, 102, 103, 114, 124, 

132,164 

Mourning 8-9, 30, 57, 73, 102, 124, 146, 171 
White-winged 57, 102, 114, 124, 146, 165 
Dowitcher, 

Long-billed 56, 73, 101, 123, 145 
Short-billed 56, 73, 101, 123, 145 
species 171 
Drawbaugh, 

Dean 15 
Phyllis 15 

Ducey, James E. 48, 95, 140 
Duck, 

American Black 50, 114, 118, 131 
Black-bellied Whistling- 22,83, 118, 131, 
141,162 

Harlequin 119,131 
Long-tailed 119,142 
Mottled 118,131 

Ring-necked 4-5, 23, 51, 70, 97, 118, 141, 
170 

Ruddy 4-5, 23, 51, 70,97, 119, 142, 170 
Tufted 118,131 

Wood 4-5,22, 50, 70,96, 118, 141, 170 
Duey, Ann 15,18 

Dunbar, Paul 15, 19, 24,25, 28,49, 88, 96, 99, 
116, 140, 166 
Dunkel, Warren 15 
Dunlin 20,46, 55, 73, 101, 122, 145 


Dunn, Pat 15 

Dyche, Keith 48, 140, 156-157 

Eades, Rick 15,49,96,140 
Eagle, 

Bald 6-7, 26, 53, 71, 99, 143, 156, 170 
Golden 6-7,26, 53, 100, 121, 144, 170 
Easterla, D. A. 159 
Eckerson, Charles 15 
Egret, 

Cattle 52,71,98, 120, 143, 170 
Great 52,71,98, 120, 143 
Reddish 80, 83, 120, 131 
Snowy 52,71,98, 120, 143, 170 
Eider, 

Common 119,131 
King 119, 131 

Einemann, Larry 15, 19, 48, 96, 140, 166 
Ellis, Mike 48,96 
Erxleben, Billie 15 
Ely, C. 159 

Falco columbarius 
columbarius 26, 144 
richardsonii 144 
suckleyi 26 
Falcon, 

Peregrine 3, 6-7, 26, 54, 71, 100, 121, 144 
Prairie 6-7, 26, 54, 71, 100, 121, 144, 170 
Falk, 

Carol 19 

Laurence 19,96,140 
Fallon, J. 159 
Faulkner, D ill 
Fennell, Tim 88 
Fields, Jeff 15 
Finch, 

Black Rosy- 114,131,132,162 
Cassin's 34,68, 115, 131, 132, 155 
Gray-crowned Rosy- 3, 12-13,34, 115, 

131, 155, 166 
"Hepburn's" 34 

House 12-13,34,68,77, 110, 131, 155, 172 
Purple 12-13,34,68, 131, 155 
Fink, Bill 139 
Fish, Nancy 19 
Fisher, Dale 88 
Fitzgerald, 

J. A. 41 
Marty 24 

Flack, William 22,49,96, 141 
Flavin, John 15 

Flicker, Northern 3. 8-9, 30, 59, 74, 104, 125, 
148, 171 
Flycatcher, 

Acadian 59,94, 104, 125 
Alder 59, 104, 125, 148 
Ash-throated 46, 59, 94, 105, 114, 126, 

132, 164, 165 

Cordilteran 59, 94, 104, 125, 149 
Dusky 86, 125, 132, 148 
Gray 125, 132 
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Flycatcher, continued 

Great Crested 59, 74, 105, 126, 149 
Hammond’s 125, 132, 148 
Least 59,74. 104, 125, 148 
Olive-sided 59, 104, 125, 148 
Scissor-taited 60, 87, 94, 105, 114, 126, 149 
’Train’s” 59 

Yellow-bellied 59, 125, 132, 148 
Vermilion 126, 132 
Willow 59,74, 104, 125, 148 
Freeborn, Joe 140 
Frigatebird, 

Magnificent 115, 120, 161, 162 
species 131 
Fuchs, Bob 15 

Gadwall 4-5,22,50,70,96,118, 141, 170 

Gallagher, Tim 69 

Gallinule. Purple 121,132 

Garganey 118,131 

Garrett, John 95 

Gerten, 

Bob 15 
Kathi 15 
Gibson, Jim 48 
Gil, Karine 15 

Gnatcatcher, Blue-grav 62, 75. 94, 107, 127, 
150, 166 

Gobris, Nancy 166 
Godwit, 

lludsonian 55, 72, 122 
Marbled 55.72, 101, 122, 145 
Goldeneye, 

Barrow's 119 

Common 4-5,23,51, 119, 142 
Goldfinch, 

American 12-13, 34, 68, 77, 110, 314, 131, 
155, 161, 172 

Lesser 68, 85, 86, 94, 110, 114, 131, 132, 
161, 164 

Goose, 

Bean- 113 

Cackling 4-5, 22, 49, 113, 115, 118, 141 
Canada 4-5, 22, 49, 70, 96, 113, 118, 141, 
170 

Emperor 118,131 

Greater White-fronted 4-5, 22, 49, 70, 96, 
118, 141 

Ross’s 4-5,22,49,70, 118, 141, 165 
Snow 4-5,22,49,70,96, 118, 141 
"Blue" 141 
"White" 141 
Swan 138 

Taiga Bean- 113,118,131 
Goshawk, Northern 26, 53, 121, 143 
Gould, L. K. 41 
Grackle, 

Common 12-13, 34, 68, 77, 109, 130, 154, 
172 

Great-tailed 12-13,34, 68, 77, 109, 130, 154 
Grande, Carlos 21, 28, 88 


Grebe, 

Clark’s 52,98, 119, 142, 170 
Hared 52,71,98, 119, 142, 170 
Homed 52, 119, 142, 170 
Pied-billed 23, 52, 70, 98. 119, 142, 170 
Red-necked 87, 119, 142 
Western 70,98, 119, 142, 170 
Greer, 

Janet 15 
Nora 15 

Gregory, Cory 47, 88, 95, 166 
Grenon, 

Alan 47.80,90, 117, 168 
Betty 15, 19,47,69 
Grosbeak, 

Black-headed 67, 109, 130, 154 
Blue 67,77, 109, 130, 154 
Evening 115, 131, 132 
hybrids 154 
Pine 131, 132 

Rose-breasted 17, 67, 77, 109, 130, 154 
Grouse, 

Greater Sage- 119, 131 
Ruffed 119 

Sharp-tailed 4-5,23,29,51,97, 119, 142, 170 
Grove, Greg 48 
Grundman, Jonas 15 
Grzybowski, J. A. 158-159 
Gubanyi, 

Heidi 134 

Joe 15, 19, 29, 48, 80. 88, 90, 95, 116, 117- 
118, 134, 140, 166, 168 
Guild, Sue 15 
Gull, 

Black-headed 81,82, 113, 123, 132 
Bonaparte's 27. 56, 81, 82. 102, 113. 123, 146 
California 6-7,27, 56, 102, 123, 146 
Franklin's 26, 56, 73, 81, 82, 102, 110-111, 
113, 123, 146, 171 

Glaucous 8-9,25,27, 56-57, 123, 138, 146 
Glaucous-winged 123, 132 
Great Black-backed 3, 8-9, 27, 57. 114, 123 
Herring 6-7, 27, 56, 102, 123, 146 
Iceland 8-9,27. 114, 123, 162 
Laughing 56.73, 81,82, 113. 123, 132, 163 
Lesser Black-backed 8-9, 27, 56, 123, 146 
Little 81,82, 113, 123. 132 
Mew 27,87, 114, 123, 132 
Ring-billed 6-7, 27, 56, 73. 102, 110-111, 123, 
146, 171 

Ross’s 82, 123, 132 
Sabine’s 46, 56, 82, 87, 123, 146 
Thayer’s 8-9, 27, 56, 123, 146 
Gyrfalcon 121, 131 

Hack, Mace 15, 19 
Hajda, 

Joey 15 

Tim 15,22.49,96, 105, 141, 166 
Hall, 

JohnW. 19,48,88,140 
Rachel 20,88 




Vol. 77 No. 4 


177 


The Nebraska Bird Review 

Index to Volume 77 


Hamilton, Luke 15, 88, 140, 166 

Hanni, David 41 

Harding, 

Charlene 88 
Robin 15,49,88,96,140 
Hamer, Northern 6-7, 26, 53, 71,99, 121, 143, 
170 
Hawk, 

Broad-winged 53, 87,94,99, 121, 143 
Cooper's 6-7, 26, 53, 71,99, 121, 143, 170 
Ferruginous 6-7,26, 53, 100, 121, 144, 170 
Harris's 121, 131 

Red-shouldered 3, 6-7, 26,46, 53, 94, 99, 
121, 138, 143 

Red-tailed 6-7, 26, 53, 71, 99, 121, 143, 170 
"Harlan's" 143 

Rough-legged 6-7, 26, 53, 121, 144, 170 
Sharp-shinned 6-7, 26, 53, 71,99, 121, 143, 
170 

Swainson’s 53, 71, 99, 121, 143, 170 
Zone-tailed 115,121,131 
Heckman, Alice 15, 47 
Hedeen, Charles 47 
Heidt, Dave 15,47,95,139,169 
Heron, 

Great Blue 6-7, 23, 52, 71,98, 120, 143, 170 
Green 52, 71,98, 120, 143 
Little Blue 52,71,98, 120, 143 
Tricolored 120, 131 
Herrell, Charlotte 15,166 
Hill, 

D. P. 41 
Derek 88 
Hines, J. E. 159 
Hoff, Michelle 15 
Hoffmann, 

Barbara 140 
Mark 140 
Rocky 88 
Hoge, 

Glen 19,48,95,139 
Wanda 19, 48, 95, 139 
Hoover, Barbara 166 

Hughson, Helen K. 15, 19,48, 58, 66, 95, 140, 
166 

Hummingbird, 

Black-chinned 103 
Broad-tailed 104, 125, 147 
Calliope 104, 125, 132, 147 
Costa’s 114,125,132 
Ruby-throated 58, 73, 103, 125, 147, 148 
Rufous 104, 125, 147 
Humpert, M. 41 

Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 15, 19, 88, 166 
Huser, Bill 15, 18,47,88, 116, 139, 166 

Ibis, 

Glossy 46, 52, 71,83,86, 114, 120, 131, 163 
Glossy x White-faced 86 
White 120, 131 

White-faced 28, 52, 71, 98, 120, 143 
Iowa Ornithologists'Union 133 


Ivanov, 

Ashton 15 
Lynette 15 

Jaeger, 

Long-tailed 110-111, 123, 132 
Parasitic 84, 110, 123, 132 
Pomarine 110,123,132 
species 84 
Jay, 

Blue 8-9, 30, 60, 74, 105, 126, 149, 171 
Gray 126, 132 
Pinyon 30,60, 106, 126, 149 
Steller’s 60, 126, 132 
Johnsgard, Paul 15, 49, 78-79, 140 
Johnson, 

Don 88 

Jan 15, 19,48,95, 140 
Michelle 15 
Richard 15 
Jordan, Dee 47, 95 

Jorgensen, Joel G. 15, 16, 19, 20, 41, 48, 69, 80, 
90, 83, 88, 95, 117, 140, 155-159, 166, 168, 
172 
Junco, 

Dark-eyed 12-13, 33, 66-67, 88, 109, 130, 

153 

Gray-headed 66, 67 
Oregon 12-13,33,67, 153 
Pink-sided 12-13 
Slate-colored 12-13,33, 66, 153 
White-winged 12-13. 33, 66, 109, 153 
Junco hyemails 
mearmi 33 
montanus 33 

Keck, Curtis 88 
Keller, Jay 48 

Kenitz, Alice 15, 18, 47, 95, 139 
Kent, T. H. 159 

Kestrel, American 6-7, 26, 53-54, 71, 100, 121. 
144,170 

Killdeer 6-7, 26, 54, 72, 100, 122, 144, 171 

Kim, Daniel 15,69 

Kingbird, 

Cassin’s 59, 105, 126,149 
Eastern 59, 74, 105, 126, 149 
Western 59, 74, 105, 126, 149 
Kingfisher, Belted 8-9, 30, 58, 74, 104, 114, 125, 
147, 171 
Kinglet, 

Golden-crowned 3, 10-11, 31, 62, 127, 150 
Ruby-crowned 62, 127, 150, 171 
Kite, 

Mississippi 53,99, 121, 143 
Swallow-tailed 121 

White-tailed 53, 83,94, 99, 121, 131, 163 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 82, 123, 132, 146 
Klammer, Dan 139 
Klaphake, 

Bette 15 

Clem 15, 19,47.69,88,95, 139 
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Knaggs, Rodger 15,19 
Knot, Red 84, 114, 122, 132 
Kock, Michele 15 
Kovanda, 

Jim 15 
Sandy 15 

Kranik, Ken 88, 140 
Kranow, Ken 48 
Kren, Josef 29 
Kruse, 

Ann 15 
Ron 15 

Kuper, Catherine 15 

Labedz, Thomas 15, 22, 49, 88, 96, 140 
Lackey, Jeanine 15, 48, 95, 140 
Lamphere, Steve 15, 69 
Lark, Horned 8-9, 30, 60, 67, 74, 106, 126, 149, 
171 

Larus californicus 
albertaensis 56 
californicus 56 
Lawson, Roger 49 
Leach, Marian 48 

Leger, Daniel 15, 47, 95, 139, 166, 169 

Lehner, Urban 69 

Lemburg, William 166 

Leonard, Nancy 69 

Lesiak, Chuck 95 

Liske-Clark, Jill 169 

Longspur, 

Chestnut-collared 35-41.67, 109, 130, 153 
Lapland 12-13,33,67,130.153 
McCown’s 35-41,67. 109, 130, 153 
Smith s 67, 130, 132 
Loon, 

Common 51,97-98, 119, 142 
Pacific 119,142,165 
Red-throated 119,131.142 
Yellow-billed 119,131,142 
Luedtke, Scott 96. 

Lutter, Tucker 15 
Lynch, Mery II 140 

Magpie, Black-billed 3. 8-9, 30, 60, 106, 126, 
149 

Mallard 4-5,22,50,70.97, 118, 141. 170 
Martin, Purple 61, 74, 106. 126, 149 
Maslowski, 

Linda 15 
Pete 15 

Mathieson, Marty 96 
Mattix, Sue 15 
Mauck, Ruth M. 42 
Maunder, Fran 19 
McCartney, 

Connie 15, 19 
Mary 15 

McGowan, K. 159 
Mcllree, Steve 49 
McKee, Don 133 


McKinney, 

Brad 15. 19 
Connie 15.31.166 
McNeill, R. D. 159 
Meadowlark, 

Eastern 33. 67, 77, 109, 130, 154, 172 
Western 12-13, 33, 67, 69, 77, 109, 130, 154. 
172 

Mel 1 berg, Bruce 15,47 
Mellema. Brad 88 
Merganser, 

Common 4-5, 23, 51, 97, 119, 142 
Hooded 4-5, 23, 50. 51. 70, 86, 97, 119, 142 
Red-breasted 4-5, 23, 51, 86, 119, 142 
Merlin 6-7,26, 54, 121. 144, 170 
Meyer, Jim 15 
Miller. 

Jeanne 48 
John 15 

Mockingbird. Northern 3. 10-11, 32, 62, 75, 94, 
107, 128, 151 

Moll ho if, Wayne 41,49, 80, 90, 96, 117-118, 
168 

Molloy. Elizabeth 48, 166 

Moorhen, Common 100, 121. 132, 144, 163 

Moran, Rich 96 

Morocco, Ralph 19 

Morris, Steve 15,49,14 

Mul liken, 

Elizabeth 15 
Jerry 15, 17 
Murphy, 

Debra 19. 88 
John 15,48 

Murreiet. Ancient 123, 132 

Nebraska Environmental Trust 41 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 41 
Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan 35 
Nelson. 

Brent 88 
David W. 88 

Nighthawk, Common 57, 73, 103. 124. 147 
Night-Heron, 

Black-crowned 52, 71, 98, 120, 143, 170 
Yellow-crowned 52, 87, 98, 120, 143 
Niyo. Kay 15,96 
Noecker 

Colleen 19.47 
Don 19,47 

NOU Records Committee 80-90, 112-118, 131- 
132, 134, 156. 158, 160-168, 169 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 42, 114, 126 
Nuthatch, 

Pygmy 10-11,31,46,61,87, 106, 127, 138, 
150 

Red-breasted 10-11, 31, 61, 106, 127, 150, 
171 

White-breasted 10-11,24,31,61,75, 106, 
127, 150, 171 
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Nye, 

Nate 19, 166 
Stephen 166 

Ochsner, Jim 48, 140, 148 
O'Donnell, Ryan 49 
Ollinger, Linda 4 
Oriole, 

Baltimore 17, 68, 77, 110, 130, 154 
Bullock's 68, 110, 130, 155 
Orchard 68, 77, 109, 130, 154 
Scott’s 130, 132 

Osprey 53, 87,98-99, 121, 143, 170 
Ovenbird 64, 108, 129, 152 
Owl, 

Bam 30, 57, 73, 102, 124, 134, 146 
Barred 8-9, 20, 30, 57, 73, 103, 124, 147 
Boreal 124, 132 

Burrowing 57, 103, 124, 147, 171 
Eastern Screech- 8-9, 30, 57, 73, 102, 124, 
146, 171 

Great Gray 124, 132 

Great Horned 8-9, 30, 57, 73, 102, 124, 146, 
171 

Long-eared 8-9, 30, 57, 103, 124, 147 
Northern Hawk 124,132 
Northern Saw-Whet 8-9, 30, 124, 147 
Short-eared 3, 30, 57, 103, 124, 147 
Snowy 30, 87, 124 

Padelford, 

Babs 19,48,96, 116, 140 
Loren 19,48,88,96,116,140,166 
Palmer, 

Deb 15 
J. S. 159 
Pam 15 

Panel la, Melissa 155-159 
Parakeet, 

Carolina 124 
Monk 86 

Partners in Flight 35-36 
Partridge, Gray 23, 51, 97, 119, 142 
Parula, Northern 63, 107, 128, 151 
Paseka, 

Don 15,19,47,88,95,139,166 
Janis 15,19,47,69,88,95,139,166 
Pashley, D. N. 41 
Peafowl, Common 138 
Pelican, 

American White 6-7, 23, 52, 71, 98, 120, 
143, 170 

Brown 52, 71, 83, 120, 131, 163 
Pester, Theresa 49, 166 
Pewee, 

Eastern Wood- 59, 74, 94, 104, 125. 148 
Western Wood- 59,94, 104, 125, 148 
Phainopepla 128, 132 
Phalarope, 

Red 123,132,146,163 
Red-necked 56, 73, 102. 123, 145 
Wilson's 56,73, 102, 123, 145, 171 


Pheasant, Ring-necked 4-5, 23, 51, 70, 97, 119, 
142, 170 
Phoebe, 

Eastern 59, 74, 104, 126, 149, 171 
Say’s 59, 104, 126, 149, 171 
Piercy, Willard 140 
Pierson, Andrew 15 
Pigeon, 

Band-tailed 84, 124, 132 
Passenger 124 

Rock 8-9.27, 57, 73, 102, 124, 146, 171 
Pintail, Northern 4-5, 23, 50, 70, 97, 118, 141, 
170 
Pipit, 

American 62, 75, 128, 151. 172 
Sprague’s 17,62, 115, 128, 151 
Plover, 

American Golden- 54, 72, 100, 122, 144 
Black-bellied 54, 72, 122, 144 
Mountain 55, 100, 122, 133, 144-145 
Piping 54, 72, 100, 122, 144, 156 
Semipalmated 54, 72, 100, 122, 144 
Snowy 54, 100, 122 
Poague, Kevin 15, 19,48, 69,96 
Poor-will, Common 57, 103, 124, 138, 147, 165 
Potmesil, Becky 47 
Prairie-Chicken, 

Greater 4-5, 23,28, 51, 70, 97, 119, 142. 170 
Lesser 119 
Probst, Jerry 15 
Putensen, Kathy 15 
Pyle, P. 159 

Quinn, 

John 15 

Susan 49, 96, 140 
Rail, 

Black 86, 121, 131 
Clapper 121, 131 
King 121, 131 

Virginia 6-7, 26, 54, 72, 100, 121, 144, 163 
Yellow 54,83, 121, 131, 144 
Randolph, Lanny 15, 48, 96, 140, 169 
Rapp, W. F. Ill 
Rassmussen, Dick 15 
Ratzlaff, Neal 15,19 
Raven, 

Chihuahuan 126, 132 
Common 126, 132, 165 
species 60 

Redhead 4-5, 23, 51, 70, 97, 118, 141, 170 
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